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BIOGRAPHICAL.

APT. LUTHER BLACK, of

Bowling Green, is one of

the most prominent citi-

zens of Wood county,

throughout which he is

known and esteemed, not

only as a successful busi-

ness man, but also for his

high character, and his

splendid record as a brave soldier in the war of

the Rebellion. On his father’s side he is of Irish

descent, his great-grandfather having emigrated

from Ireland to this country at an early day.

His grandfather Black was killed by accident

while raising his barn in Perry county, Ohio.

On the mother’s side the grandfather was of

Pennsy,lvania-Dutch stock, while the grand-

mother| who was a Miss Oatley, was a native of

Scotland. From these sturdy ancestors our sub-

ject has inherited the best traits—traits that have

manifested themselves in his long career of useful
activity.

Capt. Black was born in Washington town-
ship, Wood Co., Ohio, May 18, 1836, and is a
“son of John and Phcebe (Skinner) Black, the
former of whom was born in Mercer county,
Penn., when ten years of age moving with his
parents to Perry county, Ohio. In1831 he took up
his residence in Wood county, and was one of the
first three pioneers of Washington township, where
at that time over one thousand Indians dwelt.
While living in Perry county he married and had
two children, and on removing to this county he
took up some unimproved land which he cleared
and converted into a productive farm, in the
meantime experiencing all the trials and priva-
tions incident to the life of early settlers. In
politics he was a Democrat, in religious faith an
Old-school Presbyterian, and he was a man of
irreproachable character. He died August 21,
1861, his wife passing away at Hull Prairie in
1883, and both are buried at Tontogany, Wood
county. To this worthy couple were born seven
children, of whom the following record is given:
(1) William resides in Newport, Mich., where he
has held the offices of deputy sheriff and col-
lector of the port; during the Civil war he en-

listed at Olmsted Falls, Minn., and proved a
brave soldier. (2) Elizabeth A. married A. P.
Treadwell, and lives at Hull Prairie, Wood
county. (3) Minerva J. became the wife of
Joseph Jeffers, and died at Waterville, Lucas
Co., Ohio. (4) Calvin lives at Washington,
Kans. (5) Luther is the subject of this review.
(6) Catherine married Dr. A. Eddmon, and lives
at Tontogany. (7) Mary is the wife of Dr. E. R.
Wood, of Belle Plaine, Kansas.

Luther Black grew to manhood on his father's
farm in this county, attending the schools of that
locality and those at Waterville, and also the
seminary at Maumee. After leaving school, he
for four years taught in the district schools of
Wood county, and for two years in Champaign,
Ill.  About this time the whole world was elec-
trified by the outbreak of the Civil war, and
the partiotisin of the young teacher induced him
to lay aside his ferule for an army musket, and
offer his services in defense of the stars and
stripes. On April 27, 1861, he enlisted in
Company B, 21st O. V. I., three-months’ ser-
vice, which was passed in Virginia, at the ter-
mination of which, his father having died in the
meantime, he was obliged to return home in
order to take charge of the family. There he
remained until 1864, on May 4 of which year
he organized Company B, 144th O. V. 1., of
which company he was made captain. While
at Berryville, Va., he and seven of his men
were taken prisoners by the Rebels and sent to
Lynchburg, thence to Libby prison where they
suffered the horrors of slow starvation, and
where all except himself and one other fell
victims to cruel treatment. Three months after
his capture, Capt. Black was released by ex-
change, and his patriotic zeal being still una-
bated, in spite of the terrible scenes through
which he had passed, he raised another com-.
pany, of which he was also made captain. This
was Company K, 185th O. V. L., which after-
ward saw much service ih Kentucky in the
vicinity of Cumberland Gap, where they had
frequent skirmishes with the guerrillas., The
regiment was mustered out at Lexington, Ky.,
in September, 1865.
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His career as a soldier being ended by the
cessation of hostilities, and the return of peace
to'the land, Capt. Black returned to private citi-
zenship, and, having in the meantime purchased
the old homestead, carried on farming there for
two years. At the end of that time he engaged
in the drug business, in Tontogany, which he
conducted some eighteen years, and then, being
elected county treasurer on the Republican ticket,
he, in" 1881, removed to Bowling Green. That
responsible office he held for two terms, or four
years, such being the limit of the law, fulfilling
its duties in a most creditable manner. The
Captain then established himself in the clothing
business, and some six or seven years ago became
interested in the oil wells of Wood county. On
February 20, 1894, he sold out his clothing
establishment, since when he has given all his
attention to his oil interests. He is now a part
owner in sixty-one wells in this-county, and a
member of various firms connected therewith,
the most prominent of which is that of Black,
Reese & Hazlett, who own a number of produc-
tive wells, and are doing an extensive business.
He is also cultivating a couple of farms which
he owns in the vicinity. .

In 1860 Capt. Black was married to Miss
Sarah J. Camron, a native of New York State,
who died three years later, leaving one child,
Frank H., who was killed by a railroad accident
when fourteen years old. On January 16, 1873,
the Captain married Miss Georgie A. Cooper,
who was born in St. Lawrence county, N. Y.,
daughter of James and Almira (Brooks) Cooper,
who were married in 1840. James Cooper traces
his ancestry back to the year 1661, as follows:

(1) James Cooper, of Stratford-on-Avon,
cugland, born in 1661, died in 1732; came to
Philadelphia, Penn., in 1682 ; had eight children
—Esther, James, Joseph, (2) Samuel. William,
Benjamin, Isaac and Rebecca. James Cooper
owned a lot on Chestnut street, Philadelphia,
opposite Marble Custom-house. (2) His son
William had six children—Rebecca, (3) Thomas,
James, Joseph, Samuel, and Letitia. He died
in 1736. (3) His son (3) James was twice mar-
ried, and had fifteen children; by his first wife,
Hannah (Hibbs), he had eight children—Susanna,
(4) James, William, Letitia, Levi, and Benjamin;
by his second wife, Elizabeth (Wager), (3) James
had seven children—Amelia, Marmaduke, Me-
shach, Laodosia, Naboth, Noah and Alpheus.

(4) James Cooper, son of (3) James, and
grandfather of Mrs. Capt. Luther Black, was
born in Moreland, Montgomery Co., Penn.,
March 6, 1753; served in the navy and army of

Pennsylvania in the Revolutionary war, and par-
ticipated in the battles of Monmouth and Ger-
mantown. He was married three times: first to
Naomi Nelson, by whom he had three children—
Hannah, Naomi and Caroline; by his second
wife, Mary (Albertson) he had no children; by
his third wife, Sarah (Comely), he had chil-
dren—Courtland, (5) James, Henry, William,
Nancy, Hamilton, George and Amos. The
father of these died May 1, 1849, in his ninety-
seventh year. He was a man of strong likes and
dislikes, served as judge on the bench, and was
a large land holder, owning property whereon a
portion of the city of Philadelphia now stands.
He and his wife were both Quakers.

(5) James Cooper, son of (4) James Cooper,
and father of Mrs. Black, was born November
23, 1795, in Philadelphia. He was own cousin
to James Fennimore Cooper, the distinguished
American novelist. James Cooper was twice
married; first time to Sarah Rice, by whom he
had six children—Esther, Ezra, Ruth, Hannah,
William and Alonzo; by his second wife, Almira
(Brooks), he had two children—Georgie A. (Mrs.
Black), and James B., an inventor who resides in
Minneapolis. The sons, Ezra, Alonze and James
B., were all soldiers, making for themselves an
enviable military record. The father of these
was a man of superior education and acknowl-
edged ability, for which, indeed, the entire fam-
ily have been noted. He was a pronounced
Abolitionist, and an outspoken advocate of the
cause of freedom to all mankind. Migrating to
Ohio about the year 1844, he settled at Water-
ville, Lucas county, where for many years he
served as a magistrate. During his busy life-
time he owned several flouring-mills and saw-
mills, doing an extensive business in both those
lines of industry. He died there in 1868, hon-
ored and respected by all who knew him. His
widow, who is now passing her declining years at
the home of her daughter, was born, in 1812, in
the town of Champion, Jefferson Co., N. .Y.,
daughter of Joseph Brooks, a Revolutionary
soldier from Massachusetts. She was a cousin
of Amos Kendall, who was postmaster-general
under President Jackson's administration, and
when a young man taught in the family of Gen.
Clay, afterward holding many offices of honor
and trust.. He became an able attorney at law,
and was influential in the establishment of the first
Deaf and Dumb Asylum at Washington, D. C.

To Capt. and Mrs. Black have been born two
children: Marie C. and James L., the latter of
whom at present is a student at Oberlin College.
The Captain is a consistent member of the
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Presbyterian Church, in which he is an elder;

socially, he is affiliated with the F. & A. M.,
Wood County Lodge, No. 112; is a member of
Crystal Chapter, No. 157, and of Toledo Com-
mandery, K. T., at Toledo, Ohio. In politics
he has always been an ardent Republican, his
first vote being cast for Abraham Lincoln, and
he has never failed to deposit his ballot, save
twice—first when he was in Libby prison, and
again, in 1880, when he was too ill to go to the
polls. Capt. Black was delegate to the State
Convention, and was honored with election as
alternate delegate to the National Convention,
to be held at St. Louis in June. He has served
as president of the school board and of the gas
board, and is a director of the American Foun-
dry & Machine Co., also of the First National
Bank, of Bowling Green. During the past year
he has been interested in gold mining in Cali-
fornia, being identified with a.joint-stock com-
pany. In every relation in life, Capt. Black has
borne an honorable part as an upright, patriotic,
loyal citizen, and is justly classified among the
‘social representative men of Wood county.

Joun R. HANKEy, the well-known capitalist
of Bowling Green, has, by his varied business en-
terprises, done much to develop the natural re-
sources of this region, and to open up its com-
merce. In judgment of human nature, and
statesmanlike manipulation of a complex situa-
tion, he has few equals; but his shrewdness is
combined with rare kindliness of heart, shown in
many ways characteristic of the man. It has
been said that if simple justice were to rule the
business world, there would be no need for ¢‘char-
ity,” and the subject of this sketch is one of the
first to try to bring this high ideal of human
brotherhood into practical effect in his relations
with his employes. In his large planing-mill at
Bowling Green he inaugurated, some years ago,
the co-operative system, issuing stock to his men
and carrying it for them until such time as they
could pay for it from their savings, and paying
back money, so invested, at any time at the re-
quest of the shareholder. This plan has suc-
ceeded admirably, and to the lasting profit of all
parties concerned.

The members of the Hankey family, living in
Bowling Green, aredescended from Louis Hankey,
a native of Germany, who emigrated to America
at an early day. It is related that he had just
enough money to pay his way across the Atlantic
and furnish his own provisions. The vessel he
set sail in lost her course at sea, and the passage
consumed so much more time than was antici-

pated. that his stock of food became exhausted
long ere he reached land again, .hat he became
indebted to the ship for part of his board. On
reaching New York, he was ‘‘sold” by the ship’s
company, or agents, as was the custom in those
days, they getting the money for his time, which
he worked out with a farmer. He afterward be-
came a minister of the Evangelical Church, and
also followed agricultural pursuits. e marricd
a Miss Less, whose father :erved i the Revolu-
tionary war seven years, and our subject remem-
bers hearing his grandmotaer often tell of how
she could trace the path tuae soldiers took by the
blood left on the ground from their shoeless feet.
In later life Louis Hankey lived in both Stark
and Summit counties, Ohio, in which latter he
and his wife passed their lastdays. This estima-
ble couple were the parents of seven childrea, as
follows: John, father of the subject proper of
this sketch; Catherine, married to John Himmel-
right, of Summit county; Jacob, who lived in
Summit county, Ohio, near Akron; Lydia, mar-
ried to Rev. Miller, a minister of the Reformed
Church; Sarah, married to a Mr. Hawk; Louis,
living in Wayne county, Ohio; and Samuel, a
farmer, residing at Copley, Ohio.

J- R. Hankey is a native of Ohio, born in
Wayne county, March 16, 1843, a son of John
and Polly (Fostnight) Hankey, the former of
whom was born in Schuylkill county, Penn., in
1814. . He was a farmer and merchant by occu-
pation, and early in life came to Ohio, first lo-
cating in Wayne county, during the war of the
Rebellion moving to Medina county, where he
died in 1868. He was three times married; first
to Miss Polly Fostnight, who was born in Stark
county, Ohio, in 1819, and by her he had seven
children, as follows: Solomon died in infancy;
Sarah married William Shammo, and is de-
ceased; Lewis W. is ‘a’ minister of the Evangel-
ical Church at Tiffin, Ohio; John R., the subject
proper of this memoir, comes next; then I. L.;
two died in infancy. The mother of these de-
parted this life in Wayne county in 1854, and
Mr. Hankey subsequently married Miss Margaret
Reach, who died fifteen months after marriage;
she had one child that died in infancy. For his
third wife he wedded Miss Sarah Strouse, of
Richland county, Ohio, by which union there
were two children: Isaiah S., of Bowling Green,
and Sarah Katherine, wife of A. L. Sourwine, a
farmer in Crawford county, Ohio.

Our subject lived on a farm until he was
eleven years old, when he went to Marshallville.
He received his education in the common schools,
and when fifteen years old went to Wooster,
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Ohio, where he entered the arena of business in
the capacity of clerk in a clothing store. While
so engaged the war of the Rebellion broke out,
and at the first call by the President for three-
years men to defend the Union, the lad, fired
with the spirit of true patriotism, enlisted June
4, 1861, in Company E, 4th O. V. 1., which was
attached to the army of the Potomac, Gen. Sum-
ner's corps, under Gen. McClellan (‘‘Little
Mac’’). Private Hankey participated in many
battles and skirmishes, and established for him-
self the record of a good, dutiful and brave sol-
dier. He took part in the battles of Winchester,
Port Royal, Port Republic, and in all the engage-
ments in front of Richmond in 1862; was at the
siege of Yorktown, the battle of Fair Oaks, the
seven-days' retreat, battles of second Bull Run
and Antietam, up to and including that of Fred-
ericksburg. At second Bull Run he had a very
narrow escape from death, his haversack being
blown to pieces by an exploding shell. His per-
sonal injuries were not serious, but his rations
were entirely lost, and for several days he had to
depend upon the generosity of his comrades for
food. After the battle of Fredericksburg Mr.
Hankey was stricker with typhoid fever, neces-
sitating his removal to the hospital, whence on
his recovery he was transferred to the Invalid
Corps, in which he served at different localities
until his honorable discharge from the army, June
4, 1864, after an arduous and loyal service of
three years, during which he never shirked his
duty, but cheerfully and without a selfish thought
risked his young life—amid shot and shell, in
dreary and wearisome marches and counter-
marches, in the trenches and at the storming of
bastions—that the integrity of the Union might
be preserved.

Returning to Wooster, Ohio, Mr. Hankey
found his old position in the store awaiting him,
and that his salary had recommenced from the
day of his discharge. He did not remain much
longer, however, with the firm, for on the first
day of January, 1867, we find him engaged by a
Philadelphia woolen-goods house to represent
them ‘‘on the road,” a line of life better suited
to his natural energy and push, and no doubt pal-
atable to a certain love he had for *‘adventure,”
inoculated into him by his army experience. With
this firm he remained ten years, in all, during
which time, in January, 1869, he and another
established a clothing and megchant tailoring store
in Findlay, Ohio (at the same time retaining his
connection with the Philadelphia firm, as trav-
eler), and they conducted the same conjointly till
1871, when Mr. Hankey sold out his interest to

his partner, and removed with his family to
Wooster.

In August, 1874, he and Mr. White established
a clothing business at Bowling Green, Wood
county, under the firm name of Hankey & White,
which they successfully carried on up to January
1, 1877, at which time our subject discontinued
commercial traveling. On April 1, same year,
he removed with his family to Bowling Green,
where they have since made their home. Inthat
city he has become identified with various under-
takings, among them being the planing-mill al-
ready referred to; he has also been interested in
gas and oil enterprises, the firm of Hankey
Brothers being among the most extensive promo-
ters in that line in this region. He assisted in
organizing, and was a heavy stockholder in, both
the Bowling Green and the Crystal Glass Works,
formerly located at Bowling Green; and stock-
holder in the Foundry and Machine Shop. He
was one of the founders of the First National
Bank of that city, and is still vice-president there-
of. He has been an extensive dealer in real
estate, much valuable property in and about
Bowling Green having changed hands with him.
He built and owns the fine new Opera House
block on Main street, the Hankey block, north of
the Opera block, besides the National Bank and
Exchange Bank buildings. Indeed, it can be
truly said of him that he has stood ready with his
energy and means to assist in any and every
measure’tending to the development of the indus-
tries of northwestern Ohio, more especially Wood
county and the city of Bowling Green, whose
present prosperity is due to him more than any
other one person. For thirty-nine years he has
not been a day idle, having been either in the
employ of others, or in business for himself.

In 1867, at Wooster, Ohio, Mr. Hankey was
united in marriage with Miss Emma T. Van Hou-
ten, who was born in Wooster, in 1846, daughter
of the late Philo S. and Elizabeth (Bartol) Van-
Houten, and three children have graced this union:
Rufus P. (married to Miss Nettie Long, of Bowl-
ing Green), Harry G. and Philo S.; of whom,
Rufus P. and Harry G. have an interest in their
father’s planing-mill; Philo S. was employed in a
bank at Bowling Green, but at present, owing to
impaired health, is sojourning in the ‘‘Sunny
South.”

Philo S. Van Houten, father of Mrs. Hankey,
was born in Marcellus, N. Y., December 23,
1810, and by assiduous industry, strict integrity
and indomitable perseverance rose from compara-
tive obscurity to be cashier of the Wayne Coun-
ty Bank (now the Wayne County National Bank),
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Wooster, Ohio, an incumbency he filled with
fidelity and ability for the long period of nearly
a third of a century—in fact up to his death,
which occurred April 9, 1881. He was a'man of
irreproachable private character, whose domestic
life and habits were of that quiet and unostenta-
tious kind so well calculated to endear him to
family and friends.

On January 2, 1840, Mr. Van Houten mar-
ried Miss Elizabeth Bartol, who was born in
Elizabethtown, Lancaster Co., Penn., in 1820,
daughter of Mathias and Elizabeth (Jontz) Bar-
tol, both also natives of the Keystone State.
They were the parents of three sons and three
daughters—George and John (who died in Ohio);
Abraham (who died in California); Elizabeth;
Margaret (Mrs. William Still), and Sarah (Mrs.
Michael Rahn), all now deceased. The parents
moved to Wayne county, Ohio, in the summer of
1831, and there passed the rest of their honored
lives. The father was called to his final rest in
1843 at the age of sixty-two, the mother dying
in 1863, aged seventy-two. Mrs. Elizabeth Van-
Houten was a girl of eleven years when her par-
ents removed to Wayne county, and as will be
seen was nineteen at the the time of her mar-
riage. Nine children were born to her and her
husband, only four of whom survive, namely:
Mary (Mrs. Wellington Curry, now of Chicago);
Emma (Mrs. John R. Hankey); Edward, in Cali-
fornia, and Anna (Mrs. Frank Eshelman), of
Pittsburg, Penn. Those deceased are Jane (Mrs.
Lee Scobey, who died in Wooster), Harry,
Charles, John, and Caroline (who died in in-
fancy). The mother of these was called from
earth February 12, 1895. Like her husband she
was a sincere and consistent member of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church; was an ardent advocate
of the cause of temperance, and a member of the
organization known as the Evergreen Social
Temple. By everyone who knew her she was
justly held in the highest esteem, and is affec-
tionately remembered for: her many good qual-
ities.

In his political preferences, Mr. Hankey is an
uncompromising Republican, ever taking a lively
interest in the affairs of the party as a recognized
leader in its ranks, in Ohio, his ability, wealth
and public spirit securing for him a powerful in-
fluence in the party councils. Never an office
seeker himself, yet, such is his popularity and
usefulness, he has oft-times been sought after to
fill positions of honor and trust. He has served
as township treasurer twelve years; as member
of the school board; and as trustee of the State
Blind Asylum, five years. In local politics he is

A

s _»n

an honest but hard fighter, and his all-round in-
fluence enables him to assist a friend or effectu-
ally bar the way to any adversary. For years he
has been one of the most zealous factors on the
county executive committee, and, while honor-
ably aggressive, has on all occasions proven him-
self to be a most liberal and generous opponent,
true to his colors and promises, and securing alike
the acclamation of his friends, and the respect
of his rivals. In the fall of 1895 he was elected
to the Thirty-third District of Ohio in the State
Senate, the first time he has been called by elec-
tion to any State office. Socially, he is a mem-
ber of the F. & A. M., Royal Arcanum, I. O. O.
F. and G. A. R. The family have an elegant
home in Bowling Green, surrounded by an atmos-
phere of comfort and refinement, and enjoy the
respect and esteem of a wide circle of warm
friends.

Erasmus D. Peck, M. D., deceased. Among
the able and cultured people who came from the
East in the early days, and settled in Perrys-
burg, giving to its society a notably refined and
intellectual tone, none took higher rank than did
the late Dr. Peck and his estimable wife.

The Doctor was born in Stafford, Conn., Sep-
tember 16, 1808, a member of one of the old
Colonial families, and was educated in theschools
of Munson, Mass., and at Yale College, where he
was graduated from the Medical Department in
1829, and was well fitted for the leadership,
wherever his lot might be cast. The Peck family
is of English origin, and the first of the American
line, William Peck, settled in Connecticut in
1720. Dr. Peck’s father, Daniel Peck, was a
prominent physician in his day, and married a
descendant of a well-known New England fam-
ily, Miss Persis Ladd, by whom he had six
daughters and four sons. After his graduation
Dr. Peck came to Ohio, for some time living in
Portage county, but in 1834 he came to Perrys-
burg, where for over forty years he practiced his
chosen profession. He formed a partnership, at
first with Dr. E. T. Tremaine, and later with Dr.
James Robertson, but in 1854 his nephew, Dr.
H. A. Hamilton, joined him in practice. This
partnership continued until Dr. Peck’s death;
which occurred December 25, 1876. A man of
commanding influence in all lines of effort, Dr.
Peck took a prominent place in the councils of
the Republican party, which he entered on the
disorganization of the old Whig party. He was
a member of the Ohio Legislature in 1855-57,
and in 1870 was elected to Congress, serving in
the Forty-first and Forty-second sessions. He
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then retired from active participation in politics,
and resumed his professional work. He was
married in 1834 to Miss Mary Thorndyke Lincoln,
a native of Jeffrey, N. H., who was born in 1808
and died in 1873.

H. E. PEck, the only child of these honored
pioneers, was born in Perrysburg, April 30, 1838.
He was educated in the schools of his native
place, and has made his home there except one
year he spent in the South, and one year in New
York State. For twenty-five years he was en-
gaged in the mercantile business, and on retiring
from that he served four years as deputy collector
of customs of this district. In 1873 he was mar-
ried to Miss Mary C. Robinson, who was born in
Middlebury, Ohio, and they have two children:
Charles L. and Augustus H., the latter of whom
is at school in New York.

CoLLISTER HaskiNs. Among that dauntless
set of Eastern men who, ambitious to carve out
for themselves homes from the then wilds of the
West, and who left peaceful firesides and braved
the dangers and privations incident to a frontier
life, is he whose name introduces this memoir.
Born of good parentage at North Prescott, Mass.,
August 25, 1799, young Haskins was early edu-
cated to habits of virtue, morality, order, indus-
try and economy, and was therefore well pre-
pared for the task before him. He removed to
the Maumee river, settling at Waterville in 1817,
and, June 16, 1818, was married to Miss Fanny,
daughter of Martin Gunn, of that place, the cere-
mony being performed by Seneca Allen, a justice
of the peace. The mother of Collister Haskins,
a woman of many virtues, was an own cousin to
President Franklin Pierce. The parents of Mrs.
Haskins—Martin and Sarah (Winslow) Gunn—
were from Massachusetts, becoming early settlers
in the Maumee Valley; the Gunns were of Scotch
descent.

To the marriage of our subject and wife were
born children, as follows: Two (a boy and a
girl) who died in infancy; Delia, who died un-
married at Portage; Wealthy, the wife of John
De Witt, a farmer of Wood county; Sarah, the
wife of Joseph Clark, a resident of Missouri;
Henry, a resident of Butler, Ind., whose first
wife was Hannah Fernside, and whose present
wife was a Miss Hutchinson; Chrissa, who mar-
ried Isaac Van Gordner, and resides in Portage,
Wood county; Cynthia, the wife of Capt. James
W. Knaggs, who resides near Portage; Charles,
deceased; Eunice, the wife of Jesse Lane Rol-
ler, a prominent druggist and business man of
Toledo.

Pioneer Haskins, it will be observed, was
only a boy of eighteen years at the time of his
marriage; but, possessed of a good constitution,
and being of a resolute and determined will, he
at once set out to make for himself and family a
home. During his stay on the Maumee river,
he passed some three years on what is known as
Granger's Island. In July, 1824, he entered,
from the government, land in Section 12, Liberty
township, this county, and in September follow-
ing removed to the east half of the northeast
quarter of the same section. When his cabin
was ready to be raised, his friends came from
Waterville, twelve miles distant, to assist him.
This cabin was built of logs, and stood near the
bank of a creek, not far from the old stockade
made by Gen. Hull in 1812, and which was occu-
pied by a few soldiers during the war, as an ad-
vance post on the ‘‘middle route” to the Foot
of the Rapids. Here Mr. Haskins began trading
with the Indians. He kept a variety store, being
supplied with such goods as were then in de-
mand, and purchasing his goods from Gen. John
E. Hunt, of Maumee City. During the - first
four years of his residence in Wood county, Mr.
Haskins' nearest neighbor was at Miltonville,
twelve miles north, and his next, twenty-two
miles south. Through his efforts a post office
was established at ‘* Haskins Place,” in January,
1829. He laid out the village of Portage in
1836, and was an honored citizen of that place
and vicinity throughout his life. For some years
after Mr. Haskins settled on the site of Portage,
the Indians still lingered in their old homes, re-
taining almost undisputed possession of their
sugar camps and hunting-grounds, although the
whites were rapidly appropriating the sites of
their villages and their favorite fishing-grounds.
A description of the Indians of this vicinty as
they were from 1825 to 1840, which is of great
interest, was given to history by our subject.
The death of Mr. Haskins occurred at his resi-
dence in Portage, May 7, 1872, after a life of
great usefulness to the pioneer people among
whom he passed the vigor of his manhood. He
had lived a pious life, and when death came it
had no terrors for him, his last words being: *‘It
is all right; glory to God.”

With other early pioneers, Mr. Haskins passed
through the hardships and privations incident to
such a life, and performed the labors, which fell
to his lot, with patience and cheerfulness, never
murmuring at his misfortunes or losses, but ever
laboring to make others happy, sacrificing hisown
means, ease and quiet for others without reserve.
His enemies, if he had any, were few, and his
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friendship was constant and sincere. He was a
member of the Baptist Church. He was careful
in his words and acts, calm in his demeanor, in-
telligent in his conclusions, and outspoken in his
sentiments, when he deemed it duty to speak
thus, yet always mindful lest he might needlessly
give pain or offense. Such a character was not
formed hastily, resembling rather the oak which
is the growth of centuries. In the death of an
old man, whose memory is retentive and pure,
much that is valuable to society dies with him.

A. E. Royce. The successful career of this
leading business man and capitalist, who now
holds the position of president of the Commercial
Banking Company, of Bowling Green, proves
the truth of the old saying. ‘‘ There is always
room at the top.” The story of the lives of such
men can not too often be told, that it may be-
come an incentive to others whose early oppor-
tunities were no greater, and whose chances for
success are fully equal to those of the subject of
this sketch.

Mr. Royce was born in Huron county, Ohio,
July 25, 1844, and is the only child of William
and Elizabeth (Scammon) Royce. His father
was born in New Hampshire in 1822, removing
from that State to New York, and thence to
Huron county, Ohio, where he located in Fair-
field township. The greater part of his life he
spent in the lumber business. In 1871 he located
in Bowling Green, where his death occurred in
1884. He was a Democrat, and a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Elisha Royce,
the father of William, was a lumberman in New
England, but after removing .to Huron county
_ followed farming until his death, which occurred
when he was at an advanced age. The Royce
family are of Scotch and Irish extraction. The
mother of our subject was born in Cayuga
county, N. Y., Novemrber 23, 1824, and is still
living, strong in body and mind. She makes her
home in Bowling Green.

Mr. Royce spent his boyhood days in Huron
county, attending the common schools and work-
ing on his grandfather’s farm in his leisure hours,
the first money he ever earned being made in this
way. On the death of his grandfather, however,
the property was divided among the heirs, and he
was thrown out of employment. He was then
about seventeen years of age, and with the few
dollars he had saved he went to Toledo, Ohio, to
seek employment and to carve out his fortune.
He began in a very humble way, hiring out as a
common laborer, and carrying plank into a chair
factory to be modeled by more skillful hands into

furniture, receiving for this work seventy-five
cents per day. The grit and pluck of his sturdy
Scotch ancestors were soon manifested in this
young lad, for he made himself so useful that at
the end of ten years he was still in the employ of
the same company, but no longer as a common
laborer. At this time he was the chief engineer,
at a salary of $110 a month.

It was during the latter part of his services
in this factory, that what Mr. Royce regards as
the most important event in his life occurred.
Almost every evening as he went home from
work, carrying his tin dinner-pail, he would meet
upon the street the then opulent wholesale grocer,
Peter Berdan, returning after his evening meal to
look after the interests of his large business.
The quiet demeanor of this successful merchant
attracted the attention of our subject, and he
philosophised that even Mr. Berdan must have
started in an humble manner, and concluded that
others with sufficient tenacity of purpose could
dothe same. Evening after evening he passed
the old merchant in his regular walk to the store,
and gradually Mr. Royce formed his resolution to
give up his salary and position, and start in busi-
ness for himself. Thus, without having the
slightest knowledge of it, Mr. Berdan wielded a
strong influence over our subject, who often
points out this incident as an illustration of the
unconscious power each individual in society
exerts for good or evil upon the younger genera-
tion around him.

With the courage of his convictions, Mr.
Royce resigned his position, and with money he
had saved up, purchased a horse and wagon,
made his own harness, and began business as a
huckster. This he carried on in Toledo, then
removing to Bowling Green, where he rented a
vacant room and started a grocery store. He
hauled his entire stock of goods, about $150
worth, from Toledo at one load, in his one-horse
wagon, put them up on the shelves of his room
at night, and at early dawn had the doors
opened to customers. Thus the first great step
in the career of one of the most successful men
in northern Ohio had been attained, and his first
ambition, which was to have a business of his
own, was gratified. It was on a small scale, to
be sure, but from this humble beginning Mr.
Royce has built up a large and flourishing trade.
As his means increased he extended his opera-
tions in various directions, investing largely in
property in Bowling Green, which then village
he foresaw was destined to become a place of
importance in trade in northern Ohio, especially
as a grain center. He sold out his grocery stock






Digitized by GOOSIC



WO00OD COUNTY, OHIO.

441

in 1884. Prior to this he had embarked in the
grain business, buying a car-load of corn, had it
shelled by hand, and shipped it to Tontogany on
the little railroad which was at that time the only
one running through Bowling Green. He was
obliged to act himself as fireman in order to get
this shipment to market at Toledo, and thus may
well lay claim to being the pioneer grain shipper
of that section of the county. Subsequently Mr.
Royce built a small corn crib, which was after-
ward converted into an elevator, run by horse
power, which he operated alone for some years,
finally taking in as a partner Mr. J. J. Coon, of
Toledo. The manner in which this business has
succeeded is best told by its present condition,
this firm now owning two large elevators, besides
a mill in Bowling Green, and a mill in each of the
following places: Tontogany, Custar, Hoyt’s
Corner, North Baltimore, and Dunbridge. Mr.
Royce has entire charge of the business, and has
enlarged it from that one car-load of corn, shelled
by hand, to 110 car-loads per week.

Soon after selling out his grocery business, in
1885 Mr. Royce organized the banking firm of
Royce, Smith & Coon, and opened a private
bank in Bowling Green, which was re-organized
in 1890, under the laws of the State, as a stock
company with $100,000 capital. This is one of
the soundest financial institutions in Ohio, and
Mr. Royce is its first and only president. He
also owned the second oil well drilled in this
county, but finding he had already all the busi-
ness he could attend to, he soon disposed of his
interests in that direction. He owns a large
amount of property in Bowling Green, and
erected what is known as the Royce Building.

Our subject was married October 31, 1867,
to Elizabeth Curson, who died in 1877. One
child was the result of this union, Maud, who
was born November 29, 1871, and is the wife of
F. E. Whitaker, a merchant of Bowling Green.
The present wife of Mr. Royce, to whom he was
married January 31, 1888, was Miss Hattie
Cargo, and they have one child named Ethel.
Mr. Royce isa Republican in politics, but in local
affairs is not bound by party lines, voting for the
men he cousiders the best for the offices. Social-
ly he belongs to the I. O. O. F. and the Royal
Arcanum, and is prominent in all philanthropic
work and enterprises which have for their object
the welfare of the community.

Hon. AsHEr Cook (deceased) was born in
Luzerne county, Penn., May 3, 1823. In early
childhood he came with his parents to Richland
county, Ohio, and a few years later moved to

Perrysburg, in Wood county. After a few years
residence there, the family removed to Chicago
(then a mere village), but not liking the place
they soon returned to Perrysburg, where the sub-
ject of this sketch spent the remainder of his
life. The journey from Chicago to Perrysburg,
about 250 miles, was overland, and Asher, who
was a mere lad, traveled the whole distance on
foot, driving a few cattle, which, with a team,
constituted the bulk of his father's possessions.
The father was a stone mason and plasterer by
occupation, and the son learned and followed the
same trades for a short time. He worked as a
common laborer in the construction of the Mad
River railway (now the Sandusky division of the

‘Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis rail-

way); also served for a time as a common sailor
upon the lakes. His ambition and thirst for
knowledge, however, soon led him into a higher
and broader sphere of usefulness. Without
means, other than the earnings of his daily labor,
he acquired a thorough knowledge of the com-
mon branches of learning, as well as several of
the higher, and he had an especial liking for the
study of languages. Without the benefit of a
college training he was able to read, with ease,
Latin, French, German and Spanish. His large
private library contained no less than 225 vol-
umes in those languages, and he spoke German
and French almost as fluently as he did the
English 1anguage.

Having acquired the necessary general educa-
tion, he studied law, and in 1849 was admitted to
the bar. In the practice he was associated with,
and pitted against, the ablest lawyers in north-
western Ohio, and was second to none of them
in ability and knowledge of the law. The late
Chief Justice Waite once said of him: ‘' In
knowledge and understanding of the fundamental
principles of law, Asher Cook has no equal in the
Maumee Valley.” Immediately on his admission
to the bar, our subject was elected prosecuting
attorney of his county, and in 1852 was elected
probate judge.

In 1853, Judge Cook was married to Miss
Amanda Hall, youngest daughter of Judge Jairus
Hall, of Vermont. She died during the cholera
epidemic, of 1854. Soon after her death Judge
Cook went to Europe, and spent a year in study
at Paris and Heidelberg, after which he returned
to Perrysburg and resumed the practice of law.
In 1858 he was married to Miss Sophia Hitch-
cock, eldest daughter of W. J. Hitchcock, then a
prominent merchant of Perrysburg.

In politics, Judge Cook began life as a Demo-
crat, and when his party became divided on the
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Slavery question, he cast his lot with that branch
of it known as the ‘‘Free Soil Party.” He took
an active part in the organization of the Repub-
lican party, being a member of the Pittsburg
Convention, at which that party, as a National
organization, had its birth. Several months be-
fore the Pittsburg Convention, a public meeting
was held at Portage, in Wood county, at which
resolutions were adopted embodying the princi-
ples contained in the Pittsburgplatform. In call-
ing this meeting, and in framing the resolutions
which it adopted, Judge Cook was the leading
spirit. The organization formed at that meeting
is claimed, and believed to have been, the first of
the local organizations out of which sprang the
party which has cut so large a figure in American
history. At the opening of the Rebellion, Judge
Cook raised, and commanded Company C, 21st
O. V. 1., during its service under the first call for
volunteers, and commanded his.company at the
battle of Carrick’s Ford and in other engagements.
He afteward raised and commanded Company F,
144th O. V. I. From 1862 to 1864 he repre-
sented Wood and Ottawa counties in the Fifty-
fifth General Assembly of Ohio. He was a dele-
gate to the Convention which nominated Gen.
Grant for the Presidency in 1868. In 1873 he
was elected to the Convention to revise the State
Constitution, and was made chairman of its com-
mittee on education. He showed marked ability
in the deliberations and debates of the Conven-
tion, and was recognized as among the best con-
stitutional lawyers in that body of able men.
Throughout his professional and political ca-
reer, Judge Cook’s great ability, his unquestion-
able integrity, his genial courtesy and fairness
won for him the profound respect and esteem
" of his associates and competitors. Fond of
travel, he in 1879 spent a year traveling with his
wife over Great Britain and Continental Europe,
and in 1883 he did the same, extending his trav-
els to Egypt and Palestine. Asa Free Mason he
was active and prominent, and in his daily life
exemplified all that is best in the doctrines and
teachings of the Order. His domestic and social
life was full of tenderness and sympathy for
others, and filled with unostentatious acts of
charity which were known at the time only to
himself and the recipients of his bounty. He
continued in the active practice of his profession
until his deatb, which occurred January 1, 1892.

W. M. RICHARD, one of the prosperous farm-
ers of Perry township, is a descendant of that
old pioneer family of Jacob Richard, who came
from Ashland county, Ohio, to Wood county in

1851. That gentleman was the grand{ather of
our subject, and his parents were John and Cath-
erine Richard. In Eagleville, this county, he
was born July 13, 1857, and after completing
his education at Pleasant Grove school in Perry
township, he gave his entire time to the cultiva-
tion of the old homestead. There his first ideas
of farming were obtained under the able direc-
tion of his father, and after the latter’'s death he
took entire charge of the place, which he now
owns and operates.

After the removal of his widowed mother to
Bloomdale, where she now resides, Mr. Richard
kept ‘*bach” for several years; but on April 22,
1894, he was joined in wedlock with Mrs. Alice
Black, widow of Lafayette Black, and daughter of
John and Charity ( Reigle ) Sherwood. She was
born in Wyandot county, Ohio, July 29, 1856,
and by her former marriage has one child—May,
born January 9, 188o0.

Mr. Richard has been quite successful in his
life work, and his neat farm shows the thrift and
enterprise of the owner, who is an unassuming
gentleman of excellent character, upright and
honorable in all things. He is a member in good
standing of the Church of Christ, at Eagleville,
as are also his wife and daughters, and he uni-
formly supports the principles of the Republican
party. On the 1st of March, 1889, he met with
quite an accident while sawing wood, losing
three of the fingers off his right hand, and, al-
though handicapped to some extent, he has be-
come able to perform almost all kinds of farm
labor.

HARMON SWERLEIN, an enterprising young ag-
riculturist, residing near Weston, was born in
Wyandot county, Ohio, September 26, 1857, a
son of John and Theresa Swerlein, both natives
of Germany, and pioneer settlers of Wyandot
county. Our subject was educated in the district
schools of the vicinity of his birthplace, and
worked upon his father’s farm until he attained
his majority. In 1880 he bought a farm of 135
acres, partly in Weston township and partly in
Grand Rapids, which he has improved, remodel-
ing the house and barns, and cultivating the land
after the most approved methods.

In 1879 he was married to Miss Ellen Speck,
of Wyandot county, who was born April 27,
1852, in New Pittsburg, Wayne Co., Ohio,
the only child of John and Ann Speck, who were
born in Chambersburg, Penn., the former of
whom died in 1869, the latter in 1859. Mrs.
Ellen Swerlein was a student of Heidelberg Col-
lege, and for many years a prominent teacher of
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Wyandot and Seneca counties. Our subject and
wife have no children. Mr. Swerlein’s industry,
integrity and good sense have secured to him, in
an unusual degree, the respect of his community.
In politics he is a Democrat.

WILLARD V. WaAYy. We quote from the ad-
dress of D. K. Hollenbeck, Esq., delivered at the
dedication of the Way Library and its presenta-
tion to the people of Perrysburg, November 23,
1892 (and from which this sketch is taken), our
subject being the donor, and to whom reference
is made:

*“ We are now met to call to remembrance the
acts, and in a fitting manner to do honor to the
name of another, whom 1 believe I am fully justi-
fied, in the words of the poet, in designating as
*One of the few, the immortal names, that were
not born to die.” I feel that upon us, as resi-
dents of this village by reason of the benefits
and advantages, which do, and will, accrue to us
personally in this instance as the ‘favored few,’
is imposed the duty, and to us is granted the
pleasure and opportunity of recognizing in a be-
fitting manner, one of the greatest benefactors our
village has ever known, and ‘ one whom we should
delight to honor;’ and it has been deemed quite
proper and appropriate that at the time of trans-
ferring this building to the care and custody of the
council of this village, for the use and benefit of
whose citizens it has been provided, some record
be made of its origin and present condition, and
also that proper recognition be awarded to him
whose generosity has conferred upon the present
and future residents of our village this library
building, the several thousand volumes of books
already provided and to be placed therein, and the
many thousand more of volumes which as time
passes will find places on these shelves.

““Willard V. Way was born in Springfield,
Otsego Co., N. Y., August 3, 1807. His father,
Samuel Way, was a farmer in very moderate cir-
cumstances, and the early life of the son was
spent on the farm, he periodically attending the
country schools, such as they were at that early
date, as his condition of health would permit (he
in his young days suffered from ill health). Be-
fore reaching his majority, the family were fully
convinced of the fact that he would be unable to
earn a livelihood, and his attention was turned to
acquiring an education, hoping that by his head,
so to speak, he might be enabled to accomplish
that which he was precluded from doing with his
hands.  After taking a preparatory course in
Hardwick Academy, one of the popular educa-
tional institutions of its class of that dayv, at the

age of twenty-three, he entered Union College,
from which he graduated in due course, after be-
ing subjected to many privations and hardships in
providing the means for his college expenses,
made necessary by reason of his father’s limited
means. His case is but another one of the many
thousands in proof of the old but true saying that,
‘ where there’s a will there’'s a way.” Onleaving
college Mr. Way entered the law office of Bangs
& Haskell in the village of LeRoy, in the State
of New York, but his legal studies were com-
pleted in the office of Payne & Wilson, in Paines-
ville, Ohio, and he was admitted to practice in
this State in 1832, from which date he soon be-
came and was widely known as an honored mem-
ber of that most honorable profession. After
having been thus admitted, and after having trav-
eled over several of what were then known as the
«Western States,’ Ohio included, in search of a
location, in 1834, he settled in Perrysburg, no
doubt to a greater or less extent drawn hither by
the beautiful location of the village on the banks
of the beautiful river now so aptly and appropri-
ately called, the ¢ Hudson of the West;' and here
he remained until his death, and he now sleeps
in the cemetery at the foot of the granite shaft
erected to designate his resting-place to future
generations.

*Soon after his location in Perrysburg, Mr.
Way was married to Miss Sophia Hodge, then
living in Buffalo, N. Y., who survived him until
September 20, 1892, when she departed this life
at Mansfield, in this State, at the age of eighty-
five years. Several years since, after her re-
moval to .Mansfield, as the result of a fall, Mrs.
Way became and remained almost helpless, and
a great sufferer until her final departure, and she
is now at rest beside her husband—

Sleeping the sleep that knows not breaking,
Morn of toil, nor night of waking.

<« If there are any who were living in this vicin-
ity at the time of Mr. Way's location here, we
need not remind them that those were ¢ pinch-
ing times,’ and Mr. Way was obliged, with the
other pioneers of this then comparatively new
country, to endure all the privations and hard-
ships incident to that early day, and in the years
immediately following, as the occasions were
presented, like some of his cotemporaries who
thought a position of affluence would thereby
sooner be attained, than by a strict attention to
the business of his chosen profcssion, he was
lured into the whirlpool of speculation, and for
the time being, financially ruined. But he

‘would not down.” His reverses seemed but
+ to incite him to more vigorous action, and to
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create in him a more settled purpose and firm
determination to recover the ground he had thus
lost, and to attain that position for which he had
been striving; and, as the result of after years of
toil, privations and hardships, he found himself
in independent circumstances, and we, his friends
and neighbors, now know that all his labors and
self-denials were not alone to accumulate means
for his own self-gratification, but, as well, to ad-
vance our interests individually, as the interests
of our village. Mr. Way’s attachment for the
home of his adoption seems never to have weak-
ened or wavered, and the time that elapsed be-
tween the date of the execution of his will and
the date of his death shows conclusively that the
final disposition of his estate was not the result
of any hasty conclusion, but rather made after
calm and mature deliberation. If, in the words
of another, I was asked—

Breathes there a man with sdul so dead,

Who never to himself hath said,

This is my own, my native land?—
I would answer, possibly there does, but I am
certain that, in the light of recent events, you
would unite with me in the earnest protest that
Mr. Way was imbued with an entirely different
spirit.

‘“ Mr. Way was a strictly honest man, and
withal prudent and economical, and, while living,
was sometimes charged by his more inconsiderate
friends and fellow citizens with being inclined to
carry his ideas of economy, at least in public
matters, to that extreme, that the work in hand
was sometimes weakened, rather than profited by
by his suggestions. However, when one calls to
mind the circumstances surrounding him in the
early years of his residence in our village, and the
struggles he then passed through, I think his
peculiarity in this regard is very easily and satis-
factorily accounted for, and subsequent events
lead me to say that Mr. Way was evidently
misjudged.

* Willard V. Way departed this hfe on Au-
gust 25, 1875, now more than seventeen years
since, leaving a Last Will and Testament, with
the conditions of which, no doubt, you are all
more or less familiar. After making certain be-
quests amounting in the aggregate to over $15,-
000.00, by the 8th item in his will Mr. Way de-
vises and bequeaths to this village all the remain-
der of his estate (except what is given for a pub-
lic park), to be used in establishing a public
library in this village for the use of its inhabitants
under such regulations as may be prescribed by
the council of the village, subject to the following
conditions: $15,000.00 of his estate shall be in-
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vested in safe public interest-bearing securities,
to remain a perpetual fund belonging to said vil-
lage, the interest of which, only, is to be used in
the purchase of books and works properly belong-
ing to a public library. The remainder of the
bequest for the use of a public library may be
used as the council of said village may deem most
for the interest of the library in the purchase of a
lot, and erection of a suitable building for the li-
brary and literary halls, and purchase of books,
and for no other purpose. It was to give effect
to the conditions in this latter clause that the
council, on March 25, 1890, requested the exec-
utors to purchase a site and erect a library build-
ing thereon, and that duty having been perform-
ed, it now remains for them, and becomes their
duty, to give some account of their stewardship.

** Mr. Way also left $5,000, the interest of
which to be used to defray the expenses of a
scholar to any college he may choose, the scholar,
to receive the benetits, to be the one from the
graduating class of the Perrysburg High School
standing the highest every fourth year. In poli-
tics, Mr. Way was a Democrat, and in his younger
life he took quite an active part in political affairs.
At one time he served the people of the county as
prosecuting attorney.

*« For many years prior to his death he was a
confirmed invalid, and suffered greatly, although
during those latter vears he traveled a great deal,
searching for some relief or specific whereby the
hand of death might possibly be stayed ¢ yet a
little longer.” ”

L. C. CorLg, of Bowling Green, who has
more than a local reputation as a lawyer, orator,
politician, and business man, is a descendant of
an old English family, the American branch be-
ing traced to three brothers—Joshua, Elijah and
Ezekiel—who came over to Maryland in the
time of Lord Baltimore. They were Baptists in
faith, and did not remain in that colony during
the struggles which resulted in religious tolera-
tion, but went to other sections, one to New
England, one to Virginia, where his descendants
still live, and the other, the ancestor of L. C.
Cole, to Washington county, Penn., whence, as
the country developed, later generations came
west, settling in Ohio.

Thomas Cole, the father of our subject, was
born in 1808, in Jefferson county, Ohio, where
he spent his life in agricultural pursuits, and
died in 1859. He married Miss Mary Jackman,
a native of the same county, born in 1814, who
survived him mrany years, dying in 1882. Four
children were born to them: Caroline, who mar-
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ried 1. J. Jackman, of Wellsville; L. C., whose
name introduces this sketch; Isaac, who died at
the age of fourteen; and Elizabeth, the wife of
W. P. Cooper, of Wellsville.

The subject of this sketch first saw the light
September 14, 1849, and grew to manhood at
the old home in Jefferson county. He attended
college at Mount Union and Richmond, and
afterward read law with Judge Robert Martin, of
Steubenville, Ohio. In 1872, at Newark, Ohio,
he was admitted to the bar, and began the prac-
tice of his profession at Massillon, Ohio, where
he remnained from June, 1873, to April, 1887,
when he came to Bowling Green. His ability
soon won him the confidence of the people of
Massillon, and he was elected to various impor-
tant official positions. From 1375 to 1880, he
was city solicitor until his election in 1834 to the
State Legislature, in Stark county, where he
served two terms. Being an influential and out-
spoken Democrat, his side of the House nomi-
nated him for Speaker, and came within one vote
of electing him.

Having become interested in the Bowling
Green Glass Co., Mr. Cole decided to locate
there, the better to look after that and other
business enterprises. The glass factory burned
down in 1891, and as the gas was exhausted in
that vicinity the company did not rebuild. Mr.
Cole is at present president of the Swayzee Glass
Co., at Swayzee, Ind., and looks after the finan-
cial interests of that concern. He is a director
of the First National Bank, of Bowling Green,
and a member of several leading oil companies,
operating in Wood county and in Tennessee.
Aside from his prominence in business and pro-
fessional circles, Mr. Cole is an enthusiastic
Democrat, takes an active interest in political
affairs, in which his influence as a leader in that
party is widely recognized. He was a member
and secretary of the State Central Committee
six years; member of the Executive. Committee
four years, and secretary of the same during the
memorable campaign of McKinley and Campbell,
in 1891. Being urged by his political friends to
permit himself to be nominated for probate judge
of Wood county, in 1894, he consented—unwill-
ingly on his part, on account of the extent of his
private business—but at the election, though
running well ahead of his ticket, he was defeated.
Socially, Mr. Cole isa member of the F. & A. M.,
Order of Elks, Knights of the Maccabees, Royal
Arcanum and K. of P. In religious faith he and
his family are members and active workers in the
M. E. Church. ’

In his amiable and cultured wife, formerly

Miss Martha J. Douglass, to whom he was mar-
ried in 1872, Mr. Cole has a true helpmeet. She
was born in 1849, in Richmond, Ohio, where
they were fellow students, and where they formed
an attachment in which intellect as well as heart
found congenial companionship.  They have had
two children, Tom D. (aged sixteen) and Nellie S.,
the latter of whom died in June, 1893, at the age
of fourtcen. Mrs. Coleis the daughter of Thomp-
son and Rebecca (Dougherty) Douglass, the
former of whom was born at Pittsburg, Penn.,
and was a son of Robert Douglass, a native of
Scotland, and, on his mother’s side, a direct
descendant of the Stuarts.  Thompson Douglass
was thrice married, first time to Martha John-
son, by whom he had one child, Emery Pyle,
who served in the war of the Rebellion, and died
in the army. The second wife of Mr. Douglass
was Rebecca Dougherty, who bore him six chil-
dren: Leonidas, who enlisted in the Union army
at the age of eighteen, and died of sickness in
1862; Homer, deceased in 1881; Martha J. (Mrs.
Cole); Mary, who died in 1882; Theodore, living
at the old home in Richmond, Ohio; and Ida,
wife of G. MclIntyre, a farmer of Carroll county,
Ohio. The third wife of Thompson Douglass
was Emeline Wallace, now his widow, and still
living at the old home.

Mr. Cole stands in the front rank of the lead-
ing business men of Wood county, and is one of
the most prominent and prosperous. His fame
as an erudite and accomplished scholar, a ripe
lawyer, a brilliant orator and a close student of
political economy, is not confined to the city of
his adoption, but extends throughout the entire
county, and even far beyond its limits.

Jacos RicHarD, deceased. Between 1740
and 17350 two distingyished families came from
Europe and settled in southern and southeast-
ern Pennsylvania—the paternal ancestors from
Germany, the maternal from Switzerland. Flee-
ing from oppression and persecution in the Fa-
therland, they sought homes and happiness in
the New World, where some of them joined
their destinies in business and marital relations.

Jacob Richard was born July 31, 1803, near
Pleasant Unity, Unity township, Westmoreland
Co., Penn., the seccond child but first son of John
and Mary (Poorman) Richard. His grandpar-
ents were Jacob and Polly (Radebaugh) Richard,
both of whom were residents of Franklin county.
His grandfather was married five times, and had
children by four of his wives. The old home-
stead was in Letterkenny township, Franklin
county, and is quite fully described in the public
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records. He died upon it at the age of eighty-
three. His children, in the order of birth, were:
(1) John, the father of the subject of this me-
moir, born in Franklin county, and died there in
May, 1835. (2) Mary (called ‘*Polly’) married
Peter Poorman, of Hamilton township, same
county. (3) George, who lived in Somerset,
Perry Co., Ohio, and died July 31, 1864, in his
eighty-fourth year; he was a wealthy, patriotic
merchant, and a zealous Republican and Meth-
odist. (4) Elizabeth, married to Jacob Humbar-
ger. (5) Susannah, married to Jonathan Foltz,
an uncle of M. A. Foltz, present proprietor and
editor of the Public Opinion, of Chambersburg.
(6) Jacob. (7) Sarah, married to Henry Snider.
(8) Daniel.

John Richard, the eldest son, was married in
1800 to Mary Poorman. He died in May, 1835,
and his widow in January, 1847. They had
seven children, viz.: (1) Elizabeth, married to
Jacob Mykrantz. (2) Jacob, dur subject. (3)
Catherine, married to Rudolph Sease. (4) Polly,
married to Joseph France. (5) John, now living
in Gratiot county, Mich. (6) George, who died
several years ago in Pittsburg. (7) Margaret,
married to George Bear.

Jacob Richard, the second in the above men-
troned family, removed with his parents to West-
moreland county, Penn., sometime prior to 1811,
and spent his youth upon the farm, acquiring the
rudiments of an English education, consisting of
reading, writing and arithmetic. The study of
the New Testament and the reading of U. S.
History were obligatory; English grammar and
geography were not taught. On November 4,
1823, he was joined in matrimony to Rebecca,
youngest daughter of Charles and Elizabeth
(Stough) Richard. She was born in what is
called ¢‘Culbertson’s Row,” Franklin Co., Penn.,
December 16, 1804. Her father, Charles Rich-
ard, was one of a family of two brothers, John
and Jacob, a half-brother, Conrad, and three full
sisters: Maria, married to a Sullenberger; Cath-
erine, married to a Lose; and Rebecca, married
to Henry Crow.

Charles Richard was born in Berks county,
Penn., September 27, 1755, and died in West-
moreland county, same State, August 17, 1852,
in his ninety-seventh year. He was married
April 22, 1774, to .Elizabeth Stough, who died
January 13, 1826, in her sixty-ninth year. After
his marriage he entered the Revolutionary army,
and was with Washington at Long Island, White
Plains, Trenton and Valley Forge. He crossed
. the Delaware with Washington, and aided in the
capture of the Hessians, on Christmas Day, 1776;

_ oy T

passed through the siege and horrors of Valley
Forge during thé memorable winter of 1777-78.
With a furlough in his pocket, and a pair of new
shoes in his knapsack, he lay down on the night
of December 23, 1777, intending to start home
the next morning, but during the night his shoes
were stolen. Undaunted, he started, as planned,
and traveled fifty miles in his stockings, leaving
bloody tracks to mark his route. From the
marriage referred to sprang eight children, viz.:
George; Charles; Molly, married to Henry Smith;
William; Elizabeth, married to George Fortney;
John; Sarah, married to Jonathan Fry; and
Rebecca, who married Jacob Richard, and died
May 6, 1881.

Returning again, Jacob and Rebecca had three
sons born to them in Westmoreland county:
John, July 14, 1825, deceased October 8, 1878;
Reuben, May 23, 1829, lost on the ill-fated
¢ Sultana,’’ April 27, 1865; and Charles, October
3, 1831, now residing at Bloomdale, Ohio. In
1835 the family removed to Ashland county,
Ohio, where they resided until March 26, 1851.
Five other sons were born at Ashland, viz.:
William S., a resident of Bloomdale; George,
November 28, 1837, killed at the raising of a
barn near Eagleville, May 18, 1861; Franklin,
March 27, 1841, a resident of Bloom township;
J. Fraise, a sketch of whom follows; and Simon,
March 29, 1846, at present residing in Bloomdale.

In 1851, the Richard family was removed
from Ashland county to Wood county, arriving,
March 29, at their destination on what is now
the farm owned by W. S. Richard, a mile north-
east of Bloomdale. All was wilderness and dis-
couragement. The little round-log, one-story
cabin stood in the midst of a dense forest. With-
out, on every hand, were water, and frogs, and
owls, and wild game—in short, all the elements
of pioneer life in a new country. With brave
heart and resolute will, assisted by a loyal wife
and industrious boys, the father went to work to
establish a home and hew out a fortune. Grad-
ually, as by magic, the heavily timbered forest
was converted into fertile fields and blooming or-
chards, and the very elements of discouragement
became sources of rich development and substan-
tial comfort.

Time passed on. The family of boys be-
came one of men. Mr. Richard, the father,
was honored by his neighbors with their confi-
dence, aud several times he served them in the
responsible position of township assessor. The
trying period of war came. Five sons went into
the service of their country—Reuben in Company
B, 102nd O. V. I.; John, Charles and ]J. Fraise
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in Company B, 111th O. V. I.; and W. S. in
Company E, 144th O. V. 1. The first four en-
tered the service in the autum of 1862, and all
returned except Reuben, who, as an exchanged
prisoner from the Cahaba death-pen, was a vic-
tim of the ‘*Sultana” disaster.

Jacob Richard was'a man of good judgment,
somewhat impulsive, but generous, kind, honest,
industrious and law-abiding. Politically, he was
reared a Democrat, and supported Douglas for
the Presidency in '1860. When the war broke
out, and his sons and neighbors entered the
service of their country, he abandoned his old
party and became first an ardent Unionist, and
afterward, by necessity, a determined Republic-
an. Religiously, he was reared a Presbyterian,
but some five years prior to his death he was
immersed and joined the Church of Christ, at
Eagleville, in whose faith he peacefully expired
on the night of April 1, 1891.

Rebecca, his wife, was reared a member of
the Reformed Church, but during her residence
at Ashland, Ohio, she became a member of the
Presbyterian Church, of which her husband was
a deacon at that time. She was kind, affec-
tionate, industrious, devoted to her family, anda
considerate and peaceable neighbor. She was
known in the community as ‘¢ Aunt Becky,” and
was universally beloved. She had no enemies.
Her later life was saddened by several trying
events: first by the sudden death of her son
George, on May 18, 1861, by a falling plate
in the raising of a large barn at the home of
Robert Jacobs, two and one-half miles north of
her home; secondly, by the enlistment of her
five sons in the army; thirdly, by the tragic death
of Reuben; fourthly, by the death of John,
October 8, 1878, after enduring, unhurt, the
experiences of an active soldier’s life- for three
years; and, lastly, by the death of her life part-
ner, as related.

It may not be amiss to note a peculiarity
or two respecting these families. (1)—On the
paternal side Jacob and John were favorite
names. In the present instance Jacob had two
sons whom he named John and Jacob. He
was the son of John, who, in turn, was the
son of Jacob, and so on. (2)—So far as the
record goes, the two ancestral familes were
always law-abiding citizens, not one of them
having ever been convicted of a henious crime.
(3)—On the maternal side three generations had
representatives in three wars, all of whom were
named Charles—all musicians: Charles Richard
was a fifer in the Revolution, his son Charles
in the war of 1812, and his grandson Charles in

the war of the Rebellion. (4)—All of them
have been intensely American and patriotic in
their sentiments.” [Contributed by Prof. ]J.
Fraise Richard, of Washington, D. C.

Pror. J. Fraise RicHarDp, Educational Evan-
gelist, historian and literary writer, was born
near Ashland, Ohio, January 18, 1844, and is
the seventh son of Jacob and Rebecca Richard.

At the age of seven our subject removed with
his parents to Bloom township, Wood county,
and his youth was spent in clearing up and work-
ing the farm which 'Squire W. S. Richard now
possesses, near Bloomdale. His education prior
to the war was secured in the district school
known as ¢ Hopewell,” and included the ordi-
nary English branches. His intense thirst for
knowledge was not gratified, however, by simple
school studies. He read all the books and
papers which came within his reach, and did his
most effective study in front of the fireplace
whose light was furnished by burning chips and
hickory bark. By these aids he was enabled to
teach his first school at Eagleville, in the winter
of 1860-61, he being then but sixteen years of
age. The autumn of 1861 was spent by him at
Seneca County Academy, under Prof. Aaron
Schuyler, the prince of mathematicians, logicians
and psychologists.

On the sth of August, 1862, his books packed
to return to the Academy, Prof. Richard re-
sponded to President Lincoln’s call for troops,
and enlisted as a member of Company B, 111th
O. V. 1., and went with his regiment to the field,
serving in Kentucky and Tennessee. Unsolicited
on his part, he was made postmaster of the regi-
ment, and served successfully as chief clerk at
brigade, division corps, army and department
headquarters, a portion of the time for Gens.
Cox, Foster, Stoneman, Schofield and Palmer.
He was twice offered a captain’s commission,
the latter time as assistant adjutant-general in
the regular army. All such military honors he
declined, however, and in September, 1865, he
returned to civil life, to enter upon his educa-
tional work which had been interrupted for three
years. He attended the Northwestern Christian
(now Butler) University, at Indianapolis, and
after one year's study of language, mathematics
and logic, transferred his studies to Lebanon,
Ohio, where he graduated from the business,
scientific and classic courses at the National
Normal University, in August, 1869. He was an
instructor in the institution until August, 1870,
when he organized the Northwestern Normal
School at Republic, in the building previously oc-
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cupied by Profs. Thos. W. Harvey and Aaron
Schuyler. This institution soon outgrew its facil-
ities; and, the citizens neglectiug to supply ampler
apartments, it was, upon the request and assur-
ance of Charles Foster and other citizens, re-
moved to Fostoria in the autumn of 1874. The
attendance the first year in the new site was 508
students, exceeding the facilities possessed. Ow-
ing to lack of suitable buildings, the school was
consolidated, in the autumn of 1875, with the
Normal School at Ada, which fact gave that
school its strength and efficiency. The Republic
school was the progenitor of the large schools at
Valparaiso and Angola, Ind., and of others in
the West. It was an educational leaven, whose
influence has extended from ocean to ocean.

Prof. Richard superintended the public
schools at Alliance, Ohio, in 1877-78; was prin-
cipal of a flourishing Normal School at Mansfield
from 1878 to 1882; lectured in institutes in a
number of States from 1882 to 1885; spent his
time in historical writing from 1885 to 1889; and
since 1890 has been employed in the City of
Washington (his present home) in official, educa-
tional and literary work. For thirty-five years
he has been a writer’ for the secular, religious
and educational press, his writings being pub-
lished in mediums of general circulation.

On October 6, 1867, our subject was married,
at Freeport, to Miss Emma D. Strong. From
this union have issued two sons: Livy S., and
Vernon I. The former is editor-in-chief of the
Scranton (Penn.) 7ribune,; the latter is a mere
boy, living with his mother in Ohio.

Prof. Richard’s first vote was cast in 1864, at
Knoxville, Tenn., for Lincoln and Johnson.
Since then his affiliation has been with the Re-
publican party. He is a staunch Republican, but
does not belong to the party in a servile sense.
Religiously, he has been identified with the
Church of Christ since June 2, 1862. He has
never smoked a cigar nor chewed a quid of to-

bacco in his life, nor has he tasted a drop of any .

intoxicants, even beer, since May, 1859. Indeed
it can truly be said his life work has been a source
of inspiration and encouragement to the young.

J. C. LincoLN, M. D., who is one of the
best known and most highly respected physicians
and surgeons of Bowling Green, where he also
carries on an extensive drug business, was born
“in Albany, N. Y., May 22, 1844.

Leonard Lincoln, the father of our subject,
was also a native of Albany, where he was born
in 1812, and where he was married, in 1835, to

Miss Ada Boughton. The Lincoln family were
among the early settlers of New York State, as
were also the ancestors of Mrs. Lincoln, among
the latter being Maj. Reuben Boughton, a hero
of the Revolution. Mrs. Lincoln was born in
the same city and the same year as her husband,
and was the only daughter among eighteen chil-
dren, her father having been married three times.
In 1844 Dr. Lincoln’s parents came west, settling
first in Watertown, Wis., where the father fol-
lowed farming until 1852, when his wife died
and he removed to Winona, Minn. There he
resided about ten years, when he went to Mar-
shalltown, Iowa, where he still lives. He be-
longed to the Democratic party until the war of
the Rebellion, when he became a Republican; in
religious faith he is a member of the Baptist
Church.

Our subject is the youngest of two children.
His elder brother Charles was born in 1841, and
the story of his life reads like a romance, although
similar to that of many who took part in the try-
ing scenes of the war between the North and
South. At that time the family was living in
Minnesota, and he joined the first regiment of
volunteers, going at once to the front and taking
part in the first fatal battle of Bull Run. There
he was taken prisoner, with a number of others,
and carried first to Richmond, afterward confined
in the terrible .stockade at Andersonville, and
later at Castle Pinckney, where he was finally
exchanged and sent home. Three times during
this period he made his escape, hiding in the
forest, and for days living upon raw and parched
corn.  Each time he was recaptured, the last
time when within only two or three miles of the
Federal lines. This was a few days previous to
his exchange, and when he was released he was
sent to the hospital at Washington completely
broken down in healthlr, and a shadow of his for-
mer self, being reduced, by a course of slow star-
vation, from a strong young man weighing 190
pounds, to an emaciated invalid whose weight
was but eighty pounds. When sufficiently recov-
ered, he returned to Minnesota, and during the
Indian troubles in that State, in 1863, he assisted
in organizing the Second Minnesota Cavalry, of
which he was made first lieutenant,” afterward
promoted to captain, and which was stationed at
Fort Ridgely, where he died from the effects of
hardships endured during his life in Confederate
prisons.

Dr. Lincoln made his home with his parents,
and had commenced the study of medicine when
the Civil war broke out. After the battle of Bull
Run, in which his only brother, above mentioned,
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was engaged, and whose name was reported in
the list of the killed, our subject determined to
offer his services to the cause for which his
brother had sacrificed his life. He accord-
ingly recruited 347 men for the i1st Minne-
sota Regiment, the same in which his brother
had served, and joined the command at Camp
Stone as assistant surgeon. A year had passed
since Charles had been taken prisoner, and
the family was still under the impression that
he was dead, as his letters to the members had
been intercepted by the Rebel authorities. Dr.
Lincoln was at this time camped with his regi-
ment near Savage Station, when an officer in-
formed him that a boat-load of Federal prisoners
was being exchanged, and he received intimation
that his brother was among them. The boat,
however, passed out of sight just as he reached
the landing, and he was unable to confirm the
report. Some time later Dr. Lincoln was seri-
ously wounded at the battle of Fair Oaks, and
was sent to hospital in New York City, where he
remained three months, it afterward transpiring
that his brother was in the same city all the time,
although neither knew of the other’s presence.
On recovering from his wound, Dr. Lincoln
returned to his home in Minnesota, after which
he became a student in Lawrence University, at
Appleton, Wis., remaining there three years.
He then read medicine for a year with Dr. Ford,
of Winona, after which he entered Rush Medical
College, at Chicago, from which he was gradu-
ated with the degree of M. D. in 1871. In
Franklin county, Iowa, he began the practice of
his profession, but, the climate not agreeing with
him, he came to Ohio and located near Fostoria,
where he remained until 1873. Since that date
* he has been a resident of Bowling Green, where
he has built up a large and lucrative practice,
identifying himself also with the leading interests
of the city, taking a leading place in all matters
pertaining to its advancement. He has been a
member of the city council and of the board of
education; was medical pension examiner under
President Harrison, and was the unanimous
choice of Wood county for congressman some
two years ago. He has large property interests
in Bowling Green, amoung which is his handsome
residence, one of the best in the city, built at a
cost of $14,000, and the fine brick structure oc-
cupied by his large and well-kept drugstore and
office. He is also half-owner of the Lincoln &
Tuller block, and it is chiefly due to his enter-
prise that these handsome structures have been
erected. He is a member of the State Medical

Society, and also of the American Medical
20

Association, and belongs to the I. O. O. F., the
G. A R,and F. & A M.

Dr. Lincoln has been twice married, his first
wife being Miss Emma Norris, of Fostoria, Ohio,
who was born November 1, 1854, and died De-
cember 12, 1883. Two children were born of
this union: John H., a graduate of the high
school of Bowling Green, and now a partner in
his father’s drug store; and Eudora, who gradu-
ated from the Bowling Green High School, in
1895, and is now a student in Oberlin College.
The second wife of Dr. Lincoln, who was Miss
Nettie Willard, is a cousin of Miss Frances E.
Willard, of W. C. T. U. fame. Dr. Lincolnand
his wife are popularin society, and their charming
home is the abode of refined and cultured hospi-
tality.

E. B. BEVERSTOCK, a prominent agriculturist
of Washington township, living near Tontogany,
was born in Rutland county, Vermont, October
5, 1835.

His grandfather Beverstock came from Eng-
land in the latter part of the last century, but of
his history and that of his family but little is
known. Daniel Beverstock, our subject’s father,
was born in Swanzey, N. H., in 1793, and dur-
ing the war of 1812, he took charge of the family
of his brother Silas, who entered the army.
Among the family relics treasured by our subject
are two.artistically designed specimens of Indian
workmanship, a peace club and a war club, cap-
tured from the savages by his uncle, Silas. Daniel
Beverstock, who was a farmer by occupation,
married Miss Sabrina Barney, a native of Ver-
mont, and came to Ohio in 1855. After one
year passed in Wood county, he located in Rich-
land county, where he died in 1876; his wife in
1865. He had been a Democrat throughout his
life, but his last vote was cast for Hayes. There
were nine children in his family, namely: Alma
S. is the widow of Asa Spaulding, of Richland
county; Constant resides near St. Paul; Lyman
W. died in Vermont; ]J. B. (deceased)  was
formerly a grain dealer in Richland county, and
later in Huron, Ohio; Silas is a farmer at Lex-
ington, Ohio; Fannie is the wife of Homer Wells,
of Cass county, Mich.; Loraine, who never mar-
ried, lives in Cassopolis, Mich. ; our subject comes
next; and Ann lives in Lexington.

E. B. Beverstock, to use his own words,
- graduated out of a spelling book at the com-
mon schools of Vermont,” and his parents being
poor, he commenced working at the early age of
eight years. He was nineteen years old when he
came with his parents to Wood county, and for
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some time worked by the month; but finally set-
tled on a farm of his own on the confines of the
present village of Tontogany, where he now owns
150 acres of land. On December 8, 1859, he
married Miss Victoria Virginia Kuder, a native of
this county, born June 12, 1839, a daughter of
Solomon Kuder, a sketch of whom appears else-
where. Shedied January 14, 1882, leaving seven
children: Otis, a well-known resident of Bowling
Green; Edward and Ella (twins), the former a
rising young attorney of Bowling Green, member
of the firm of James & Beverstock, while EMa
is the wife of Reuben Johnson, of Tontogany;
Arthur J., born March 24, 1866, and married
March 1, 1890, to Miss May Klinepeter; Belle,
born November 13, 1867; Clarence, born Sep-
tember 4, 1877; and Edna, born January 25, 1880,
are all at home.

Mr. Beverstock entered the army in 1862, en-
listing in Company G, 1st Regiment, O. L. A.,
assigned to the Army of the Cumberland, first in
the Fourth, and later inthe Fourteenth armycorps.
He took part in over thirty battles and skirmishes,
among them the engagements at Stone River,
Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, Missionary
Ridge, Franklin and Nashville. At Stone River he
received two bullet wounds within five minutes—
one in the ankle and one in the instep—on which
occasion eight men and twenty-two horses were
killed, twenty-two men wounded, and.four guns
and two caissons were taken by the enemy. Re-
turning home, in June, 1865, he resumed the
peaceful occupation of farming, which he still
continues. His present residence, a fine build-
ing, was erected in 1878. A Republican in poli-
tics, he is a leader in his party. He served as
. county commissioner six years, and was one of
the four appointed by the Judge of the Common
Pleas court, in March, 1894, to act on the build-
ing and furnishing of the new court house, which
cost in the neighborhood of $300,000; for sev-
eral- years he "also served as townsi.p trustee.
Socially, he is a member of the I, O. O. F., K.
of P., and G. A. R., has been president of the
agricultural society and is now its treasurer. Mr.
Beverstock is a man of superior intelligence, a
great student of the Bible and of the better class
of literature, and he takes an interest in all pro-
gressive measures, both at home and abroad.

EpsoN Goit (deceased), for many years a
prominent and successful member of the Wood
County Bar, and an extensive merchant and land
owner, was born in Oswego county, N. Y.,
" October 17, 1808. ’
While he was yet an infant his father died,

and during his boyhood he found but little time
or opportunity to improve his inind by the aid of
books, but such chances as presented themselves
he availed himself of, and by the time he was
twenty years old he was capable of teaching, and
did teach a district school. Before he was of
age he started for the Western country, as Ohio
was then called, at which time, when there were
neither railroads or canals, and but few wagon
roads, a journey from New York thither was of
no small magnitude. However, with all his
worldly effects tied up in a bundle, young Goit
surmounted all difficulties, ‘¢ took the road,” and
soon found himself at Tiffin, in Seneca county.
Here he worked at odd jobs, taught school both
there and in Fremont, comparatively insignificant
villages in those early days, in the meantime
reading law with Abel T. Rawson. In due course
he was admitted to the bar to practice law, and,
being desirous of seeking the best possible place
for a young attorney to establish himself at, he
chose Findlay to commence business in, a village
some thirty-five miles distant. Mr. Goit had but
little money, but plenty of energy and muscle, so
with his rather scanty wardrobe and a few law
books tied up in a package, he set out on foot for
his new destination. On his arrival at Findlay,
then the small country town of Hancock county,
which had recently been set off from Wood
county, he took up his abode with the family of
the late L. Q. Rawson, and became the pioneer
of the legal profession in that part of the State.
But there was no demand for his services; Black-
stone and Coke were at a discount, and by the
end of six months, nearly all his means being
gone, he decided to leave the place. However,
things suddenly took a turn for the better, pros-
pects gradually brightened; business came, cli-
ents increased in number, and all thoughts of
leaving Findlay vanished from his mind. Mr.
Goit now went to board with William Taylor,
who kept the tavern. While he was here Mrs.
Taylor's sister, Jane Patterson, and brother,
arrived from Pennsylvania on horseback, and not
long afterward (February 21, 1833), Mr. Goit and
Miss Patterson were married. From that time
on his fortune seemed to be made. Frank,
straightforward and generous, he made friends
with all with whom he came in contact; settlers
began to come in very fast, and business rapidly
increased. By the year 1840 he had accumulated
quite a competence, at that time owning nearly
2,000 acres of the best land in and about Find-
lay, besides having over ten thousand dollars in
ready cash.

Owing to close application to business and
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overwork, his health began to fail, so he decided
to vary his occupation somewhat, which proved
to be an unfortunate step. He engaged exten-

sively in mercantile business, and, besides a large

store in Findlay, he opened branch establish-
ments in Bluffton, Gilboa and Ottawa, all of
which he had to entrust largely to the manage-
ment of clerks, for he was still carrying on con-
siderable law practice, as well as much other
business, and taking an active part in politics,
and in every public enterprise in the town and
county. He endorsed notes, and went bail for
young men who were trying to get a start in
business, than which nothing seemed to afford
him more pleasure, for he was a man of broad
generosity, and had a large confidence in his
fellow men. Such, and other generous traits in
his character, led him, unfortunately, into much
pecuniary difficulty, and in 1857, when the finan-
cial panic swept over the country, he found him-
self but ill-prepared for it, and by the time the
dark clouds had passed he beheld his fortune a
mere wreck. In the midst of all this others as
well as himself had been ruined, and where he
happened to be bondsman, creditors fell back on
him, so that he found himself harrassed from all
sides. But he did not succumb to the storm, and
at this point is where his manhood and sterling
honesty shone brightest. He made no assign-
ment, nor did he go into bankruptcy, but went to
work with renewed power and energy. Every
one had faith in his integrity, and as he went on
converting his property into means whereby to
pay debt after debt, dollar for dollar, he found
himself at the end with but little’of his former
fortune left. 1Itis a satisfaction to know that in
spite of all his misfortunes, Mr. Goit had in his
later days a comfortable competence left for him-
self and remaining family, and as he himself said
a short time before his death, ‘‘After so many
ups and downs in my life, I am glad that if I do
not get well I shall at least die square with the
world."”

To the marriage of Mr. Goit with Miss Pat-
terson were born Edson Goit, Jr., January 8, 1838;
William, June 26, 1840; Laquirna, April 14,
1843, and Theodosia, April 8, 1846. Mrs. Goit's
death occurred April 24, 1863, at Findlay, Ohio,
and on December 19, 1865, Mr. Goit was mar-
ried to Sara Ann McConnell, and to the marriage
were born: Ida Mary, May 19, 1867 — died
June 29, 1869; and Theodoro E., September 11,
1869 — died January 9, 1886.

Edson Goit, Jr., in 1885, was married to
Mary Beck, and they are residents of Kincaid,
Kans. William Goit, on January 27, 1861,

married Mary K. Freeman, and to them was
born one son, L. C. William died September 1,
1896. Theodosia Goit, on March 29, 1866, was
married to George \W. Trichler, M. D. Dr.
Trichler was a native of Bellefontaine, Logan
Co., Ohio. He was a gallant officer of the
57th O. V. I. during the late Civil war, serving
as captain of Company G, and after the war re-
moved to Riga, Mich., where he practiced his
profession for twenty-three years, and where he
was actively and prominently identified with the
affairs of the place. He served several terms as
postmaster, and for years conducted a drug store.
In 1889 he removed to Bowling Green, Ohio.
His death occurred September 27, 18g0. To
the marriage of Dr. Trichler and Miss Theodosia
Goit were born: W. S. Trichler, December 29,
1867, now a practicing physician, who, on Oc-
tober 9, 1893, was married to Theresa Thiel
(born May 4, 1867), and to them was born, Octo-
ber 7, 1895, a daughter — Lucile; Alice, born
September 30, 1871, was on June 23, 1890,
married to E. C. Lossing, of Bowling Green,
associate editor of the 7V/éunc, and they have
two children—Milton, born April 2, 1891, and
Gladys, born September 20, 1894: and Theodosia
May, born May 1, 1870.

It is said of Mr. Goit by all his clients, that
he would not, for the sake of money, encourage
litigation. In his professional capacity he was a
peace-maker among men, always counseling the
settlement of difficulties, without going into
court, if it was consistent with the honor
of both parties. He was a sincere friend,
and in" his most prosperous days never for-
got those who were his friends at the beginning,
when he was poor. He died in 1880, at the age
of seventy-two years, revered and honored as an
upright, earnest, honest-man, with but {ew blem-
ishes, few enemies, and almost numberless de-
voted friends. In religious faith he was a mem-
ber of the Presbyterian Church; in social connec-
tion, he was affiliated with the I. O. O. F., sub-
ordinate lodge; in politics he was an ardent Re-
publican. .

Mr. Lossing, whose name is mentioned in
connection with this family, is a native of the
State of Michigan. He was engaged as a teacher
for several years before coming to Bowling Green,
some half dozen years ago. He was one of the
practical men connected with the Glass Works,
and since the establishment of the Ewvening
Tribune, August 22, 1892, he has been identified
with that paper, first as reporter, and since Au-
gust, 1894, as associate editor. Mr. Lossing is a
bright young man, and we predict for him a
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future. He is a cousin of Benson ]. Lossing, the
historian.

A. J. ManviLLE, M. D., was for many years
a well-known druggist of Bowling Green, and, in
former years, a leading medical practitioner of
that place. He first saw the light May 9, 1834,
in Plain township, in what is now the city of
Bowling Green, and was the second white child
born in that township. His parents were Eli
and Elizabeth (Maginnis) Manville, and his pater-
nal grandparents were pioneers of Delaware
county, Ohio, where his father probably was
born.

Eli Manville was also a physician, and took
his first course in medicine at the medical college
at Lexington, Ky., in the days when Henry Clay,
then in his prime, was a patron of that institu-
tion. He subsequently was graduated and took
the degree of M. D. from the Ohio Medical Col-
lege, Cincinnati. His first permanent location
was at Terre Haute, Ind., where he formed a
partnership with an old-established physician, and
practiced his profession for a short time. Dr.
Manville was soon afterward elected a member of
the Indiana Legislature, and became to some
extent engaged in general business. He owned
two flat-boats, which he loaded with all kinds of
produce, shipping to New Orleans; this enter-
prise, however, proved a disastrous one, as both
the boats and their cargoes were sunk in the Mis-
sissippi. This crippled him financially, and,
returning to Delaware county, Ohio, he there
resumed his medical practice, and shortly after-
ward was married to Elizabeth Maginnis. In
1834 Dr. Manville removed to Wood county, and
settled on the prairie which was afterward the
site of the township to which he gave the name of
Plain. Here he practiced for a number of years;
but as the place was sparsely settled, and the
opportunities for making money were few, he
joined the western tide of emigration, going to
Illinois and locating in a small town, finally re-
moving to Chicago, where he died in 1865.

The mother of our subject, who was of Irish
descent, was born September 28, 1813, in Vir-
ginia, her parents having temporarily located in
that State on the way from their home in Penn-
sylvania to their final destination in Knox county,
Ohio. There were three children in the family
of Mr. and Mrs. Eli Manville, namely: A. ],
the -subject of this sketch; Ann Maria, deceased
wife of John Mears; and Amanda E., who died
when about seventeen years old.

The early days of our subject were also the
pioneer days of Bowling Green, which was then

but a small settlement, and his advantages for an
education were only such as could be derived
from the primitive schools of that time. At the
age of fifteen, owning forty acres of wild land,
worth about one hundred dollars, given him by
his mother, he commenced life in earnest. He
began by occupying his land, building a log cabin,
and working as much as he was able at clearing
off the heavy growth of timber with which it was
covered, and otherwise improving it. By indus-
try and economy he was enabled to purchase
twenty acres of land adjoining the original forty
acres. He continued the occupation of farming
until November, 1863, when, by the advice of his
mother, he commenced the study of medicine
with Dr. G. ]J. Rogers, a pioneer physician of
Bowling Green, who gladly accepted him as a
pupil, and who proposed that they buy a small
drug store which was then offered for sale. This
they did, and the young student spent his time in
reading up for his profession and in attending to
the store, in the latter way acquiring a knowledge
of drugs and the compounding of medicines so
necessary to physicians. In October, 1864, he
entered the Medical College at Ann Arbor, Mich.,
studying there for one year, then returning to the
drug store for another year, after which he entered
the Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New York
City, graduating from that institution in 1866
with the degree of M. D. During his course at
the latter college he studied under some of the
most famous professors in America, among them
being Drs. Austin Flint, senior and junior, Sur-
geon-General Hammond, Lewis A. Sayers and
Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, all of whom are of in-
ternational repute.

After his graduation Dr. Manville returned to
Bowling Green, and entered into partnership with
Dr. Rogers, carrying on a drug store at the same
time. He had an extensive practice from 1866
until 1875, when, on account of failing health,
he was forced to gradually withdraw from active
work in his profession, and from that time on de-
voted his time chiefly to the drug business, which
was finally carried on under the firm name of
Bolles & Manvillee. He was engaged in the
drug business from 1863 until January 1, 1896,
when he sold out his interest, and during part of
that time was interested in two stores. Dr.
Manville is one of the most widely known citi-
zens of Wood county, and has always taken an
active part in public affairs. He was instrumental
in having Bowling Green made the county seat,
and was treasurer of the Bowling Green & Tole-
do Railroad Company, which built the short line
between Tontogany and Bowling Green. In pol-
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itics he is a Democrat; socially he is a prominent
member of the Masonic Order. He belongs to
the Wood County Medical Association and
the Northwestern Ohio Medical Association.

On January 17, 1872, Dr. Manville was mar-
ried to Miss Alice ]J. Sholes. They have one
child, Iona, born September 11, 1875, in Bowl-
ing Green, who is attending the female college at
Glendale, Ohio, where she is taking a special
course in art and music, and expects to finish her
education; she is a most estimable young lady.
The Doctor has always invested all his spare
means in real estate, and in addition to his fine
home in the city, which comprises one block, is
the owner of several town lots and also some
farm lands in the county. He spent the winter
of 1895—96 in Florida.

EpwiN H. SIMMONS, an enterprising farmer
of Perrysburg, is a native of Huron county, where
he was born November 2, 1855. He came to
Wood county when eight years old, and went to
school at Thompson’s school house, in District
No. 3. He remained at home on the farm until
1883, and then went to Dakota and Wisconsin
for a while to view the western country, subse-
quently returning to Wood county.

On January 25, 1888, Mr. Simmons was mar-
ried to Miss Mary Hundley, whose birth took
place in Perrysburg, September 22, 1865. Two
children have been born to them, Alma, and Ray.
After his marriage our subject settled down in
Perrysburg, having bought forty acres of land, on
which, in 1887, he built a substantial house. In
politics he was a Democrat, and was elected
trustee of Perrysburg township last spring, by the
largest majority (180) ever given to the candidate
. for that office in that township. He is a member
of Fort Meigs Lodge, I. O. O. F., at Perrys-
burg, and has been given the position of agent
for the Lime City Farmers Mutual Fire Associa-
tion. He is up to date in all matters pertaining
to his business, and the Association has secured
a valuable man in Mr. Simmons. He is energetic
and progressive,and has numerous friends both in
a business way and personally.

Robert Simmons, the father of our subject,
was born in Cambridgeshire, England, May 10,
1832. In 1852 he was united in marriage with
Miss Sarah Jane Van Sickle, who was born in
Delaware county, Ohio, February 27, 1836.
They came to Wood county in 1863, and Mr.
Simmons bought a farm in Perrysburg township,
then full of timber, and he had to clear a space
large enough to build a house upon. Later he
increased his property, and became an extensive

land owner. Mr. and Mrs. Simmons are both
living, and reside in the town of Perrysburg.
This couple had four children, namely: Edwin,
our subject; Ira C., born June 18, 1860; Adel-
bert, born March 18, 1864; Florence May, born
December 29, 1866. All are married except
Florence.

Mrs. Simmons is a descendant of the Holland
Dutch, who settled in New York State. The
progenitor's name was Ferdinand Van Sickle,
who was born in Holland about the year 1638,
and came to America when a young man.

Joun AuLt, one of the leading citizens of
Wood county, and a resident of Lime City, was
born in Bavaria, Germany, March 1, 1843, and
is the son of George and Anna (Pinsil) Ault.
Both parents were also natives of Bavaria; where
they married in 1841, coming to America in
1852. Four children were born to them: John,
Anna, Joseph, and Martin.

Our subject spent his boyhood in Lime City,
and attended the district schools, supplementing
this education by three years at a co]lege. He
was married May 18, 1875, to Miss Barbara
Munger, who was born in Perrysburg in 1847,
and they had nine children, as follows: ' Mary,
Elizabeth, George, Frank, Joseph, Bertha, Ed-
mund, Helen, and William. Mr. Ault has
always resided near Lime City, settling first
on the old homestead of forty acres, which he
afterward sold. He now hasa substantial house
on 200 acres of land adjoining his old home.
His energies have been well directed, and heis
recognized as one of the leaders in Wood county.
For five years he has been a trustee of the town-
ship, and secretary of the Lime City Farmers
Mutual Benefit Fire Association, of which he
was one of the chief promoters. He is a mem-
ber of the commission appointed for building the
county court house. In religious faith he is a
member of the Roman Catholic Church. Mr.
Ault is intelligent and progressive, and an earn-
est worker in the interest of the community in
which he lives.

CHARLES E. AUVERTER has led an indus-
trious and useful life, and has worked his way
upward step by step, until he now occupies a
leading position among the substantial and prom-
inent farmers of Wood county. He has spent
his entire life in this county, his birth having oc-
curred in Henry township, January 1, 1856.
His parents, Michael and Rachel (Milbourn) Au-
verter, are now living retired in North Balti-
more.
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To the public-school system our subject is in-
debted for his educational privileges. At the age
of nineteen he began to learn the carpenter’s
trade, but made his home under the parental roof
until his marriage. On the 13th of February,
1883, in Henry township, was solemnized the
marriage of Charles Auverter and Miss Della
Beatty, who was born February 22, 1862, and is
a daughter of Hiram and Delila (Willford) Beat-
ty. The young couple began their domestic life
upon their present farm, Mr. Auverter having
purchased forty acres of land in the fall of 1882,
and in the spring of 1883 he erected a pleasant
dwelling. Farming, however, is not his chief oc-
cupation, as he gives the greater part of his at-
tention to carpentering. He has also worked to
a limited extent in the oil fields, and has been a
very industrious and energetic man. Upon his
own land he has developed ten oil wells, four of
which are now running.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Auverter is a
Democrat, and for some years has served as su-
pervisor. He has also filled the office of school
director, and the cause of education has found in
him a stanch friend. In fact he is the champion
of all movements that he believes calculated to
advance the general welfare, and is therefore a
valued citizen of the community.

Jupce HENrY H. DoDGE, a leading.attorney
of Bowling Green, and for many years Judge of
the Court of Common Pleas, was born in the
town of Pompey, Onondaga Co., N. Y., Feb-
ruary 4, 1830.

His grandfather, Ezra Dodge, a native of
Windsor, Conn., and a soldier in the Revolution-
- ary war, removed to New York State in 1800,
taking up a ‘¢ Soldier's Claim” in the township
of Pompey, where he died in 1816, at the age of
sixty-two.

David F. Dodge, our subject’s father, was
born at Windsor, Conn., September 8, 1787,
and when thirteen years old accompanied
his parents to their new home, where he spent
the remainder of his life, dying at eighty-two
years of age. He was a Whig until that party
disbanded, when he became a Democrat. Dur-
ing the war he joined the Union party. He mar-
ried Ada H. Roberts, a lady of Huguenot descent,
and a native of Windsor, Conn., where her
father had located after being driven from France
by the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. She
was born in 1797, and died in 1878. Oursubject’s
parents were both Presbyterians in early life, but
in 1838 they were converted to the Catholi¢ faith,
to which their surviving children adhered. They

had three daughters and one son, our subject.
Diane, deceased, was the wife of Francis Mana-
han, a hardware merchant of Utica, N. Y. ; Mary,
deceased, was the wife of Daniel G. Wheaton, a
farmer of Pompey, N. Y.; and Cynthia became a
sister of charity. She died in 1893 at Mount St.
Vincent's Academy on the Hudson, in New York
City, after more than forty years of devoted serv-
ice. She was known as Sister Maria, and was
one of the chief officers of the institution, per-
forming the combined duties of secretary and
treasurer for many years. For a few years be-
fore her death she held the arduous office of Pre-
fect of studies in the school.

The Judge was educated in the old Pompey
Academy, at Pompey Hill, until at the age of six-
teen he was sent to St. John’s College, New
York City, where he was graduated in 1849. He
spent the next two years working on his father’s
farm, and then began the study of law with Vic-
tory Birdseye, of Pompey. In the fall of 1852
he came to Perrysburg, Wood county, and fin-
ished his preparation for the bar in the office of
Spink & Murray. After his admission in 1855,
he went into partnership with James Murray, Mr.
Spink having died, and continued in practice with
him until Mr. Murray was elected Attorney-Gen-
eral of Ohio, in 1859. Our subject then formed
a partnership with the late James R. Tyler, which
lasted until 1869. Afterward he had as a part-
ner, for.a short time, Edson Goit, of Bowlmg
Green, now deceased, and later was associated in
the practice of law with Jasher Pillars. In 1877
he was elected Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas. He was on the Bench for ten years, mak-
ing an enviable record for judicial ability, and on
his retirement in 1888 he resumed his law prac-
tice, taking as a partner John W. Canary.

In 1857 Judge Dodge married Sarah Wilki-
son, who was born December 20, 1837. Of their
two children, the eldest, Mary, born in 1860,
married Ernest G. Miller, and went to Creede,
Col., where she died December 12, 1893, leav-
ing two children, Hobart and Mary D., wha now
live with our subject. Frederick D., our subject’s
son, is the General Agent for Bloch Bros'. To-
bacco Co., of Wheeling, W. Va. Judge Dodge
is an influential member of the Democratic party,
and has been a leader in many progressive move-
ments in the community.

CaptaIN Davip WILKISON (deceased), of Per-
rysburg, was born at or near Buffalo, in February,
1800, and at an early age went on the Lake as a
sailor. In 1815 he sailed up the Maumee river
on the schooner ‘¢ Blacksnake,”” commanded by
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his uncle, Jacob Wilkison. This was a small
craft to venture upon the lake, being but twenty-
five ton burden. At that time nothing but a wild
forest was to be seen where Perrysburg now
stands. The ‘‘Blacksnake '’ brought up as pas-
sengers the family of Mulhollen, who later kept
the noted tavern, ** Vienna;" also a Mr. Hunter and
family, Scott Robb, and a Mr. Hopkins, who set-
tled on land above the present village of Perrys-
burg. At that time Fort Meigs contained about
forty soldiers, who were taken to Detroit by the
schooner on her return trip.

In 1817, the ‘*Blacksnake " was in command
of Capt. David Wilkison, and made several trips
to the Maumee, bringing new settlers, goods, etc.,
and carrying back fish. In 1818, Capt. Daniel
Hubbell bought a controlling interest in the
schooner ‘* Pilot,” and Capt. Wilkison was placed
in command, running between Buffalo and the
Maumee Rapids. By that time the Valley of the
Maumee began to produce a surplus of corn, and
the ‘¢ Pilot” was well loaded on her return trips
with corn and fish. Capt. Wilkison continued
upon the lakes, running in connection with the
Maumee trade until 1828, at which time he re-
moved his family to Perrysburg. Up to thistime
he had been in command, successively, of the
schooners ¢ Blacksnake,” ‘¢ Pilot,” ‘“Mary Jane,"’
““President,” *‘ Superior,” ‘¢Guerriere”’ and
¢ Eagle,” the- latter being a schooner of sixty
tons, built at Port Lawrence, now Toledo, in
1828, at a cost of $3,000. The ‘* Eagle” con-
tinued under the command of Capt. Wilkison until
1835, doing a profitable business, as was the case
with all lake vessels at that period. "Capt. Wil-
kison left the ‘* Eagle ” to take command of the
new steamer, ‘* Commodore Perry,” continuing in
charge of her until 1845, when he took command
of the steamer ¢* Superior,” running between Per-
rysburg and Buffalo. He continued to run this
steamer until the close of navigation in 1852,
when he retired after having spent thirty-seven
years upon the lakes, in all of which time he never
lost a vessel or steamer, nor did ‘he ever meet
with any serious accident. His remarkable suc-
cess as a navigator was owing to his superior judg-
ment, his coolness under most trying circum-
stances, and his perfect knowledge of the lake.

After retiring from the lakes Capt. Wilki-
son devoted himself to the cultivation of his
farm adjoining Perrysburg, until he lost his sight.
Subsequently his sight was partially restored,
and, some years prior to 1873, he was placed
in charge of the lighthouse just below Manhat-
tan, the duties of which he discharged until
about the year 1872, when he returned to Per-

rysburg very much broken in health. In the
prime of his life he possessed qualities of mind
and heart which commanded the respect and
secured the friendship of all who knew him, and
no man sailed on the lakes who was better
known. The Captain was an ardent Whig up to
the time of the disruption of that party, and he
then became a Republican. At the time of the
great celebration at Fort Meigs in 1840, the
Captain brought Gen. Harrison to the fort in
his steamer Commodore Perry, and entertained
a large number of visitors who came to take
part there. Although somewhat bluff and a little
austere in manner, Capt. Wilkison had the kind-
est of hearts, and no one ever appealed to him
in vain for sympathy or aid in misfortune. His
death occurred September 8, 1873.

The widow of Capt. Wilkison, Caroline M.
(formerly Forbes), survived him, dying in 1877.
He left five children, all but one of whom are
still living. William D. Wilkison, the eldest son,
was an invalid for many years prior to his death.
John E. Wilkison was a partner of Charles Fos-
ter and the general manager of the bank of Fos-
ter & Co., of Fostoria, until the disastrous
failure of Mr. Foster carried the bank down with
him. The failure was not in any manner owing
to any mismanagement of the bank affairs, as the
books showed that the bank was prosperous, and
had been making money up to the date of the
failure of Mr. Foster. Mr. Wilkison is now en-
gaged in the Insurance business at Cleveland.
Capt. Wilkison’s eldest daughter is the wife of
Isaac P. Thompson, and now resides in Perrys-
burg. Mr. Thompson was a part owner, and his
partner, C. C. Roby, was the master of the
steamer ** Griffith,” which was lost on Lake Erie
in 1850, accompanied by a loss of life that spread .
mourning over the land. Sarah, the second
daughter, is the wife of Judge Henry H. Dodge,
and now resides at Bowling Green, Ohio. Caro-
line, the youngest daughter, is the wife of Earl
W. Merry, the well-known banker -of Bowling
Green.

C. L. HupbLE, proprietor and editor of the
North Baltimore 7imes, is a native of Tiffin,
Ohio, born October 23, 1866. He is the son of
Louis and Elen (Hershberger) Huddle, both of

- whom were born in Bloom township, Seneca

Co., Ohio. Mr. Huddle lived with his parents
during the early part of his life, and attended the
Sidney (Ohio) High School. He then went to
work in the office of the Shelby County Demo-
¢rat, at Sidney, and learned the printer’s trade,
after which he was employed as foreman on the
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Mt. Gilead Sentinel for a year, and then worked
two years as foreman of the job printing depart-
ment of the Lima Republican. At the end of
that time the Repudlican and Gasette consoli-
dated, forming the Lima Repubdlican-Gasette,
with which our subject still retained the position
of foreman of the job printing department. In
January, 1891, he accepted a position as foreman
on the Fostoria 7imes, which he held until July
'1, 1893, at that time moving to North Baltimore,
where he secured control of the North Baltimore
Times, which he has run successfully ever since.
It is Democratic in principle, and is one of the
most popular and extensively read papers in
southern Wood county. Mr. Huddle is an en-
ergetic worker, knows what will interest the peo-
ple of his community, and, as a consequence, has
materially increased the circulation of the Zimes
within the last two years.

The parents of our subject_lived in Bloom
township until 1871, when they went to Shelby
county, going from there in 1886 to Lima, and
thence to Fostoria, locating finally in Tiffin,
where they reside at present. Mr. Huddle is a
machinist by trade. He is a member of the 1. O.
O. F., and in politics upholds, the principles of
the Prohibitionists. Mrs. Huddle is a member of
the Baptist Church. Four children were born to
them: Hershel J. lives in Cincinnati, and is a
stenographer for the Union Central Life Insur-
ance Company; Benjamin C. is located at Gann
Valley, S. Dak., where he is States attorney,
C. L. is our subject; Adelma C. resides at North
Baltimore, and is connected with the Zimes.

WiLLiaM S. HaskeLL, the popular and effi-
cient retiring mayor of Bowling Green, and
member of the well-known law firm of Mears &
Haskell, has been a resident of thé city some
twenty years, and well deserves prominent men-
tion in the pages of this volume.

Mr. Haskell is a native of Michigan, born in
-Detroit, April 11, 1850, and is a son of Rev.
Samuel and Elizabeth (Granger) Haskell, who
had five children, as follows: William S., whose
name introduces this sketch; Samuel, deceased
at the age of three years; Frank D., secretary of
a paper manufacturing company, with residence
at Kalamazoo, Mich.; Belle, who died at the age
of eleven months; and Henry (married), chief
clerk in the office of the Grand Rapids & In-
diana railroad, with residence at Kalamazoo,
Michigan.

Rev. Samuel Haskell, D. D., was born
March 20, 1818, in Maine, where he was reared
to early manhood, receiving a good common-

school education. At the age of eighteen, the
then ‘‘Far West” presenting many attractions
to youths of ordinary ambition, our subject set
out, alone and on horseback, from his Eastern
home for Illinois, arriving in due course at Cairo.
Entering land from the government near Rock
river, near where now stands the city of Rock-
ford, he made his home there for some three or
four years, then, selling out, returned to the East,
Suffield, Conn., being his objgctive point. Here
he prepared himself for college, in time entering
Brown University at Providence, R. 1., where he
graduated in the class of ’45. After this he
commenced a course of study at the Theological
University of Hamilton, N. Y., a Baptist insti-
tution, graduating in the class of ’47, thoroughl

equipped, intellectually speaking, for the pulpit
or platform. Mr. Haskell was then called to the
First Baptist Church, of Detroit, Mich., his
first charge, where he remained from 1847 to
1852; from there he was called to the First Bap-
tist Church, of Kalamazoo, which he served as
pastor from 1852 to 1871, from the latter date
up to 1888, filling a similar position with the
First Baptist Church at Ann Arbor, Mich. Being
now seventy years of age, Rev. S. Haskell re-
signed his pastoral labors, and was elected Pro-
fessor of Biblical research at Kalamazoo College,
which professorship he still retains, although he
is now in his seventy-ninth year. A man of high
literary training and attainments, he has left in-
delible footprints of his ability that will be vis-
ible long after the original has withdrawn from
the arena of life. In 1895 he wrote a work on
Heroes and Hierarchs, and during his active life-

“time has issued many pamphlets, etc., including

a ‘‘Pioneer History of the Baptist Church of
Michigan,” and ‘‘ Pioneer Addresses on Michigan
History ,” besides contributing a mass of literary
matter to various Baptist periodicals and news-
papers throughout the country. In his political
preferences he was originally a Whig, and since
the .organization of the party has been an equally
zealous Republican. Socially he is a member of
college societies, and he is universally respected
and esteemed. His wife Elizabeth ( Granger),
the mother of William S. Haskell, died in 1887
at Ann Arbor, Mich.; she was related to the
Grangers of historic renown, one of whom was
in President Harrison’s cabinet in 1841, and the
other served in 1801 under Jefferson and Madison;
each was postmaster-general.

William S. Haskell, of whom this sketch
more particularly relates, was two years old when
his parents moved from Detroit to Kalamazoo,
Mich., at the common schools of which latter
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city he received his elementary education, then
taking a two-years’ course at the high school. In
1865 he commenced studies at Kalamazoo Col-
lege, taking the Freshman and Sophomore years,
then taught two years, after which he entered
the junior year at the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, graduating there in the classical
course in 1872. Mr. Haskell then commenced
teaching school at Three Rivers, Mich., where
he was superintendent one year, after which he
taught at Middletown, Ind., from 1873 to 1877,
in August of which latter year he came to Bowl-
ing Green. Here he served as superintendent
of schools from 1877 to 1883, during which time
he organized the present system, and graduated
the first two classes—of '82 and '83. Desiring to
retire from educational work, Mr. Haskell de-
clined re-election to the office of superintendent
of schools, and commenced the study of law in
the office of Cook & Troup, passing his examin-
ation and being admitted to the bar in 1885. At
once commencing the practice of his profession
at Bowling Green, he continued in the same un-
til 1887, in which year he was appointed secre-
tary-treasurer of the Hankey Lumber Co., trans-
acting all the legal business of that firm, in which
he is now a stockholder. In July, 1894, he re-
signed his position with that company, in order
to enter his present partnership with Mr. Mears,
in the practice of law, Mears & Haskell being
recognized as one of the strongest legal firms in
northwestern Ohio, and enjoying a wide and in-
fluential clientele.

In 1875 Mr. Haskell was married in Vigo
county, Ind., to Miss Eliza Weeks, who was
born in Hartford, that State, daughter of Harvey
and Mary (Piety) Weeks, the father a native of
Kentucky, the mother of Virginia; he died in
1865, and she is now a resident of Terre Haute,
Ind. To Mr. and Mrs. Haskell have been born
four children, named respectively: Stella, Frank,
Mary and George. Mrs. Haskell is a member of
the Baptist Church, a member and president of
the school board of Bowling Green, elected
thereto in 1895.

A Republican in politics, our subject has been
a life-long supporter of the principles embodied in
the platform of that party. He has served in
various offices of trust and honor; member of the
school board two terms from 1884; member of
the Wood county board of examiners two terms;
member of the city council two terms, and while
serving his second term was appointed mayor of
Bowling Green to fill the unexpired term of A.
B. Murphy. In 1894, such is his popularity and
superior administrative qualifications, he was re-

elected to that incumbency which he filled with
characteristic ability and zeal through the term.
Socially, Mr. Haskell is a member of the F. &
A. M., Wood County Lodge No. 112, and of the
K. of P., Kenneth Lodge No. 158. By persever-
ance, energy and assiduous application, he has
successfully surmounted many difficulties in the
course of his career from boyhood, and has
worked his way up steadily to an honorable po-
sition in professibnal life.

DANIEL WEBSTER LEVERS is one of the na-
tive sons of Wood county, born in Plain township,
May 11, 1861. His parents were William H.
and Liddy (Vernon) Levers. He obtained his
education in the district schools of the neighbor-
hood, and at the age of nineteen laid aside his
text books to learn, in life’s school, the difficult
lessons of experience. Throughout his boyhood
he spent his vacation months in work on the
home farm, and was thus employed until his mar-
riage.

On October 22, 1890, in Bowling Green, Mr.
Levers led to the marriage altar Miss Della Bord-
ner, who was born July 13, 1870. He purchased
from his father forty acres of land, erected there-
on a good substantial dwelling, and has made
many other excellent improvements. In the
spring of 1895 he purchased an additional forty
acres, and now has a valuable farm which in re-
turn for his care and cultivation yields to him a
good tribute. He is an intelligent, enterprising
agriculturist who follows progressive methods,
and is regarded as one of the substantial citizens
of the community. In politics he is a Republic-
an, and has served for three terms as supervisor,
but has never been active in political affairs, pre-
ferring to devote his time and energies to his busi-
ness pursuits.

CapTaiIN THOMAS MAWER, a prominent and
well-known agriculturist of Washington town-
ship, was born in Montreal, Canada, March 14,
1835. His father, William Mawer, was born in
Leeds, England, in 1789, and was a butcher by
trade. He married Jane Thompson, and they
had twelve children: William (1), who died in
infancy; William (2), who lived in Illinois, and
died in 1893, aged eighty-one years; Matthew (1),
died in infancy; Matthew (2), who died in 1838,
aged eighteen; John, died in 1839 at the age of
sixteen; George (1), died in 1827, aged eight
years; Septimus, a farmer in Washington town-
ship; Jane (1), who died in infancy; Jane (2),
wife of Jacob Huff, of Milton Center; Margaret,
who married Philip Smith, and after his death
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wedded D. Lasbley, but is now deceased; George
(2), who died in the army, aged thirty-one; and
Thomas. On October 7, 1830, the parents and
six children took passage on a sailing vessel for
Canada, and on reaching that country remained
until 1837, then lived in New York State a year,
and in 1838 came to Ohio, where the father en-
gaged in the building of a canal, and, purchasing
the Indian island from a board of missions, he
there made his hoine until his death in 1843. His
wife died in 1858.

Our subject acquired his early education in
the old log school house near his home, in Wash-
ington township, Wood county. When a child
of eight years his father died, and two years later
he began work at four dollars per month; the
following year he received five dollars a month,
then took up the cooper’s trade, which he fol-
lowed while fitting himself for the profession of
school teaching, to which he devoted his energies
some two yecars. At the breaking out of the
Civil war he was the first man in Washington
township to enlist, becoming a member of Com-
pany B, 2ist Regiment O. V. I., under Capt.
Carr and Col. Norton. He enlisted in the three-
months’ service, and from Cleveland, Ohio, went
to Charlestown, W. Va., and in August, 1861,
returned home. On _]uly 15, 1862, he re-en-
listed, received a commission, raised a company,
which became Company A of the 10oth Regiment,
O. V. I. For meritorious service he was promoted
from the rank of second lieutenant to that of first
lieutenant, then to captain. He was mostly en-
gaged in skirmish duty and border warfare in
Kentucky, and participated in the battles of
Hickman, Ky., and Limestone, Tenn., at which
latter engagement he was taken prisoner, and
was held in captivity some fifteen months. He
was in Libby prison at a time when' the Union
soldiers were given only one-fourth of the regular
rations. From Richmond he was sent to Macon,
Ga., where he was kept in a stockade during the
months of May, June, July, until about August 1,
1864, and was allowed there two ounces of beef
and two teaspoonfuls of beans for a meal. About
August 1 he was removed and taken to Charles-
ton, S. C., with 1,700 officers, and placed in
different parts of the city for the purpose of pro-
tecting it from the bombardment of the Federal
forces. ‘‘Here they were kept about three
weeks, when the Union commander placed a like
number of Confederate prisoners on the parapets
of his fort, who would be kept there under fire as
long as the Union prisoners were.” Lieut.

- Mawer was first placed in the Charleston jail,
but in a short time was removed to the jail yard,

which was enclosed with a high stone wall.
While confined in the latter place a terrific storm
occurred and the water stood a foot deep in the
jail yard. He, with the other prisoners, was
compelled to lie in the water (for it did not pass
away for twenty-four hours) and sleep, if they
could. ‘*Owing to the exposure he experienced,
Mr. Mawer was taken sick, and had to be sent to
Rickerville hospital, when many of the patients
had yellow fever, which he fortunately escaped.
In November of that year he, with some others,
was sent to Savannah, Ga., and there paroled.”
Lieut. Mawer was sent to Annapolis, Md., and
placed in the hospital, and wasso emaciated that
he weighed but eighty pounds. His mind was so
affected he hardly realized he was within the
Federal lines; was afflicted with scurvy and other
diseases common to prison life (was fifteen
months a prisoner of war). He remained in the
hospital about two months, then was sent home,
In February, 1865, he was offered a lieutenant-
colonelcy of a new regiment being organized at
the time, but on account of not being exchanged
he could not accept it. He returned to his com-
mand in North Carolina as soon as he was
exchanged. During the time he was a prisoner
he was promoted to the rank of captain, and on
his return to the regiment he took charge of his
company, and was present when Gen. Johnston
surrendered, the r1ooth Regiment, O. V. I,
taking charge of Johnston’s arms and ordnance,
and remaining until mustered out, June 22, 1865,
thence was sent to Cleveland, Ohio, was paid, and
discharged July 3, 1865.

On . his return home in July, 1865, Capt.
Mawer purchased 180 acres of land, forty of
which he afterward sold. It was covered with
timber and water, the former of which he cut
into lumber and sold. He drained and tiled his
land, and as fast as possible transformed it into
productive fields. He now has a fine house

upon the place, three acres in orchard, a good
barn and tool house a granary and a cooper
shop. '

On October 15, 1865, he was married to Helen
Jane Batt, who was born in New York, October
29, 1843, a daughter of John and Ann (Watkins)
Batt, natives of the Empire State, who came to
Ohio in 1855. The father was a cooper by
trade, which he followed for many years. He
died in Waterville, Ohio, in 1891, his wife in
1890. They had five children: Levi, deceased;
Mrs. Mawer; William, a cooper of Waterville; and
John and Bert, deceased. Mrs. Mawer for seven
years prior to her marriage engaged in teaching
at Waterville, aud is a lady of culture and refine-
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ment. They have five children: John V., born
May 24, 1867, married Harriet Roe, and operates
the home farm; Anna, born October 27, 1868, is
the wife of Erwin Ellsworth, a harness-maker of
Oak Harbor, Ottawa Co., Ohio, and they have
one son—Erwin; George C., born October
19, 1871, married Anna Lao, and is now a
veterinary surgeon at Oak Harbor a graduate of
Ohio University—they have one child, Helen;
Elbert C., born December g, 1878, is at home;
Frank, born October 6, 1881, died August 17,
1882. Capt. Mawer is a member of the Masonic
fraternity and the Grand Army of the Republic.
For three years he served as a justice of the
peace, and then resigned; for fifteen years he was
a school director; for fifteen years member of
the township board, and has also been supervisor.
In politics he was formerly a Republican, but is
now a Democrat. In 1883 he ran onthe Demo-
cratic ticket for representative, and, though de-
feated, ran ahead of his ticket; he also made the
race for member of the State Board of Equaliza-
tion, but was not elected.

OwEN W. MaLONEY, the well-known tank
manufacturer of Bowling Green was born in
Crawford county, Penn., June 4, 1865. Heis
of Irish descent on the father’s side, while his
mother’s ancestors were Scotch, and he combines
in an unusual degree the best qualities of both
races, his sound judgment and unyielding per-
severance being accompanied by geniality and
pleasing humor.

Henry Maloney, his father, was also a native
of Crawford county, Penn., but now resides in
West Virginia where he has been engaged in the
milling business for many years. He isa Demo-
crat in politics, and a prominent member of the
Baptist Church. He married Mis Hannah ]J.
Troutman, a native of Perrysville, Clarion Co.,
Penn., by whom he had four children: Mary,
who died in childhood; Owen W., our subject;
Carrie M. and William (twins), the former now
the wife of Charles Silkes, of Sisterville, W. Va.,
an oil operator; the latter is in the mining busi-
ness in Missouri.

Owen W. Maloney spent the greater part of
his boyhood in Cabell county, W. Va., and at-
tended the schools of Milton. His first business
venture was in gardening, but after two years of
this he went to Emlenton, Penn., and secured
employment in the oil fields, as pumper. In
1888 he came to Wood county, and began the
business of tank building at Cygnet, where he re-
mained until 1891, when he transferred his busi-
ness to Bowling Green. His time is now occu-

pied with his constantly increasing work in this
line, manufacturing his tanks from the rough, and
employing two men steadily, and eight during the
busier seasons. He is also interested in an oil
company now operating at Haskins. He was
married July 29, 1889, to Miss Malinda Jolly, a
native of Emlenton, Penn., born June 29, 1867,
and they have three children: Roy, George and
Wayne, all of whom are at home. Politically
Mr. Maloney is a Prohibitionist, and he belongs
to the I. O. O. F. and the K. O. T. M. Lodges.

JupGe EpwIN TULLER (deceased) was one of
the oldest pioneers of Wood county, and, as a
leading factor in many events that have marked
her progress, he has left the impress of his strong
personality upon the history of this region. The
family is of Scotch and English origin, the first
of the American line being the Rev. John Tuller,
who settled in New England at an early day.
Roswell Tuller, our subject’s father, was born
near Simsbury, Conn. He was a soldier in the
war of 1812, and took part in the battle of Fort
Meigs and that of the Thames, at the latter being
shot, bayoneted and left for dead on the field;
but he recovered from his wounds, and finally
came with his family to Delaware county, Ohio,
where he was killed by lightning in 1824. His
first wife was a native of Connecticut, and died in
Ohio, leaving a large family of children. His
second wife, Mrs. Sarah (Holcomb) Harrington,
who was also born in Connecticut, was a widow
with four children. Two sons were born of this
union, George, who died in infancy, and our sub-
ject. The mother died in Monroe, Mich., in
1858, and of the three families of children,
Judge Edwin Tuller was the last.

Our subject was born in Delaware county,
Ohio, July 28, 1821, and after the death of his
father accompanied his mother to Worthington,
Ohio, remaining until the age of fourteen, when,
in October, 1835, he came to Maumee City, and
clerked in the store of a canal contractor. Later
a half-brother and brother-in-law opened a store
there, under the firm name of Harrington & Hun-
ter, and he worked for them until 1840, when
they sold out. After two years passed in the
store of Horace Waite, he, in December, 1842,
went to Otsego (where he had already bought
land) with a stock of goods of his own, remain-
ing two years, and then bought a farm and set-
tled down to agricultural pursuits and milling for
a time. He had already begun to read law, in
the office of James Coffinberry, of Maumee; was
active in local politics, and onc of the participants
in the famous mass-meeting at Fort Meigs in
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1840, ‘*hard cider and log cabin” campaign.
He remembers meeting Henry Clay at Columbus,
clad in his ‘¢ Kentucky jeans.”

On March 22, 1846, the Judge married Miss
Catherine Kuder, who was born near Circleville,
August 8, 1824, and six children came of this
union: (1) Alice A., March 26, 1848, married
Marshall F. Pennywell, and has two children—
Maggie (who married John Losh, and has two
sons—Arthur and Edwin), and Eva, the wife of
Dr. Lee Willard. (2) Catherine C., August 12,
1850, married Adelbert L. Petteys, of this coun-
ty. and has one son—Charles. (3) Martha
Jane, born November 24, 1855, died October 3,
1860. (4) Flora M., February 6, 1857, married
Lester Hoover, of Union county, and has two
living children—Flossie and Eva. (5) Harriet
Ellen, November 10, 1859, married John J. Don-
ald, of Wells, Minn. (6) Melvinia, born Novem-
ber 17, 1861, died April 14, 1864. The mother
of this family diedin 1871; and on June 8, 1887,
the Judge married Miss Nellie Paul, who was
born in Rochester, N. Y., October 13, 1856, and
was educated in Columbus, Ohio, where her
parents were prominent people. She is an act-
ive worker in the Presbyterian Church.

In 1863 our subject was appointed probate
judge, and was re-elected two terms; in 1865 he
was admitted to the bar. During his third term
as probate judge he resigned on account of im-
paired health. He then began the practice of
law in connection with James R. Tyler, and re-
sided in Perrysburg some eighteen months when
he moved to Tontogany, where he continued his
practice for many years. In political circles he
was an influential worker, first as a Whig, and
later as a Republican, and his well-known abili-
ties caused him to be called many.times to the
service of the people. He was postmaster at
Otsego for several years, and justice of the peace
of his township some thirteen terms; was Inter-
nal Revenue assessor, appointed in 1861, .and
served till his appointment as probate judge in
1863. Since 1872 he has been a member of the
F. & A. M. His death occurred August 29, 1896,
at the age of seventy-five years, and a large cir-
cle of friends and acquaintances were left to
mourn the loss of this grand old man.

JacoB EBERLY (deceased), a worthy member
of the noble army of pioneers of Wood county,
was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Hunting-
don county, July 14, 1804, and departed this life
in his Wood county home, on the Portage river,
October 31, 1894. ‘

When he was a boy of some -eight or nine

summers, his widowed mother removed with her
family from Huntingdon county, Penn., to Dublin,
Franklin Co., Ohio, where she passed the rest of
her days, dying March 14, 1868, at the advanced
age of ninety-four years. Of her children, those
who reached their majority were John, Jacob and
Nancy—John by four years the senior, and Nancy
two years the junior, of Jacob, all now deceased.
Nancy married George Evans, and, as did also
her brother John, remained at Dublin during her
life. Hon. Eli P. Evans, now eccupying the
common pleas bench in Columbus, Ohio, is the
fourth son of Nancy.

Jacob Eberly remained at Dublin, Ohio, until
of age, and then set out to commence life for
himself, first stopping at Fremont, Ohio, for a
few months, then proceeding farther, reached
Waterville (at that time in Wood county) on
March 3, 1826. Here he made the acquaintance
of Elizabeth Cox, whom he married October 28,
1827. In this *‘Village on the Maumee” Mr.
Eberly remained, carrying on his trade of black-
smithing, until 1833, when he removed upon 127
acres of land pleasantly located upon the Portage
river, one mile northeast of the town of Portage,
in Wood county, where he thereafter resided.
Here he also engaged at his trade, and for fifteen
years or more applied himself with much energy,
realizing a liberal income, for that day. A large
factor in the success which attended his efforts,
however, was the untiring energy, perseverance,
ingenuity and economy of his faithful life com-
panion. Through their joint labor, at the expi-
ration of some fifteen years, aside from keeping
up thé excessive doctor bills growing out of the
new and undrained condition of the country, and
maintaining a large family, they had paid for and
largely improved and drained, the homestead.
As the avails of the farm increased, the cares and
responsibilities grew lighter, so that during the
balance of his life, aside from superintending the
farm, Mr. Eberly devoted much time to reading,
keeping well informed upon current events, and
the political issues of the times. Personally
quiet, even-tempered, generous and thoughtful,
he enjoyed the esteem and confidence of his
neighbors. In earlier life he was (though against
his wish ) elected township treasurer; served the
term, and was re-elected for twenty-five years
thereafter; was requested to become a candidate
for more responsible places, but preferred the
quiet domestic life he lived.

Over sixty-one of thé sixty-seven years of the
married life of this honored couple, and extending
to the year 1894, were passed in peace and happi-
ness upon the old homestead, in which year, on
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the 31st day of October, Mr. Eberly passed away
in his ninety-first year, and seventeen days there-
after, in her eighty-ninth year, his companion
followed. Six children survive them: JosephC.,
Matilda Johnson, William S., Elliott, Harriet E.
Doud, and Benjamin C.

A graphic description of the homestead and
its occupants at an early day is given by O. P.
Jaques, a nephew of Mrs. Eberly, in a letter
written to a member of the family a few days
after the death of Mr. Eberly. Mr. Jaques, who
is a prominent citizen of Warsaw, Ind., had made
a visit at their home a short time prior to the
death of Mr. Eberly, and this sketch will close
with the following extract from his letter, which
is dated Warsaw, Ind., November 7, 1894:

‘“When I last saw the dear old man, how
plain was it to be seen that he was fast nearing
the end of his long life; and I fancy that when
he saw that Aunt could not recover, he did not
care to live. A plain, good, honest man; a true
and devoted father and husband has gone. * *
* What a remarkable married life! and how I
am moved when thinking of them! Called back
in memory, to the beginning as it were, of my
life, one of the first places on earth impressed on
my young mind, was the home of Auntand Uncle
Eberly, and although near sixty years have passed
since that time, how visibly every feature of that
pioneer home, withall of its environments at that
time, presents itself to me now! A large two-
story hewed-log house, with brick chimney; a
double round-log barn; four or five small fields
cleared out of the dense wilderness; a garden fenced
with pickets near the house; another smaller log
cabin near the steep bank of the creek; the well
in the yard with the old-fashioned windlass. In
the cabin near the creek was Uncle’s smith shop,
where he could nearly always be found so full of
life and energy, happy and cheerful, and so in-
dustriously carrying on his business. In and
about the house could always be seen the promi-
nent figure of Aunt, surrounded by her large
family of little children (the oldest but little older
than myself), so full of vigor and perseverance,
with her strong will-power, faithfully and indus-
triously doing and discharging the duties of a true
young wife and mother, in a new country. Ilove
to reflect upon her noble traits of good, true
womanhood.”

- WiLLiaM S. EBERLY, senior member of the
well-known firm, in Bowling Green, of Eberly &
Son, merchants, was born near Portage, Wood
Co., Ohio, December 19, 1836, and is a son of
the late Jacob and Elizabeth (Cox) Eberly.

Our subject passed his boyhood days working
on his father’s farm during the summers, and at-
tending the district school in winter time. At
the age of twenty he began to teach, winters, thus
securing means whereby he was enabled to avail
himself of better schools, at the close of each
winter term. He taught some four or five win-
ters, attending Fostoria Academy for a time, and
also Otterbein College; but his school course was
interrupted by his acceptance of the office of dep-
uty clerk of the common pleas court, which had
been tendered him by the clerk. During the
three years or more he was employed in this
office, he at odd times studied law, under the
preceptorship'of Hon. Asher Cook, of Perrysburg,
and he was admitted to the bar August 7, 1868.
Opening a law office in Bowling Green, he con-
tinued for a short time, then removed to Fos-
toria, where he soon built up a good practice.
Here, about the year 1874, he formed a partner-
ship with Alex. Brown, attorney at law, but Mr.
Eberly, after a few years, retiring from the part-
nership, returned to Bowling Green, and in the
fall of 1877 was elected clerk of the common
pleas court of Wood county, at the expiration of
the term being re-elected—the two terms extend-
ing from February, 1878, to February, 1884. In
the latter year he again opened an office at Bowl-
ing Green for the practice of law, but in a few days
he was seized with a severe attack of pleurisy, from
the effects of which, after a long prostration, he was
partially restored to health, yet the effect upon his
nervous system rendered him unfit to again en-
gage in his profession, or, indeed, in any business,
until the discovery of the great oil field of Wood
county. Owning eighty acres of land in the
heart of this field, his attention was for several
years engaged in its development, since which
time he has secured a lucrative income from its
product.

Mr. Eberly and his son, Joseph F., under the
firm name of Eberly & Son, are carrying on a
leading retail boot and shoe business at Bowling
Green, in a valuable brick block, of which our
subject is the owner. He resides in a pleasant,
commodious home, embracing eleven acres, and
situated in the outskirts of the thrifty and pro-
gressive town of Bowling Green. A lover of
reading, Mr. Eberly devotes much time to his ex-
tensive library of well-selected books, embracing

| history, biography, science, and all the subjects

that interest modern thinkers.

Early in the summer of 1866 Mr. Eberly met
and made the acquaintance of Miss Hattie A.
Chubb, of Perrysburg, Ohio, upon her return
from Delaware, where she had been attending



462

WOoOD OOUNTY, OHIO.

college. On the 3oth of July, in the following
year, they were joined in marriage at the home
of her father, Rev. R. H. Chubb, then in Perrys-
burg. Educated, intelligent, graceful in move-
ment, charming in convessation, refined by in-
stinct and by discipline, beloved and venerated
by her family, Mrs. Eberly lived her life of forty-
seven years, when, after a long sickness, on
August 5, 1893, she passed away. The children
of this union all survive, viz.: Charles B., Lora
O., Joseph F., Ralph]., and W. Neil.

ANDREW J. GARDNER, M. D., of Grand Rapids,
was born July 19, 1827, in Hubbard, Ohio,
which has been the home of his family since the
year 1801, when his grandfather, John Gardner,
a native of North Ireland, settled upon a farm in
the then frontier region of Trumbull county. He
married Elizabeth Pothour, a native of Pennsyl-
vania, and their son Andrew, our subject’s father,
was born in Hubbard, in 1805. He married
Emeline Roberts in 1826, also a native of Hub-
bard, whose parents came from Connccticut.
She was born in 1804. He was an auctioneer,
and later in life als® followed farming. He (since
1860) was a Republican in politics, and he and
wife, from early life, were united with the M. E.
Church. He died at Hubbard January 26, 1868,
and his widow still resides there at the age of
ninety-two years. Of their six children our sub-
ject was the eldest; Lydia, next younger, resides
with her mother; Harmon G. was a soldier in the
artillery service during the Civil war, and died at
Memphis, Tenn.; Caroline married Rev. N. G.
Luke, and died in Pennsylvania; Mary Ann is the
wife of J. F. Corll, of Hubbard; Dillon P. en-
listed at Youngstown, in 1861, in Company B,
19th O. V. 1., under Col. Beattie, and served
four years. He now resides near Martinsville,
Indiana. .

Dr. A. J. Gardner lived at Hubbard until he
was ten years of age, when he accompanied his
father to Youngstown, and there attended school
for several years. He read medicine for some
time with Drs. Woodbridge and Garlick, and
then entered the Medical Department of Western
Reserve College, graduating in 1848. For a few
months he practiced his profession in Sharon,
Penn., and five years at Youngstown and Cleve-
land, Ohio. In 1853, he came to Grand Rapids,

Ohio, where he has since resided, and for thirty- |

six years has conducted a drug store.

On May 5, 1850, the Doctor was married, at
Cleveland, Ohio, to Miss Meribah S. Denison,
a native of Norwich, Conn., born June 30, 1830.
She passed away July 3, 1894, at Grand Rapids,

his wife.

Ohio. There is one child, Lydia Leanora, now
at home. In all measures forlocal improvement
the Doctor has always been a leader. Heis a
member of the Presbyterian Church, as was also
Politically he is a Republican, not
particularly active, however, in party affairs in
seeking office. He was a delegate to the State
convention that nominated John Brough for gov-
ernor. He is a Royal and Select Mason, belong-
ing to Council No. 33, at Toledo.

MELvIN L. DEVORE is one of the enterprising
merchants of Wood county. He was born at
Tidioute, Warren Co., Penn., December 11,
1869, and is of French lineage. His grandfather,
however, was a native of the Keystone State, and

- his father, Luke Devore, was born near Mead-

ville, Crawford Co., Penn., where he was reared
to manhood. In Warren county, he married
Sophia A. Garret, who was born in Pennsylvania,
and they have since lived in that county, owning
there a farm of 138 acres. They have three
children—Garret, a farmer of Warren county;
Melvin L., and Alfred, at home.

Our subject first attended school in his native
county, and completed his education by a collegi-
ate course in Erie, Penn. Up to his sixteenth
year he assisted his father in the work of the
home farm, and then engaged in teaching school
in Warren county for two terms. Subsequently
he engaged in clerking in a grocery store in his
native county for about four years, and in the fall
of 1893 he came to Wood county, where he pur-
chased a half interest in his present business,
which is now conducted under the firm style of
Devore & Otterback. He is an enterprising mer-
chant, progressive in his methods, and keeping
fully abreast with the times in all particulars.

Mr. Devore was married in Tidioute, Penn.,
in 1893, to Miss Eva Henry, who was born in
Erie county, in November, 1870. Their only child
died in infancy. Mr. Devore is a Democrat in
politics, and a member of both the subordinate
lodge and encampment of the I. O.O. F. of Tid-
ioute. He and his wife occupy an enviable posi-
tion in social circles, and are leading young peo-
ple of the community in which they reside, while
Mr. Devore occupies a prominent position in com-
mercial circles.

ALFRED THURSTIN, who has the honorable
distinction of being the oldest living pioneer of
Bowling Green, Ohio, was born in Chenango
county, N. Y., April 20, 1806, and is the son of
Eli and Margaret (Koons) Thurstin.

Eli Thurstin was born in New York City, and
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married in Livingston Manor. He came to Ohio
in 1835, and subsequently bought a large tract of
land in De Kalb county, Ind., and a portion
of his family went there with him. He and his
wife remained there awhile, finally returning to
Ohio, taking up their residence with our subject
and his first wife, near Bowling Green, where
they eventually departed this life, he at about the
age of sixty-seven years, and she when about
eighty.

Alfred Thurstin, our subject, grew up in New
York State, and came to the site of what is now
Bowling Green, in October, 1833. He secured
some land on which he built a log house, and
then returned to New York where he married
Miss Emily O. Pike. She accompanied him to
his new home, where she died in 1879.' To them
were born the following children: (1) A. A,
born in 1836, married, and lives in Bowling
Green. He has one son, Frank; who is also
married, and has a son, Myron. (2) Wesley S.,
born in 1838, and has had six children, all but
one of whom are living: Jesse, Wilbur, Alice,
Wesley, Ethel, Mattie, who is deceased. (3)
Alfred Earl, born October 1, 1847, married Miss
Edna Foot, who was born in Vermont October
18, 1855. Their children are: Nellie, wife of
Andrew Shulson (their marriage took place
February 20, 1875); Dora, died January 16, 1885,
when seven years old; Alfred, died in 1887, when
four weeks old. (Andrew Shulson is a contractor
by occupation, and was in Florida for several
years, but has recently returned to Bowling
Green). (4) R. S.,bornin 1852, married Miss
Ada Fairchild, and they have three children,
Dora, Robbie and Ada. R. S. is with the Snow
Flake Lime Co. Dora married W. B. Cornwell,
and is deceased.

Our subject’s second marriage took place
January 11, 1888, his wife being Mrs. Martha
Louise Van Tassel, a woman of education and
intelligence, and unusual business capacity.

Mr. Thurstin’s farm was located on the east
side of what is now Main street. He laid out
and sold the first lots, and built the first house in
the town. The town now occupies the land used
by him as a farm, on which he lived twenty-five
years before Bowling Green was started. He.
together with his sons and others, got up the first
petition to have the county seat moved to Bowl-
ing Green. He was originally a Whig and after-
ward became a Republican, casting his first vote
in New York for Governor DeWitt Clinton. He
attended the great mass meeting held at Fort
Meigs during the ‘‘hard cider” and log-cabin
campaign.

J. H. Wuiteneap, M. D. This prominent
physician, and well-known citizen of Bowling
Green, is a native of Wood county, his birth hav-
ing taken place in Plain township, July 20, 1841.

The parents of our subject, John and Eunice
(Purden) Whitehead, were natives of New Jersey,
the former born in 1806, the latter in 1811.
They were married in Brooklyn, N. Y., and had
a family of five children, as follows: ]. H., our
subject; Daniel P., a farmer in Lucas county,
Ohio; Theodore D., a carpenter, residing at
Storm Lake, Iowa; Ellen F., wife of David
Hartman, a farmer of Wood county; and Char-
lotte E., widow of John J. Parsons, who was
killed at Deep Bottom, Va., in the war of the
Rebellion. The mother of this family died in
1867, the father on May 12, 1895, at the age of
eighty-four years. He was a carpenter by trade,
and came to Wood county in 1833, locating at
the old Mission, on thc Maumee river. Later he
removed to within a mile and a half of Bowling
Green, where the subject of this sketch was
born. He erected many of the residences and
other buildings put up in the county in" an early
day, and was one of the prominent citizens of
this community.

Dr. Whitehead attended the village schools
during his early boyhood, and was a student in
the high school at Bowling Green at the time of
the breaking out of the Civil war. In 1861, at
the age of nineteen years, he enlisted in Com-
pany H, 67th O. V. 1., under Col. A. C. Voris,
now Judge Voris, of Akron. The Doctor served
throughout the entire war, was with Gen. Shield
in the West Virginia campaign, with Gen. Gil-
more in South Carolina, and with Gen. Ord at
Appomattox. He participated in twenty-two
battles and skirmishes, including the first battle
of Winchester, siege of Fort Sumter, charge on
Fort Wagner, Morris Island, and charge at Fort
Gregg. In front of Petersburg, while under Gen.
Butler, May 9, 1865, he was wounded, in conse-
quence of which he was sent to Newark, N.. J.,
and after an absence of some five months was
promoted to lieutenant and adjutant. At Ap-
pomattox he was in cormmand of a company.
having risen by merit from private through all
the grades, including corporal, sergeant, orderly-
sergeant and first lieutenant. At the close of the
war, in which he made an enviable record as a
brave and faithful soldier, our subject returned
home and resumed his studies in the school at
Perrysburg, of which Prof. Ewing was then su-
perintendent. After completing his course at
this school, he engaged in teaching, a vocation he
followed several years.
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In 1871 the Doctor began reading medicine
with Dr. John Osborne, of Portage, Ohio, sub-
sequently entering the Cleveland Homeopathic
College, from which he was graduated in 1874,
and since that time he has been practicing in
Portage and Bowling Green. For four years he
was a member of the board of county school ex-
aminers, was also a member of the city council
four years, and of the board of education three
years. Heis a member of the Ohio State Home-
opathic Society, and local examiner for the
Northwestern Life Insurance Company.

On July 2, 1867, Dr. Whitehead was married

to Miss Susan Osborne, who was born, in 1842,

in Tuscarawas county. Ohio, daughter of Dr.
John and Julia (Buchtel) Osborne, the former of
whom was born at Harpers Ferry, W. Va., the
latter at Bethlehem, Penn. They had a family of
six children, as follows: Timothy, a farmer of
Wood county; Parsey, wife of ]. H. McMahan, a
stockman of Wood county; Lavinia, wife of G. F.
Munn, a farmer and oil man; Louisa, wife of
F. M. Carr, a farmer of Wood county; Susan
(Mrs. Df. Whitehead); and Catherine, deceased.
Dr. Osborne died in 1887; his widow is yet living,
now at the patriarchal age of ninety-six years.
To Dr. and Mrs. Whitehead have been born two
children: Kate, now the wife of Bert Case, and
John, who was accidentally killed at the age of fif-
teen while hunting. The Doctor owns a business
block in Bowling Green, besides numerous pri-
vate residences, and has invested to some extent
in the oil fields of Wood county. In his profes-
sion he holds high rank, has an extensive prac-
tice, and is highly regarded by his fellow citizens.

I. L. HANKEY, one of the successful oil pro-
ducers of Wood county, and a director of the
First National Bank of Bowling Green, was born
in Wayne county, Ohio, July 7, 1849.

The members of the Hankey family living in
Bowling Green are descended from Louis Hankey,
a native of Germany who emigrated to America
at an early day. It is related that he had just
enough money to pay his way across the Atlantic,
and furnish his own provisions. The ship lost its
course at sea, and the passage consumed so much
more time than was anticipated that his stock of
food gave out, and he became indebted to the ship
for board. On reaching New York City he was
sold by the ship’s company, as was the custom in
those days, they getting the money for his time,
which he worked out with a farmer. He after-
ward became a minister of the Evangelical
Church, and also carried on farming. He mar-
ried a Miss Less, whose father served seven years

in the Revolutionary army, and our subject re-
members hearing his grandmother often tell how
she could trace the path of the soldiers by the
blood left on the ground from their shoeless feet.
In later years Louis Hankey lived in both Stark
and Summit counties, Ohio, in the latter of
which he and his wife spent their last days.
This estimable couple were the parents of seven
children, as follows: John, father of our subject;
Catherine married John Himmelright, of Summit
county; Jacob lived in Summit county, near
Akron, Ohio; Lydia married Rev. Miller, a minis-
ter in the Reformed Church; Sarah married a
Mr. Hawk; Louis lives in Wayne county, Ohio;
Samuel is a farmer, residing at Copley, Ohio.
John Hankey, father of our subject, was born

-in Schuylkill county, Penn., in 1814, and was

three times married. His first wife was Miss
Polly Fostnight, who was born in 1819, and died
in 1854. She became the mother of seven chil-
dren, viz.: Solomon died in infancy; Sarah mar-
ried William Shammo, and is deceased; Lewis
W. is a minister of the Evangelical Church at
Tiffin, Ohio; John R. is fully represented else-
where in this volume; I. L. is the subject of
these lines; two died in infancy.

John Hankey followed farming until the death
of the mother of these children., when he went
into the dry-goods business with another man.
He soon after bought out his partner, and a
couple of years later sold out his store and pur-
chased a stock of clothing with which he opened
a store in West Salem, Wayne Co., Obio, in
1859. In 1861 he removed to Burbank, in the
same_county, and some years later disposed of
his business and went onto a farm in Medina
county, Ohio, where he died in 1867. Like his
father, he was an ordained minister in the Evan-
gelical Church, but did not preach on account of
bronchitis. Mr. Harkey's second wife ' was Miss
Margaret Reach, who died fifteen months after
marriage; she had one child who died in infancy.
Mr. Hankey’s third marriage was to Miss Sarah
Strouse, of Richland county, Ohio, by whom he
has two children: Isaiah S., of Bowling Green,
and Sarah Katherine, who married A. L. Sour-
wine, a farmer of Crawford county, Ohio.

1. L. Hankey, whose name opens this sketch,
is the architect of his own fortunes, and is a fine
illustration of what can be accomplished by
pluck and energy. His childhood was shadowed
by the death of his mother, after which sad event
he went to live with an uncle, Jacob Hankey.
When his father was again married he returned
home; but his happiness there was cut short by
the death of his step-mother, and the next day
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he was taken back to his uncle’s. There he re-
mained until his father’s third marriage, when he
spent a short time with the family. After their
removal to Medina county, our subject joined the
family, and drove a team for his father during the
construction of the Broad Guage railway through
that county.

When about seventeen years old Mr. Hankey
left home with one dollar in his pocket and went
to Wooster, Ohio, where he found employment
in a brick yard. He was next engaged in driving
a wagon for a peddler, working for him some six
or eight months, during which time he made a
trip to Oil City, Penn., where for the first time
he saw oil wells in operation. His next enter-
prise was to learn the trade of plumber and gas
fitter, and from this he went to work on a farm,
and later sold patent medicines through the
country. He finally drifted into Bowling Green,
where his first employment was as hack driver
between Bowling Green and Haskins, and sub-
sequently as a clerk in a grocery store.

On December 22, 1870, Mr. Hankey was
married in Bowling Green to Miss Sadie Abbott,
who was born in Huron county, Ohio, September
28, 1850. He then started a grocery store of
his own, but this not proving a success, he began
selling sewing and washing machines. In fact,
he was a ** hustler,’”” and thoroughly tested any-
thing at hand which seemed likely to lead to
financial success. In 1874, Mr. Hankey estab-
lished a clothing business, with his brother, J. R.
Hankey, as partner, the firm name being Hankey
Brothers. In this he was engaged for ten years,
then sold out and went on the road for six years
as traveling salesman for A. L. Gans & Co., of
. Philadelphia. During this time he became in-
terested in the oil business in Wood .county, his
ventures being very successful. Four years ago
Mr. Hankey gave up all other business to attend
to his growing and valuable interests in this di-
rection, and to-day he stands in the front rank of
a few most successful oil producers in the Wood
county field. He is connected with a series of
gas and oil companies, and is also a director in
the First National Bank of Bowling Green.

Mr. Hankey has taken- an active part in all
local affairs, and is a public-spirited citizen, whose
worth is appreciated. He is a member from the
Third ward in the city council, and has been a
member of the school board. In politics he is a
‘Republican, and socially he belongs to the
I. O. O. F., Daughters of Rebekah, Royal
R. A. C.,,K. O.T. M. He has always been very
patriotic, and, when in his early manhood, was a
memb.eor of the State Militia for five years. In

1863 he ran away from home and tried to enlist
at Wooster, Ohio, but was rejected on account
of his youth. ’

Mr. and Mrs. Hankey have had four chil-
dren, of whom three are living: Minne W., wife:
of Harry Cook, agent of the T. & O. C. railway,.
residing at Bowling Green; John W., who is a
partner with his father in the oil business (he
married Bertha Brown, and they have one child,
Don Brown); Ralph Blaine, at home; and Olive
Octive, who died when three months old.

Mrs. Hankey’s parents, Sylvester B. and
Maryette (Caswell) Abbott, were both natives of
New York State, the father born in 1812, near

_the Catskill mountains, the mother in 1813.

They were married in Ohio, whither she came
with her parents, and seven children were born
to them, viz.: Reuben, of Bowling Green; Eliz-
abeth (Mrs. Bryan Niles), of Blissfield, Mich.;
Melville, of Bowling Green; George, a farmer in
Gratiot county, Mich.; Sadie (Mrs. Hankey);
Alice (Mrs. S. Ordway), of Bowling Green; and
Louis, a farmer, in Wood county. Sylvester B.
Abbott was first married to Abzina Morrey, and
their son, John Abbott, is a doctor in Illinois.
Mr. Abbott was a lawyer by profession. He
came to Wood county in 1853, owned a fine farm
here, and died in Bowling Green in January,

189o. His second wife dying in December,

1875, he subsequently wedded Helen Robins, by
whom he had two children: Grace (who died
when eleven years old), and Jerry (a farmer of
Wood county).

B. F. SpiLker. The subject of this sketch
is one of the young enterprising farmers of Perrys-
burg township. He was born in Perrysburg Oc-
tober 28, 1866, and is a son of Christian and
Mary Ann (Budt) Spilker, the former of whom
was born in Germany, and came to Wood county
when twelve years old. He married in this
county, and began farming in Perrysburg town-
ship, which he made his permanent home and
died there in 1888. The wife still resides on the
old homestead. Their children were ten in num-
ber, as follows: Christian H., resides in Perrys-
burg; Mary A., his twin sister, is now Mrs. Lib-
bin, of Toledo; Olive married Mr. John Henry,
of Perrysburg; Thomas Jefferson is a telegraph
operator, and lives with our subject; W. F. is
married, and lives in Perrysburg township; B. F.,
our subject; Edward resides. in, Perrysburg;
Charles Peter is at home; Carstin is a resident of
Toledo; Flora.is at home.

Our subject was reared in Perrysburg town-
ship, where he received his education. In 1889
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he bought his present farm of forty acres, which
he has cultivated and improved, and on which he
erected his residence in 1891. He was united in
marriage in Perrysburg April 16, 1891, to Miss
Anna L. Schaller, who was born in Perrysburg
township July 10, 1870, and is the daughter of
Daniel Benedict Schaller, an early pioneer of the
township. Two children have been born to Mr.
and Mrs. Spilker, namely: May E., who died
August 29, 1892; and Orcel Benedict. Mr.
Spilker is affiliated with the Democratic party,
and, with his wife, is a member of the United
Brethren Church at Dowling.

FrANK KABIG, one of the most enterprising
and successful of the self-made men of Bowling
Green, was born in Plymouth, Richland Co.,
Ohio, October 19, 1852. His father, Anthony
Kabig, was a native of Neuberg, Germany, and
was married there to Miss Magdalen ,
with whom he not long afterward crossed the
Atlantic to find a home in America. He was a
butcher by occupation, and carried on that busi-
ness in several towns in Ohio— Wooster,
Plymouth, Bettsville, Fort Seneca — before
finally locating in Bowling Green, where he died
in 1886, at the age of seventy-two. His wife
died in 1882. They were consistent members of
the Lutheran Church from their youth. Their
three children, Edward, Caroline (now Mrs.
Christoph Lehmann) and Frank, are all living
- in Bowling Green.

Our subject’s education was acquired in the
public schools of the different towns in which his
parents lived during his boyhood, and at the age
of seventeen he began to learn the butcher’s
trade with Christoph Lehmann, then of Tiffin,
now of Bowling Green. He worked for him ten
years, and then entered into a partnership with
him, which lasted for two years. In 1882 he
bought a lot and built a market of his own, and
for fifteen years has carried on a.constantly grow-
ing trade, which has been developed by his own
energy and rare business judgment. By careful
investments in real-estate and other securities, he
has greatly added to his wealth, and now owns
320 acres of land in Wood county, and many
valuable pieces of property in the city of Bowling
Green, including a half-interest in the Kabig &
McKinsie block.

In 1880 he wasmarried to Miss Fannie Mick-
lee, a native of Wood county, born August 19,
1852. They have no children of their own, but
are rearing a girl, who is now nine years of age.
Mr. Kabig is a Democrat in politics, and takes a
prominent part in all progressive local move-

ments, wherein his shrewd practical judgment
has been no less effective than in the business
lines, in which he has made such a marked
success. Socially he is a member of the I. O. O.
F. at Bowling Green.

CapraiN J. W. KNaGGs, a well-known agri-
culturist and oil operator residing near Portage,
was born May 22, 1832, at Maumee City, Ohio.
His paternal grandfather, Whitmore Knaggs,
was a native of England, who came to America
in Colonial times and located at Detroit, where’
he engaged in farming. He gained the confi-
dence of the Indians in his vicinity, and at the
time of Hull's surrender he was taken to Quebec
and kept in close confinement—the British re-
fusing to exchange him because they feared his
influence  over his savage neighbors. His farm
near Detroit was stripped of everything portable,
aad his buildings burned, leaving his family des-
titute.  In later years he was an Indian Agent
under the U. S. Government. He died at his
old homestead. He and his wife were Roman
Catholics, and all their descendants are followers
of the same faith. They had five children:
Whitmore, deceased; George, who died at Mau-
mee City, in October, 1866; James, now a resident
of College Hill, Ohio; Elizabeth, deceased, who
married a merchant at Detroit; and John W.,
our subject’s father, who was born near Detroit
in 1800, and in early manhood engaged in trad-
ing with the Indians of northwestern Ohio, and
later locating near Toledo, where he owned four
farms.

Our subject’s father married Miss Melinda
Gunn, ‘'who was born in 1810, at Salem, Mass.,
and died in Toledo, in 1889. Seven children
were born to them: Mortimer, who died at
three years of age; Eliza, who married Tim
O’Connell, of Toledo,- and died in 1842; Ada-
line, the wife of Dr. W. W. Jones, of Toledo;
James W., our subject; Henry, a resident of
Springfield, Mass.; Sophia, the wife of Henry
Hitchcock, of Toledo; and Maria, who married
Mr. Valentine, the editor of a paperin New York
City.

Capt. Knaggs attended schools during boy-
hood in Toledo, and later assisted his father in
the management of his farms. He came to
Wood county in 1845 to see some land, and
there met and married Miss Cynthia Haskins,
who was born in Portage, February 6, 1832.
After their marriage they spent one year at To-
ledo, and then returned to Portage where they
have since. resided. Their five children are all
living. Lottie married G. Carlin; "Forest, a
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farmer in Portage, is not married; Ivy is the
wife of Charles Vandenburg, and has one child—
Ruth; Mortimer lives at home; and Wellington, a
farmer at Portage, is married to Cora Gunn, and
has one daughter, Myrtle, and one son, George.
When the war broke out Capt. Knaggs enlisted
in Company C, 21st O. V. 1., and was commis-
sioned 1st lieutenant; and at Nashville, in 1862,
he was promoted to the rank of captain and
placed in command of Company B. He was
wounded at Stone River and discharged for disa-
bility, but after a short stay at home he returned
to the front only to find that he could not endure
the strain of active service. Coming home, he
again engaged in farming and later in oil produ-
cing. He now owns 120 acres of land and four
oil wells. A patriotic and popular citizen, he is
a prominent worker in the Republican party, and
shortly after his return from the army he was
elected clerk of the court of Wood county. He
is a member of the F. & A. M.

I. V. WIREBAUGH, a prominent physician and’

surgeon of Prairie Depot, has been remarkably
successful in his chosen calling owing to his abil-
ity, professional knowledge and skill. He is a
native of Ohio, born in Tod township, Crawford
county, August 11, 1863, a son of John and
Elizabeth (Horner) Wirebaugh, well-to-do and
successful farming people, the latter now living.
Our subject was reared like most farmer boys,
assisting his father in the labors of the field, and
attending the district schools of the neighbor-
hood. In 1886 he began the study of medicine
under the direction of Dr. Chesney, of Bucyrus,
Ohio, and the next year attended a course of lec-
tures at the Western Reserve Medical College,
from which he was graduated in March, 1890,
after completing the three-years’ course and con-
tinuing his studies during vacations with Dr.
Chesney. He began practice at Tiro, Ohio,
where he also owned an interest in a drug store,
but gave most of his attention to his profession.
In December, 1892, he sold out his business
there; and on January 31, 1893, he closed a deal
for property in Prairie Depot, and on March 4,
following, opened an office there, where he has
since been successfully engaged in practice. He
is a talented and skillful physician, and has at-
tained his present honorable position among the
medical fraternity by his own unaided exertions.
He gives the closest attention to his business, and
surely an honorable career lies before him in his
chosen calling. .
On June 10, 1896, Dr. Wirebaugh was mar-
ried to Celia Sage, a prominent young lady of

Prairie Depot, who was for several years a suc-
cessful teacher in the schools of that place.

The Doctor takes quite an active interest in
civic societies, belonging to the Knights of
Pythias, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and
the Knights of the Maccabees.

H. A. HamiLToN, M. D., of Perrysburg, one
of the oldest and most honored members of his
profession, is descended from a long line of phy-
sicians and surgeons. Of his ancestry the Cen-
tennial Edition of the Hartford County Medical
Association says: ‘‘One of the most distin-
guished names upon the roll of physicians in our
locality, whether during the last or the present
century, is that of Hamilton. Early in the
eighteenth century Josiah Hamilton, then a boy,
came to Boston from Edinburgh, Scotland. He
studied medicine and located for practice in the
town of West Brookfield, Mass. He begat
Josiah, Jr., who also became a physician, and
followed his father in practice in the same town.
About the middle of the century Josiah, Jr., be-
gat Asa, who also studied medicine, and com-
menced practice at the age of seventeen or eight-
een, so precocious was he in the art inherited
from his father and grandfather. Dr. Asa Ham-
ilton early left Brookfield and settled in Somers,
Conn. He with his young wife and infant son
made the journey on horseback. This Somers
physician‘was the most distinguished of his fam-
ily, and became an officer and surveyor in the
Revolutionary army. He was a remarkably fine-
looking man, physically, and exceedingly popular
in his professional capacity. He was one of the
early members if not a charter member of this
society. Although he lived only about twenty
years after he commenced practice, his reputa-
tion for skill in surgery became extensive. On
one occasion his services were sought from East
Windsor Hill, a village only eight miles from
Hartford. He lived about twice that distance in
the oppeosite direction, and this call was worthy
of note because it shows that his reputation en-
abled him to encroach upon the domains of the
surgeons of a capital city. This fact seems to
us quite remarkable, for their reputation is now
so pronounced that we surgeons eighteen miles
away can hardly keep our minor surgery out of
their hands.

“‘Horatio Arnold Hamilton, who when an in-
fant rode into Connecticut with his father, Dr.
Asa, on horseback, early in or just before the
Revolutionary war, in due time studied medicine
also, and practiced in Somers until his two sons,
Horatio Asa and Erskine Erasmus, who also
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studied medicine, were ready to practice, when
he gave up the field to them and retired to En-
field. Here he built up a large practice, in which
he continued to labor until his death, which oc-
curred about the year 1850. He was a remark-
able man in his way. He bad quite a literary
taste, and was proud of his professional pedigree,
he being the fourth doctor in direct line from
Dr. Josiah. He was anxious to contiue the line
in his posterity, and it is said that on one occa-
sion when his only remaining son, Dr. Erskine
Hamilton (Dr. Horatio having died), was inclined
to give his time and attention to farming exclu-
sively, he spent whole nights in violent lamenta-
tion. His vigorous protestations prevailed, and
the line remains unbroken to this day. Dr. Ho-
ratio and Dr. Erskine each begat a son who
studied medicine, and both of these are now in
active practice; one, Dr. Horatio Arnold, in Per-
rysburg, Ohio, and the other; Dr. Theodore
Erasmus, in Springfield, Mass. And still further,
a son of Dr. Horatio Arnold (Harry Arthur) is
practicing with his father, and a son of Dr. Theo-
dore Erasmus is graduating this year (1892) from
the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New
York City.”

As will be seen from the above, Dr. Horatio
Arnold is the subject of this sketch. His father,
Dr. Horatio Asa, who died at the age of forty,
married Miss Clarissa Peck, a daughter of Dr.
Peck, of Stafford, Conn., and had three children:
Elizabeth married Dr. Royal Strickland, of En-
field, Conn., who despite his eighty years is still
in practice; H. A. is our subject; and Marinda
Eliza is the wife of James Murray, a prominent
lawyer, once State’s attorney of Ohio.

Dr. H. A. Hamilton was born in Somers,
Conn., March 27, 1829, was educated.in Suffield,
Conn., and in the Medical Department of the
University of New York, graduating from the lat-
ter school March 22, 1852, after a three-years’
course. He practiced three years in Springfield,
Mass., and then, in 1854, came to Perrysburg
and commenced practice along with the late Dr.
Peck. Dr. Hamilton married October 3, 1853,
Miss Delia Dewey, who was born in 1828, in
Middleton, Conn. They have three children:
Ida married W. J. Parks, of Toledo, and has
four children—Grace, William, Hamilton and
Harold; Harry Arthur, born January 27, 1862, is
now practicing medicine with his father; Charles
Murray, born July 1, 1866, is in the employ of
the Milburn Wagon Co., of Toledo (he married
Miss Anna Bryant, and has two children—Harry
and Helen). Dr. Hamilton and his family are
prominent in the social life at Perrysburg. He

is a man of unusual robust physique, and al-
though nearing the ordinary term of three score
years and ten, no task is too difficult for him,
and he displays an energy which puts time at de-
fiance. He is a member of the American Med- -
ical Association, the Ohio State Medical Associa-
tion, and the Northwestern Ohio Medical Asso-
ciation. He Las been a Freemason for many
years; in politics was originally a Whig, and has
been a Republican since the formation of that
party.

ARTHUR B. MurpHy, the able prosecuting
attorney of Wood county, was born in Condit,
Delaware Co., Ohio, December 15, 1860. Since
coming to Bowling Green, in 1887, he has made
rapid progress in his profession, his thorough
legal training and fine oratorical gifts receiving
prompt recognition.

Mr. Murphy’s ancestors on both sides were
among the early settlers of the Buckeye State.
His paternal great-grandfather, William Murphy,
came from Maryland early in the century, and
settled in Franklin county, Ohio. He was a
prominent Democrat, and an extensive land
owner, but was chiefly noted for his love of hunt-
ing and his large pack of fox hounds. He married
a Miss Leaf. Their son Basil, our subject’s
grandfather, was born in Franklin county, in
1802, whence, in 1828, he moved to Delaware
county,-and bought a farm on Rattlesnake creek.
He acquired a fine competence, and in later
years retired to Delaware, Ohio, where he died at
the age of seventy-nine. In early life he was a
Democtat, but on the nomination of Fremont he
joined the Republican party. He married Miss
Rachel Algire, a lady of German descent, and a
member of an old pioneer family living near Win-
chester, Fairfield county. She was greatly be-
loved for her good works. She was an aunt of
the late John A. Shannon, a prominent attorney
of Bowling Green, whom she reared. Basil
Murphy and his wife had seven children, two of
whom died in infancy. The others were Minerva,
who married John Sinkey, of Delaware county;
Mary, the wife of the late Abraham D. Adams, a
well-known lawyer and a partner of Ex-Gov.
Dennison; Charles Leaf, our subject's father;
Linnie B., now residing in Delaware, and Will-
iam, who went to Texas and died there.

Charles L. Murphy was born in 1837 at the
old homestead in Delaware county, Ohio, where
he now resides. He is a Republican with Prohi-
bition tendencies. He married Martha S. Adams,
a native of the same county, and a descendant of
an old Connecticut family. Her parents, John
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and Desire (Cook) Adams, came to Delaware
county when that region was a wilderness. They
were at first undecided whether tolocate there on
¢ Derby Plains ” or at the present site of Colum-
bus; but the finding of a peach tree growing in
the woods at the former place turned the scale in
its favor. They were devout Methodists, and
their house was for many years a regular place of
meeting for that society. Bothlived to advanced
age. Mrs. Adam’s sister, Cassandra (Cook)
Converse, was the mother of Hon. George L.
Converse, of Columbus. Jay Cooke, the finan-
cier, was a relative of the family. John Adams
and his wife reared a family of seven children
named as follows: (1) Ursula, the widow of Dr.
L. P. Sigler, formerly of Upper Sandusky, and
later of Garden Grove, Iowa. (2) Calvin, a
fruit grower in Placer county, Cal. (3) Abraham
B., who married Mary Murphy, our subject’s
aunt. (4) Martha S. (Mrs. Murphy). (5)
James, deceased, formerly a resident of Delaware
county. (6) John, the recorder of Placer coun-
ty, Cal. (7) Elijah, formerly recorder of Dela-
ware county, and now a resident of Columbus.
Our subject is the eldest of a family of eight
children, the others being: (2) Lovett, now in
Washington. (3) Delano, who died at the age
of twenty-two. (4) Grant, at home. (5) Ern-
est, deceased at the age of twenty-one. (6)
Farrah, a student in the Ohio State University
at Columbus. (7) Gertrude, married to George
E. Thrall. (8) Cora, at home.

Mr. Murphy attended the district school until
he was twelve years old, and then entered the
Sunbury High School, and two vearslaterthe Ohio
Wesleyan University, where he graduated from
the scientific course in 1885, with the degree of
A. B. He was one of the editors of the college
paper, T/ie Transcript. In 1884 he won the col-
lege prize for oratory, and in February, 1885, took
the second place among eight contestants in
the State oratorical contest at Oberlin, Gov. Mc-
Kinley being one of the judges. He began the
study of law with John S. Jones, of Delaware, and
in 1886 entered the senior class of the Cincinnati
Law School, graduating the following year. He
also engaged in oratorical contests there, obtain-
ing second place. On the advice of ]J. D. Cox,
Secretary of the Interior in Grant’s cabinet, he
came to Bowling Green in the fall of 1887, and
engaged in general practice. In November, 1890,
he was appointed mayor to succeed Andrew
Mears, and in the following April was elected to
that office. In 1892 he was re-elected, but re-
signed to take the office of prosecuting attorney
January 1, 1894. He is acknowledged to be the

most polished speaker of his age in this part of
Ohio. He is a close student, but occasionally
breaks the routine of professional life by social
diversions and hunting expeditions. Mr. Murphy
is a Republican in politics; socially he is a mem-
ber of the K. of P., the K. O. T. M., and the Phi
Delta Theta.

On Thanksgiving Day, 1893, our subject was
married to Miss Lizzie Kershner, a native of Lib-
erty Center, Henry county, and they have one
child, Nellie F., born January 28, 1895. Mrs.
Murphy’s parents, Andrew R. and Lanie (Andrix)
Kershner, were natives of Pennsylvania, and were
married in Ohio. They had eight children, viz.:
Jennie and Alice, who both died in infancy; Kate,
wife of Rev. W. P. Bender, a minister of the M. E.
Church; Mrs. Murphy; George Washington, of
Bowling Green; Zella, at home; Adaline, teach-
ing in the Bowling Green schools; and one whose
name is not given. The father was a hotel-keeper.
He served in the 16oth O. V. I., during the Civil
war, and was wounded in the service. He died
May 15, 1879; the mother resides at Fostoria.
Mrs. Murphy was born August 16, 1868, was edu-
cated at Liberty Center under the superintend-
ency of George H. Poulson, now of Cleveland,
Ohio, and commenced teaching when sixteen.
She taught four years in the Bowling Green
schools.

GEORGE RETHINGER, of Custar, is a native
of Ohio, born in Lucas county, February 13,
1848, a son of John and Mary C. (I.ong) Reth-
inger. Our subject passed his boyhood on his
father's farm, receiving the usual winter school
advantages, later taking a business course at To-
ledo. In early manhood he worked on a farm
during the summer, teaching school in the winter
season, till 1874, in which year he came to Cus-
tar, and entered the general merchandise store
of Ingram, Keeler & Co., in the capacity of
clerk and bookkeeper, remaining there some
nineteen months, or until the firm was burned
out. . Mr. Rethinger then taught the parochial
school of Custar for one winter, after which he
embarked in the grocery trade, in course of time,
in connection therewith, engaged in the grain
and live-stock business, and expanding his gro-
cery store into one of general merchandise. This
he conducted some nine years, then selling out,’
and again taking up the profession of teaching,
this time in the public schools, in which he con-
tinued for one winter. Once more he com-
menced general merchandising, including, as
before, the grain trade, having a partner in the
person of Abram Phenix; but at the end of one
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year our subject purchased his partner’s interest,
and conducted the business for his own account
until the winter of 1895, when he retired from it.
He is now representing Southworth & Co., in
the grain business at Custar, managing their ele-
vator, and buying grain.

On June 8, 1876, Mr. Rethinger was mar-
ried to Miss Catherine Dunigan, daughter of
Manus and Bridget (Burns) Dunigan, the former
of whom died in 1877, and the latter resides in
Springfield, Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. Rethinger
were born ten children, as follows: Charles J.,
Lucy R., Mary P.,Frederick]., Bridget A., George
Leo, Lawrence I., Anna G., Andrew Rapbael, and
Agnes C. (who died July 26, 1895, at the age
of eight months). The entire family, including
the parents, are members of the Catholic Church;
socially Mr. Rethinger is affiliated with the Cath-
olic Knights of St. John, and the Catholic
Knights of Ohio.

GILBERT T. KNauss. Devoting his energies
to farm work is this native son of Ohio, who now
owns and operates a farm in Middleton township.
He was born in Medina county, June 2, 1852,
and is a son of George Knauss, one of the early
settlers of this locality. When only two years of
age he came with his parents to Wood county,
and attended school in Plain and Center town-
ships. He worked with his father on the farm,
aiding in its development, and also learned the
trade of a blacksmith, which he followed for two
years in Plain township. At the age of nineteen
he came to Middleton township, where he owned
forty acres of land, and at once began the devel-
opment and improvement of his property. He
has erected a comfortable country home thereon
at a cost of $1,500, built good barns, laid many
rods of tiling, and set out an excellent orchard.
In connection with the development of this prop-
erty, he has also engaged in conducting a black-
smith shop, and has been quite successful in his
business. His son now cares for the farm, while
he is devoting his energies entirely to the work
in the smithy.

Mr. Knauss was married on June 18, 1871,
to Frances Grover, who was born in Ballville
township, Sandusky county, September 3, 1848.
They now have four children—George Franklin,
born September 26, 1872; Nora M., born Febru-
ary 20, 1877, now the wife of Allen Ewing, of
Plain township; Florence May, born November
19, 1878; and Edna M., born August 9, 1889.

Mr. Knauss has ever been a loyal citizen, a
fact which he demonstrated when only eleven
years of age by attempting to enlist in the army,

but on account of his extreme youth his father
prevented him. He has for a number of years
served as school director, and was instrumental
in securing the establishment of a school near his
home. In politics, he is a Republican, and in
religious faith adheres to the United Brethren
Church. He is a broad-minded man, possessed
of excellent qualities, and is deservedly num-
bered among the leading citizens of the com-
munity.

Frank A. REID, a well-kpown attorney of
Bowling Green, was born at Ottokee, Fulton
Co., Ohio, December 4, 1852. His grand-
parents, James and Priscilla Reid, were born
near Edinburgh, Scotland, and a few years after
their marriage they came to America, locating in
Pennsylvama and later in Hancock county, Ohio,
at a point since known as Reid’s Corners, where
Mr. Reid, who was a ship carpenter by trade,
engaged in business as a housebuilder. He was
also a justice of the peace for many years.
Seven of their children grew to maturity; James,
who lives in Van Wert Co., Ohio; William, a char-
acter sui gencris, a carpenter, a shoemaker, a
lawyer and world-wide traveler, who died at
Sedalia, Mo.; John H., our subject’s father;
Raine, a resident of Paulding county, Ohio;
Alexander G., living at North Baltimore, Wood
county; Sarah P., the wife of Edward Koons, of
Lawrence, Kans.; and Thomas C., who died at
Bowling Green, Ohio, September 7, 1892.

John H. Reid was born in Pittsburg, Penn.,
February 11, 1823. Not being content with a
common-school education and the carpenter’s
trade, he determined to enter Oberlin College,
where, by working in the harvest field in summer,
and doing odd jobs during term time, he suc-
ceeded in paying his expenses and graduating.
He then read law in Findlay, and on being
admitted to the bar located at Delta, Fulton
county, where, in 1851, he was elected prose-
cuting attorney. There he remained until 1853,
when he moved to Perrysburg, Wood county.
He had previously married a native of this county,
Miss Aurelia Augusta Howard, who was born at
Grand Rapids January 30, 1826. On his appoint-
ment as postmaster in Perrysburg, his wife, a lady
of fine mental ability, took charge of the office
while he devoted his time to his profession. In
1863 he organized Company D, 86th Regiment,
0. V. I, and went to the front as their captain.
The company went through the campaign which
resulted in the evacuation of Cumberland Gap,
Capt. Reid receiving a severe sunstroke while in
the mountains. His company had enlisted for



WO00OD COUNTY, OHIO.

471

six months, but were kept on duty nearly a year.
After returning home he again entered the army,
this time as quartermaster of the 144thO. V. I,
in the 100-day service. Shortly after the regi-
ment went to the front Frank A. joined his father
at Fort Dix, Md.. and saw considerable of army
life during that summer. They took part in the
operations in the vicinity of Annapolis and Har-
per's Ferry. At the close of the war Capt. Reid
resumed his practice at Perrysburg, and at the
time of the contest over the county seat he was
retained on the side of Bowling Green, whose
interests he heartily espoused and earnestly de-
fended in the highest courts of appeal. Victori-
ous in spite of the array of learned counsel on
the opposing side, he removed to Bowling Green,
where he carried on his practice, the latter part
of the time in partnership with our subject, until
a stroke of paralysis gave warning of his approach-
ing death, which occurred on November 1, 1885.
As a judge he had few equals in soundness of
logic and subtlety of analysis. As an advocate
he was remarkably successful, and when occasion
required he could rise to an impassioned yet
graceful eloquence. So well balanced was he in
his acquirements and gifts that it is difficult to
make a distinction, and mention any leading
characteristic. Before the war he was a Demo-
crat, but studying the issues of-that time he be-
came a Republican.

He and his wife, who survives him and resides
at Chattanooga, Tenn., were members of the
Presbyterian Church. Of their children, five grew
to adult age, of whomn Frank A. is the eldest;
J. Howard, born May 13, 1860, died September
30, 1886; James R. and Richard W. are clothing
merchants at Chattanooga; Mary Augusta lives
with her mother.

The Howard family, from whom our subject’s
mother descended, were prominent in the history
of the Maumee Valley. Thomas Howard, our
subject’s great-grandfather came from Yates
county, N. Y., in 1823 with his wife, a daughter,
Sidney, who afterward became Mrs. Howard
Davidson, and his three sons— Edward, Robert
A., and Richard M. W.—with their respective
families. Part of the family came by water, the
rest taking the land route and driving their live
stock. They first located at Fort Meigs, but
later removed to the Rapids of the Maumee,
Gilead, where they made their home for many
years. Thomas Howard (who was born Novem-
ber 15, 1758), died there May 25, 1825. His
son, Robert A. Howard, oursubject’s grandfather,
was born November 10, 1798, and survived all
the other members of the band of pioneers. His

last years were spent in what is now Pike town-
ship, Fulton county, where he died November
26, 1872. The Toledo Commercial of Decem-
ber 4, 1872, gave an extended obituary notice,
and mentioned his valued services as a justice of
the peace in Fulton county, an office which he
held for many years, and used as a means of
quietly adjusting difficulties, his kindly advice as
a man of well-known impartiality being as po-
tent in its influence as his judicial decisions.
After Fulton county was established he was em-
ployed to transcribe the old records, and later
was elected county recorder. His wife, formerly
Miss Priscilla Nelson, was highly esteemed by all
who knew her. After a half century of married
life, they died within a year of each other. Of
their nine children five are now living: A. A., of
Mason, Mich.; Col. N. M., a prominent business
man of Omaha; Edwin A., of Hillsdale, Mich.,
formerly an Indian agent in Dakota under Presi-
dent Grant; James W., of Fulton county, Ohio;
and Aurelia Augusta (Mrs. Reid).

Frank A. Reid was less than a year old when
brought to Wood county, and he received his
elementary education in the public schools here.
He then entered the Law School at Ann Arbor,
where he was graduated in 1877. Until his fa-
ther’s illness he practiced with him, and since
that time he has continued alone, conducting his
extensive practice with unusual ability and
marked success. He is an active and influential
Republican, and during Garfield's campaign was
organizer and president of the Garfield Club.
On June 15, 1878, he was married to Miss Alice
Lundy,” born November 15, 1856, the daughter
of Henry and Margaret (Smith) Lundy, who
came from Pennsylvania to Wood county in
1836. Mr. Lundy was prominent among the
pioneers of Wood county, was for years a direct-
or of the County Infirmary, trustee of Center
township, and took a leading part in securing the
location of the county seat at Bowling Green,
contributing generously toward the new court
house. Mr. and Mrs. Reid have two children:
Earl A., born August 30, 1879, and Helen A.,
born March 27, 1881.

LEoNARD DANIELS (deceased), who was a
highly respected citizen of the county, born in
New York December g, 1811, died at his home in
Middleton township in 1871, esteemed by all who
knew him. He was one of a family of ten chil-
dren born to William and Prudence (Prior) Dan-
iels. In his early life he learned the carpenter’s
trade, and followed that occupation for some
years.
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On February 15, 1856, Mr. Daniels was united
in marriage with Miss Martha Worth, a native of
the Empire State, born on the 2d of May, 1817.
She was one of a family of ten children, whose
parents were Thomas and Mary Worth. By the
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Daniels were born nine
children, namely: D. W., a farmer of Washing-
ton township; Prudence, wife of G. A. Simmons,
of New York; Amon J., who is operating the old
homestead; Herbert R., who is in the West;
Jesse M., a carpenter; H. C., who is living in
Bowling Green; D. L., a farmer; Alice M., wife
of E. H. King; and Inez M., wife of V. R. Porter,
of Bowling Green.

The subject of this review continued his resi-
dence in the East until 1866, when he came with
the family to Wood county, where he purchased
100 acres of land, on which the widow now re-
sides. It was then wild and unimproved, but he
at once began to clear it, and worked long and
earnestly in transforming it into richly cultivated
fields. He continued his work until 1871, when
death relieved him of his labors. He was a man
of sterling integrity and commendable worth, and
had the confidence and good will of all who
knew him.

After his death Mrs. Daniels took up the work
where her husband laid it down, and, with the
help of her sons, has succeeded in clearing the
farm and bringing it under a high state of culti-
vation. Many rods of tiling have been laid upon
the place, and, thus drained, it has been trans-
formed into richly cultivated fields. A good
residence and barns add to its value, and it s
now highly improved. Mrs. Daniels deserves
great credit for carrying on the work as she has
done, and she is still, at the age of seventy-eight

* years, keeping house for her sons.

Hon. BENjAMIN F. JAMES, a prominent young
attorney of Bowling Green, of the firm of James
& Beverstock, and ex-representative of Wood
county in the State Legislature, was born near
Mt. Gilead, Morrow Co., Ohio, April 30, 1863.

His paternal grandfather, Edmund James, a
native of Wales, came to America when a young
man, locating near Granville, Ohio, where he
met and married Miss Esther Griffith. She had
come from Wales in childhood with her parents,
who settled at the ¢“Welsh Hills,” in Licking
county. After their marriage they remained
some years in the same locality, and then moved
to Chesterville, in Morrow (then Knox) county,
where they spent the remainder of their lives.
They had ten children, among whom was Will-
iam D. James, our subject’s father, who was born

near Chesterville, December 22, 1815. He was
a farmer and stock dealer by occupation, and an
active politician, first in the Whig, and later in
the Republican, party, being one of five in his lo-
cality to vote the latter ticket during the war.
Strange to say, in 1894, each one of this little
band was represented in the State Legislature;
William D. James, by his son, the subject of this
sketch; John McConica, by his son Senator
Thomas H. McConica, of Findlay; Benjamin
Philips and David Thomas (cousins of William
D. James), by Senator Dudley B. Philips, of
Manchester; while Hugh G. Rogers, one of the
survivors of the quintette, was there in person as
member from Morrow county.

Our subject’s mother, Sarah (Meredith)
James, was born in July 30, 1818, at Chester-
ville, the seventh of the ten children of William
and Mary (Farmer) Meredith. Their respective
families had emigrated from England to America
in 1800, and settled near Chesterville, where,
after their marriage a few years later, Mr. Mere-
dith and his wife also located upon a farm. Our
subject’s father died May 13, 1875, his mother
on September 27, 1894. They also had ten chil-
dren, of whom Benjamin F. is the youngest.
Lucretia married T. H. Peterson, of Longley,
Ohio. Milo, a private in Company D, Third 8.
V. C., died at Nashville, Tenn., September fo,

1862. Mary E. is the widow of Capt. James A.
Moore, of Olathe, Kans., and now resides in
Fultons, Ohio. James H. is a farmer in Fulton,

Morrow county. Milton D. is the president of
the Globe Building & Loan Association of Colum-
bus, Ohio, and a prominent real-estate dealer
there. Robert W., formerly a stock dealer at
Marengo, Ohio, died May 9, 1883. Keturah is
the wife of G. L. Donals, of Helena, Ohio.
Jennie E. died July 9, 1883, the wife of A. A.
Crawford,county commissioner of Morrow county.
Ellsworth W., who died December 5, 1889, was
a stock dealer in the same county.

Mr. James spent his boyhood upon his father’s
farm, and up to the age of fifteen was mainly em-
ployed in outdoor labor. But he was not one to
be contented with the peaceful but monotonous
life of a farmer, and he determined to secure an
education and take a place in public life. The
next six years were passed in different educational
institutions, the Chesterville High School, the
Ohio Wesleyan University, Dennison University,
at Granville, and the Chicago University, where
he was graduated June 11, 1884, at the age of
twenty-one, with the degree of A. B. The fol-
lowing year he took the professorship in Latin
and Greek in Burlington College, Burlington,
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Iowa, which he resigned at the close of the year
to enter Yale University, New Haven, Conn.,
although he was tendcered the presidency of the
college, which he declined. At Yale he took
post-graduate and law studies, and on June 28,
1887, he received the degree of LLL. B. In Oc-
tober of that year he began to practice his pro-
fession, first in partnership with Judge G. C.
Nearing, and later with Edward Beverstock, his
present partner. Although the firm of James &
Beverstock is one of the youngest in the county,
they already have an extensive practice, having
law offices both in Bowling Green and Toledo,
Ohio.

Mr. James is highly gifted as an orator, and
his speeches at the bar and before public assem-
blies are regarded as masterpicces by competent
judges. He is a born politician, and his abilities
were promptly recognized by the older members
of the Republican party. In 1890 he was choesen
vice-president of the Ohio Republican League,
and a year later a vice-president of the National
League. In local poiitics he was also a leader
from the first, and in 1890 he was elected city
solicitor, resigning that office in 1891, after his
election to the General Assembly. His first term
gave him a reputation as a tireless worker, and a
fearless champion of any measure which he be-
lieved to be right, and he was re-elected in spite
of strong partisan opposition. He has the happy
faculty of making friends, seldom forgetting a
_face or a name, and there are few other men in
this county who have as wide a circle of acquaint-
ances. He is a 32° Mason, holding his mem-
bership in the Cincinnati Consistory, and he
belongs to the Zeta Psi, a college fraternity, as
.well as the Phi Delta Phi, a legal fraternity, hav-
ing been the founder of the Yale Chapter during
his attendance there.

CHRISTOPHER FINKBEINER, ex-recorder of
Wood county, and one of the most prominent
residents of Bowling Green, was born June o,
1845, in Wurtemberg, Germany, where his an-
cestors on both sides had for many generations
been worthy and industrious citizens. His par-
ents, Friedrich and Mary A. (Audee) Finkbeiner,
came to America in 1847, settling finally in
Perrysburg, Wood county. The father was a
miller by trade, but after coming to this county
found more profitable employment as a carpenter
and contractor. He took a hearty interest in the
welfare of his adopted country, and sent three of
his sons to the defense of the Union.  Previous to
the war he was a Democrat, and then became an

ardent Abolitionist and Republican. Hedied Jan- ;

uvary 17, 1863, aged forty-cight years, and his
wife in 1865, at the age of fifty. Of their large
family four lived to adult age: Frederick and
John, who have been engaged in mining in Ari-
zona and the West since the war closed; Christo-
pher, our subject; and Mary, the youngest child,
now the wife of Charles Church, of Toledo,
Lucas Co., Ohio.

Our subject, who is the third son, was two
years old when he came to this county, and his
education was obtained in the common schools of
Perrysburg. His first business venture was driv-
ing a dray, which occupation he followed until
December 4, 1861, when he enlisted in Company
E, 72nd O. V. 1., under Gen. Sherman. Dur-
ing the advance upon Corinth, he contracted
typhoid fever, and July 25, 1862, he was dis-
charged for disability, and sent home. On July
1, 1863, he again enlisted, this time in Company
L, 3d O. V. C., joining in time to take part in
the battle of Chickamauga, the pursuit of Gen.
Wheeler, and the engagements at Missionary
Ridge and Knoxville. In the spring of 1864 his
regiment joined Sherman's forces at Cartersville,
Ga., and took part in his famous campaign.
After the capture of Atlanta they followed Hood
into Alabama, and in the last engagement with his
troops, October 25, 1864, near Gadsden, our sub-
ject was wounded, necessitating the amputation
of his right foot. Until March 16,18G5,he wasa
patient in various hospitals—at Rome, Chatta-
nooga, Nashville, Jefferson Barracks, at St. Louis
—and then declining to enter the Invalid Corps
he came home. For a short time he worked in
a stave factory in Perrysburg, later clerked in a
store, and September 30, 1867, he opened a store
of his own, dealing in books and notions. After
four years he moved his stock to Napoleon, where
he remained two years, and then sold out to take
a position as traveling salesman for a firm of
dealers in wooden ware. During the next seven
years he visited in their interests points in Canada,
and the northern States from Massachusetts to
Colorado. Under Garfield’s administration he
was appointed postmaster at Perrysburg, and
after four years and a half he opened a store for
notions and gents’ furnishing goods, which he
carried on until his election to the office of county
recorder in 1888. He served the people of the
county in this capacity two terms, his faithful
and efficient service having been rewarded in 1891
by a re-election.

On January 1, 1867, Mr. Finkbeiner was mar-
ried to Miss Mattie A. Bellville, a native of Perrys-
burg, born November 8, 1847, and they have had
four children: Fred J., born November 5, 1867,
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is living at Bowling Green, Ohio; William A.,
born September 13, 1869, is a merchant at
Perrysburg (he married Miss Winnie See, and
has one son—Donald A.); Helen Gertrude is now
at home; and Jessie Belle is also at home. Mr.
Finkbeiner is one of the influential Republicans
of Wood county, and he is a member of the I. O.
O. F., the N. U. and the G. A. R.

HENRY S. CHAPIN, editor and proprietor of
the Democrat, Bowling Green, is a native of Con-
necticut, born January 4, 1835, at Collinsville,
Hartford, county, a son of Ariel S. and Mary D.
(Jones) Chapin, natives of Berkshire county,
Massachusetts.

Ariel S. Chapin was a son of Amos and
Rebecca (Sheldon) Chapin, who were also of
Berkshire county nativity. Mary D. (Jones)
Chapin was a daughter of Barnabas and Ada
(Harmon) Jones, of the same locality in Massa-
chusetts, and on both sides of the house they
followed agricultural pursuits. Both families
(Chapin and Jones) moved in 1836 from Massa-
chusetts to Lenox, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, where
they bought land and cleared up farms. Ariel
S. Chapin, father of our subject, lived in Col-
linsville, Conn., for a time, being there em-
ployed in some of the manufactories of that
place, though his occupation in the main was
that of a farmer. The son, Henry S., was a
year old when his parents came to Ohio, and but
seven years of age when his father died at Lenox;
the mother passed from earth, in 1893, at the
home of our subject in Bowling Green. They
were the parents of two children: Harriet, who
married J. C. Frankeberger, of Sidney, Shelby
Co., Ohio, and died there in 1868; and Henry S.,
our subject who has never marned

Henry S. Chapin attended the common
schools; also the Union school of Jefferson,
Ashtabula Co., Ohio, and worked on a farm
until he was seventeen years of age, when he
commenced learning the printing business in the
office of the Weekly Telegraph, Ashtabula. At
the end of two and one-half years he left there,
and during the succeeding two years attended
the Union school at Bellefontaine, Ohio. Re-
turning to the printer’s trade, he, from 1856 to
1862, was a compositor on Cincinnati and St.
Louis newspapers, and in October of the latter
year, in connection with F. J. Oblinger, he pur-
chased the Perrysburg Journal, which they
jointly conducted two and one-half years. In
1864, Mr. Chapin went with Company E, 144th
O. V. 1., Capt. Asher Cook, on the “ldo-days’
service.”” In the spring of 1865 he bought the

Republican, of Peru, Ind., and published the
same until 1868, in which year he went to To-
ledo, and opened a job printing office, being
associated therein with James Timmons. At
Toledo, in 1872, he commenced the publication
of the Sunday Journal, which later he sold to
Sherwood & Canfield. On April 26, 1876, he
commenced the publication of the Toledo Daily
Bee, and had charge of that paper eight years,
afterward becoming connected with the Toledo
Post, which two years later was sold, and for a
short time, in 1888, he was identified with the
Toledo News. During the year 1889, and up to
August, 1890, he was editor of the Pos¢, of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, and on September 1, 1890, took
charge of the Bowling Green Dcmscrat, which he
had purchased, and he has since conducted it
with his well-known ability.

GEORGE WILLIAMS was born in Heistenbach,
Province of Nassau, Germany, January 4, 184;.
His father, Ludwig Williams, a native of Ger-
many and a farmer by occupation, was twice
married, first to Katharina Danzer, by whom he
had two children, Anton and Clara. For his
second wife he married Louisa Fischer, and to
this marriage one child was born, George, the
subject of this sketch, who remained at home
until the age of fourteen years, attending school
from the age of six until fourteen. November 1,
1858, -the father died, and the widow and son
were left with but little, and the former was of
necessity compelled to work hard from day to
day in order to make ends meet. March 15,
1861, when in his fourteenth year, himself and
mother left the old home in Germany, and came
to Washington township, Wood Co., Ohio,
and made their home with a half-brother of the
son, Anton Williams, who had come to this
country several years before. The first three
years after his arrival George remained with
Anton, working on the farm, then for four years
he worked for Anton Oppermax), and one year
for Nelson Kuder, farmers of the same township.
Following this in 1869, he rented forty acres of
land in Middleton township, on which himself
and mother made their home for five years.

On October 5, 1873, at the age of twenty-
seven, Mr. Williams was married to Emma Hart-
man, of Middleton township, and the union was
blessed, with one son, George Frederick, born
April 2,1884. March 1, 1874, he bought sev-
enty-three acres of land near Haskins, Middleton
township, at fifty-four dollars. per acre, paying
$800 down. The land was in a poor condition,
only a few acres being cleared, and the improve-
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ments—buildings, fences, ditches, etc.—were
poor indeed, and Mr. Williams was required to
work hard to clear and improve this land, and
under the burden of 12 per cent. interest part of
the time. The present buildings on the place
are good and substantial, and the other improve-
ments correspond. This simple record of actual
achievements shows better than praise the indus-
try and enterprise of the man. July 27, 1874,
the mother died at the age of sixty-one years,
having lived only four months and twenty-seven
days with them in their own home. The wife's
mother, aged seventy-four years, is spending the
evening of her life with them. Mr. Williamsisa
member of the Lutheran Church, of which he isa
trustee, and he has been superintendent of the
- Sunday-school since the organization of the
Church, at Haskins, twenty-three years ago. He
has been a school director for two terms, and as-
sessor also for two terms.

Faithful in the discharge of every duty, ener-
getic,-and possessed of an unusual measure of
common sense, Mr. Williams has won the esteem
and confidence of all who know him.

Josepn E. BurnnAM, M. D., one of Wood
county’s rising young physicians, and junior mem-
ber of the well-known firm of Sage & Burnham,
of Prairie Depot, belongs to the homeopathic
school of medicine. A native of New York, he
was born at Pottsdam, St. Lawrence county, May
1, 1865, a son of Aaron and Sarah (Nesbit) Burn-
ham, the former born at Augusta, Maine, and the
latter in New York. The father was a citizen of
Pottsdam, where he died at the age of seventy-
two years, but his wife is still living at that place.

The Doctor is the third child and eldest son
in the family, and was reared to manhood in his
native town. His elementary education was ob-
tained in the public schools, where he learned
rapidly, and at the age of sixteen years entered
the Pottsdam Normal School, an advanced insti-
tution, where he pursued his studies for two years
and a half at different times, his attendance being
interrupted by school teaching, which he followed
very successfully. The illness of his father neces-
sitated his leaving the Normal, where he had in-
tended to take a full course, and then followed
the profession of teaching in the West.

In 1889 our subject entered the office of Dr.
H. D. Brown, of Pottsdam, one of the most suc-
cessful practitioners of northern New York, and
there began the study of medicine. In the fall
of 1892 he became a student in the Cleveland
Medical College, from which he was graduated
with high honor in the class of 1895, standing

. Joseph Wood, was born about 1768.

“Indians at bay.

second in a class of forty-two. He began prac-
tice at Port Clinton, Ohio, but on November 18,
1895, he located at Prairie Depot, and has since
been associated with that successful old practi-
tioner, Dr. Sage. He is a thorough student of
his profession, keeping well informed on the re-
cent discoveries in science, and his worth and
merit have been justly recognized. Politically,
be is identified with the Republican party.

W. H. Woobn, the well-known ex-surveyor of
Wood county, and a prominent resident of Bowl-
ing Green, is a native of this county, born at
Tontogany, July 13, 1836.

The family is of English origin, and the
founders of the American line were early set-
tlers in Virginia, where his grandfather, Judge
He re-
moved to Marietta, Ohio, where he surveyed the
first seven ranges that were officially located in
Ohio, being accompanied by a guard to keep the
In later years he served as pro-
bate judge of Washington county.

His son Emilius, our subject’s father, born in
1793, was the third white child born in the old
fort at Marietta. He was educated at the uni-
versity at Athens, Ohio, and became a surveyor,
and for twelve years was county surveyor of Per-
ry county where he married his first wife, Miss
Addie Fuller, who died in 1833 leaving two chil-
dren—A. J., nowin Oklahoma, and E. R., a res-
ident of Belle Plaine, Kans. His second wile
was Miss Sarah North, who was born in Phila-
delphia, Penn., in 1817, and came with her par-
ents, Joseph and Catherine North, to Wood coun-
ty in 1828, to settle in the wilderness. Her
mother, after their arrival, was lost in the woods
for three days and nights, staying in a tree at
night to keep out of reach of the wolves. She
found her way home by following a small stream
to the river. Our subject was the eldest of eight
children by the second marriage. The others
were: Adeline Amelia, Caroline Aurelia (de-
ceased),’ Catharine Lucelia, John R. (deceased),
Josephine Adelia, Emeline Ophelia, and Angeline
Fidelia. Our subject’s father came to Wood
county, in1834, and settled at Tontogany, and for
many years was engaged in surveying the wild
and unbroken forests. During his later years he
followed farming as an occupation. His death
occurred in 1875 while on a visit in Iowa. (His
wife had died in 1871 at the age of fifty-four).
In politics he was a Republican, and he took a
leading part in all the progressive movements in
the community. The first Masonic lodge in the
county was organized in his house where the
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lodge met for six years, and he was the second to
hold the office of Master. At one time he rode
to Zanesville on horseback, once to Marietta
and once to Columbus, to attend Grand Lodge
meetings.

Our subject’s early education was acquired in
the district schools near his home, and in the high
school at Waterville and Maumee City. He
taught for five terms, and in the intervals worked
on the farm. In 1862 he enlisted in Company
D. rr1th O. V. 1., and served in the army of
the Cumberland. For some time he was de-
tailed as hospital guard, having been sick and
unfitted for more serious duty, and here his fine
abilities as a musician were found useful. During
the first and last years of the war he was with
his regiment, and marched across Kentucky

and Tennessee, taking part in the engagement at.

Fort Saunders, Tenn. He was mustered out at
Salisbury, N. C., June 27, 1865, and discharged

at Cleveland, Ohio, July 13, 1865. Afterthe war

closed he spent eighteen months in Missouri, and
then returned to Wood county, where he has
since been engaged in his profession. He has
laid out over 15,000 miles of ditches, not to men-
tion other work. He waselected county survey-
or in 1871, and held the office for four terms, to
the satisfaction of all concerned. In 1865 he
married Miss Josepha R. Hoskins, who was born
in Portage county, Ohio, in August, 1844. She
is of the family of Morse, the inventor, and her
grandfathers were in the Revolutionary war.
Mr. Wood has for many years been the organist
of the M. E. Church. He s a Republican, anda
member of the G. A. R., No. 46, Wiley Post,
and of the I. O. O. F.

R. S. Patty, a highly esteemed citizen of
Bowling Green, is one of the most extensive oil
operators in the country, his interests being lo-
cated in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Indi-
ana. He began work in the oil fields when quite
a young man, being first employed as a driller and
pumper. Later he became a contractor for drill-
ing wells, first doing business for himself as a
member of the firm of Patty Brothers, their wells
being located near Bradford, Penn. This firm
afterward extended their operations to West Vir-
ginia, Indiana, and Kentucky, and in 1889 to
Ohio.

Of late years the firm of Patty Brothers has
also engaged in the gas business, and is at present
conducting extensive. plants at Weston, W. Va.,
under the name of the Weston Natural Gas &
Fuel Co., and at Logan, Ohio, as the Logan
Natural Gas & Fuel Co. The latter supplies the

Boys' Industrial School at Lancaster, and is pre-
paring to extend their line into Circleville and to
Chillicothe. At Weston, W. Va., they supply,
among other public institutions, the State Insane
Asylum with light and heat. Our subjectand his
brother were the promoters of these companies,
and now control them.

The subject of this sketch was born in Arm-
strong county, Penn., June 16, 1852, and was
reared there, his education being limited to the
common schools. He was married December 15,
1876, to Mary E. Smathers, who was born in
Clarion county, Penn., March 15, 1859, daughter
of Isaac (a lumberman) and Harriet (Reed)
Smathers, both yet living, who are parents of
eight children: Sarah, Lawson (who died when
a young man ), Mary E., Malinda, John, Robert,
Amelia, and Palmer (deceased when young).
Mrs. Patty is descended from the Hulling family,
and her great-great-grandmother was a sister of
Daniel Boone. Three children have been born
to Mr. and Mrs. Patty: Harry L., Roy Levern,
who died when young, and Eddie R. The fam-
ily occupy a palatial residence in Bowling Green,
whither they removed in 1889, Mr. Patty’s main
office being in the Z77mes building, Pittsburg,
Penn., where he directs the affairs of his exten-
sive business. He is essentially the architect of
his own fortune, a genial gentleman who has won
his way to success by energy and enterprise, and
to-day js conceded to be one of the best business
men, and most successful operators in the oil fields
of this or any other State. In his political
predilections he is a stanch Republican, but has
no time to spare for office hunting or office hold-
ing. Heisa member of the Presbyterian Church,
of Parkers City, Penn.; Mrs. Patty of the Church
of the same denomination at Bowling Green.

The parents of our subject, James ( a carpen-
ter by trade) and Nancy (Speer) Patty, were
both born in Pennsylvania, the father, in 1800,
in Westmoreland county, of Scotch-Irish descent,
the mother, in Armstrong county, in 1817. Both
passed away in the latter county, she in.1864,
and he in 1882. The father of James Patty, also
named James, was a native of Westmoreland
county, Penn., and one of the early settlers of
Gettysburg, that State. Our subject was one of

" five children, namely: James, who was a member

of the oil firm of Patty Brothers, and died in
1894; R. S.; Belle, who was a prominent school
teacher in Armstrong county, Penn., and is now
deceased; George, who, it is supposed, was mur-
dered while drilling wells in the West; and Eliz-
abeth, the wife of Samuel Blakely, of Marion,
Indiana.
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T. T. RoseNDALE, M. D., one of Fostoria's
rising young physicians and business men, is a
native of West Millgrove, Wood county, the son
of that well-known and successful practitioner,
Dr. Charles R. Rosendale. His early education
was obtained in the district school of his native
village, his first teacher being Miss Sally Buck-
ingham. In 1887 he entered the Northern Indi-
ana Normal School, where he remained three
years. He had previously read medicine with
his father and Dr. C. A. Henry, of Fostoria, and
in 1890 he entered Western Reserve Medical
College at Cleveland, from which he was gradu-
ated with the degree of M. D. in 1893. In 1892
he made a trip to Europe in the interest of his
profession, and immediately after graduation en-
tered into active practice, taking an office in the
opera block at Fostoria, where he is still located.
In common with all young professional men he
found it no easy matter at first to.compete with
older practitioners, but each year has found him
steadily gaining in the confidence of the people,
and he now enjoys a practice highly creditable
for one of his years and experience. In 1894 he
attended the University of California, where he
pursued post-graduate work, giving special atten-
tion to dissecting.

On September 10, 1895, the Doctor was mar-
ried to Miss Madge P. Harris, a native of Virginia,
who is the daughter of V. H. and Augusta P.
Harris. Mrs. Rosendale was graduated from the
Fostoria High School in 1885, and in the scientific
course from Buchtel College, Akron, Ohio, in
1889.

Dr. Rosendale is one of the wide-awake, pro-
gressive young men of Fostoria, seeming to in-
herit the business tact and shrewdness of his
father, whose success in life has but few parallels
in Wood county. In addition to his practice he
has extensive business interests, which receive
careful attention. In 1895 he erected on Perry
street one of the finest houses in the city, where

he and his wife entertain their large circle of

friends in a'delightful manner. Politically he is
a stanch Republican, taking an active part in the
politics of the city.

CaPTAIN J. B. NEWTON, one of the most prom-
inent citizens of Bowling Green, with the chief
interests of which city he has for many years
been identified, was born September 10, 1837,
in Chenango county, New York.

His grandfather, Daniel Newton (1), a native
of New England, born May 9. 1786, settled in
Chenango county, N. Y., in early manhood, and
married Miss Patty Bell, who was born in Con-

necticut, July 8, 1788. Their son, Daniel New-
ton (2), born October 12, 1810, married Miss
Sarah Burdick, also a native of Chenango county,
born February 10, 1810. They were married
January 12, 1834, and six years later came west,

“located in Wood county, Ohio, first in Center

township, and later (eight years afterward) in
Bowling Green. In 1864 they removed to Roach-
ton, but in 1876 they came back to Bowling
Green, there to pass their declining years. They
were both earnest and consistent members of the
M. E. Church, and faithful workers in every line
of Christian duty. Mr. Newton was originally a
Whig, later a Republican, and was an intelligent
student of public affairs. He died March 20,
1881, his wife having preceded him to the grave,
November 18, 1872. Of their six children, three
grew to adult age: Louis M., born October 8,
1834, now a leading resident of Garnett, Kans.;
. B., our subject; and Jennie, who married
L. D. Stearns, now of Willapa, State of Wash-
ington. The deceased are: Jeremiah C., born
September 20, 1842, died August 19, 1849; James
L.. born August g, 1846, died December 4, 1846;
and Chloe E., born July 21, 1847, died July 31,
1847.

Capt. Newton's early education was restricted
to an attendance at the district schools near his
home. When the Civil war broke out he was
among the first to enlist for the three-years’ serv-
ice, in August, 1861, joining Company A, 14th O.
V.1. Hisregiment was assigned to the 14th Corps,
army of the Cumberland, commanded by Gen.
Thomas, and.served through the campaigns in
Kentucky; Tennessee, Mississippi, and Georgia,
taking part in the historic march to the sea, and
was present at the surrender of Johnston. Capt.
Newton was promoted from private through the
grades of corporal, sergeant-major, second lieu-
tenant, first lieutenant, to the rank of captain;
as second lieutenant he was detailed as adjutant,
and served in that capacity until promoted to
captain. During the latter part of his service he
was detailed mainly on brigade staff duty. At
the close of the war he went to Washington and
participated in that < Grand Review,’’ and was
finally discharged at Cleveland, Ohio, in July,
1865. He was never wounded, and never absent
fromn his command, except once, by reason of
sickness, in 1862.

In 1868 he married Miss Maggie Blackwood,
who was born in Oakland county, Mich., January
23, 1844, and four children came of this union:
Welles B., born_April 17, 1869, now a druggist
in Toledo; Clyde B., born May 22, 1874, a stu-
dent at Alma, Mich.; Earl W., born June 8,
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1881; and Mary Belle, born November 27, 1882.
Soon after his return from the army, Capt. New-
ton was elected county auditor, and served three
terms of two years each. He then engaged in
agricultural pursuits in Center township some fif-
teen years, during whichtime he did an extensive
business in feeding and shipping stock. When
the gas boom came to Bowling Green, the Buck-
eye Glass Co. was among the first to utilize the
new product, and selected him to manage the
financial affairs of the company. The Ohio Flint
Glass Co. was incorporated in 1891 for the man-
ufacture of table glassware, and the attendant
lines common to that branch of the business.
When the natural gas, for fuel for manufacturing
purposes, failed at Bowling Green, the company
decided to remove their plant to the gas fields of
Indiana. They selected Dunkirk for their loca-
tion, and entrusted Capt. Newton with the man-
agement of the affairs of the company. In 1895
he was elected president thereof, and given charge
with general management of its affairs, retaining
his residence in Bowling Green. Politically he
votes the Republican ticket, is very influential in
party affairs, and takes a leading placein all pub-
lic movements; he has always been ready to
assist in any movement tending to advance the
interests of the city, and was one of the early
clerks of the corporation as soon as he became
of age. Socially he is a member of the G. A. R.,
Wiley Post, No. 46; of the I. O. O. F. and En-
campment, and a member of the Loyal Legion
in the Ohio Commandery.

CoLoNEL M. F. MILEs, a representative farm-
er of Montgomery township, was born in Ches-
terville, Morrow county (at that time Knox coun-
ty), Ohio, December 10, 1838, and is a son of
Davis and Julia A. (Denman) Miles. His grand-
father, Enos Miles, was born in Chester county,
Penn., July 3. 1786. He married Miss Eliza-
beth Frame, who was born April 3, 1790. They
came to Ohio in an early day, bought up tracts
of land, and Mr. Miles named Chester township,
also Chesterville. A man of means, he erected
a large brick hotel and other buildings, one of
which he fitted out as a school and boarding-
house; but his ideas were far too advanced for
those days, and his venture involved him in finan-
cial difficulties. Mr. Miles died in Chesterville,
May 18, 1840, and his wife on August 18, 1871.
Their children were Davis, Euclid, Enos, Jane
and Catherine.

Davis Miles, the father of our subject, was
born in Chester county, Penn., in 1814, came to
Ohio with his parents, and was married in Ches-
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terville in 1837. His wife was a daughter of
Joseph Denman, a farmer. At the time of his
father’s death, Davis took charge of his affairs,
which were much involved; but he took an exten-
sion of time, and was able to hold the property.
He conducted the hotel business successfully,
and when the property was divided it was not by
a forced sale. At the organization oi Morrow
county Mr. Miles was chosen first sheriff. He
owned considerable land adjacent to the village
of Chesterville, and hired almost all of his work
done, although in early life he was an active
farmer. He was a man of excellent judgment
and common sense, and possessed a strong nat-
ural intellect. He was a stanch Republican, a
prominent man in his community, and served
two terms in the Ohio Senate. The children of
Mr. and Mrs. Miles were as follows: M. F., our
subject; Enos W., a traveling salesman, of
Mansfield, Ohio; and Mary C., who died young.
Mr. Miles passed away August 6, 1865, and Mrs.
Miles in 1876, and both are buried at Chester-
ville. They were members of the Baptist Church,
in which, later in life, Mr. Miles took an active
part; socially he was a member of the Masonic
fraternity.

The early schooling of our subject was ob-
tained in his native village schools. At the age
of twenty he entered the Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity, at Delaware, where he remained one
year. -For two years he was a student in the
University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and while
there enlisted in the students' battalion, whose
services were rejected on account of the quota of
men being already filled. Mr. Miles returned
home, and on September 14, 1861, enlisted in
Company B, 43d O. V. L., under Gen. C. Smith,
and went into camp at Mt. Vernon, Ohio, where
he was appointed sergeant. On January 9, 1862,
he was promoted to the rank of second lieutenant,
and assigned to Company A, 49th Regiment,
then camped at Green River, Ky. On February
14, 1862, the regiment was ordered to Bowling
Green, Ky., and thence to Shiloh, advancing to
the assistance of Gen. Grant. His regiment
participated in that battle, and with other forces
held their positiorf from 11 A. M. to 4 P. M., when
the enemy was obliged to retreat. The other
battles in which our subject took part are as fol-
lows: Corinth, Lawrenceburg, Stone River, Lib-
erty Gap, Crab Orchard, Chickamauga, Mur-
freesboro, Mission Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge,
Cassville and Pickett's Mills. In the battle of
the last mentioned place, which occurred May
27, 1864, the 49th entered the fight with 560
men, and lost 224. After the fall of Atlanta our
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subject returned with his regiment to Nashville,
participating in the battles of Franklin and Nash-
ville. On June 15, 1865, it was taken to Texas
in order to quell any continuance of the Rebellion,
it forming a part of the 4th Army Corps. On
September 30, 1862, Mr. Miles was promoted to
first lieutenant, and assigned to Company B,
49th Regiment. On March 2, 1863, he was
made adjutant of the same regiment, and was
then transferred to Company H, and promoted
to the rank of captain of that company. On
October 4, 1863, he was made major, and March
29, 1865, promoted to lieutenant-colonel. On
June 26, 1865, he was mustered out, but in No-
vember of the same year he was sent to Victoria,
Texas, and was not finally discharged until De-
cember 31, 1865.

After the close of the war, Col. Miles engaged
in the lumber business at Logansport, Ind., for
some time, and then went to Chicago and started
in the retail drug trade on State street, at the
corner of Taylor. He had a previous knowledge
of this business, but failing health compelled him
to give it up and return to Wood county. Here
he was married, October 11, 1866, to Miss Mag-
gie E. Diver, a native of Montgomery township,
born June 30, 1843, the daughter of Osman and
Esther F. (Robinson) Diver, the former of whom
was born August 23, 1809, and the latter April
2, 1818. Mr. Diver was twice married, his first
wife being Miss Margaret Kinnaman, who bore
him three children, two of whom — Franklin and
Laura — grew to maturity; by his second wife,
Mr. Diver had three children — Maggie, Osman
A., and Harriet M.

Col. Miles began the business of flour-milling
in West Millgrove, Wood county, in 1868. The
mill burned down in 1872, and he and O. A.
Diver built on its site the present structure, with
which our subject was connected for twelve
years. Since retiring from that business he has

resided in Montgomery township, in Section 29,
where he has a comfortable home and carries on’

farming, having over 377 acres under his direc-
tion. He has always been a Republican, and in
1887 was elected sheriff of Wood county, serving
- two terms, but retaining his residence in Mont-
gomery township during his service. Both he
and his wife are members of the Christian Church,
in which he has been an elder for many years.
He is also secretary and treasurer of the 1gth
District Ohio Christian Missionary Society. So-
cially he belongs to the Masonic order in Fos-
toria, and to the G. A. R. Col. Miles, as He is
always called, is a prominent citizen of Mont-
gomery township, is a man with a keen concep-

tion of right and wrong, loyal and trusted, and a
strong supporter and earnest advocate of what-
ever is for public good.

Mrs. Miles is State president of the Christian
Woman'’s Board of Missions, an auxilliary to the
Christian Church, which is a grand organization.
She went to school at Fostoria, Ohio, and at
Oberlin, later graduating at the Seminary at Mt.
Vernon. She is a woman of considerable liter-
ary ability, her writings being mostly on religious
subjects, which have been printed in the leading
publications of that character.

GEORGE C. STEVENSON, a member of the
firm of Matthews & Stevenson, leading grocers
of Bowling Green, who is even better known
as a breeder of blooded horses, was born Juune
2, 1844, in county Down, Ireland.

His grandfather, James Stevenson, was an
officer in the British army, a quartermaster un-
der Sir John Moore, and while in Ireland on a
recruiting expedition he was so charmed with the
beauty of the country that he resolved to return
there to live, if it were possible to do so. Some
time afterward, having been wounded in the bat-
tle of Waterloo, he was retired from service, and
he purchased an estate in county Down, where-
on he spent the rest of his life.

William Stevenson, the father of our subject,
was born in Spain, eight days before the battle
of Coruna, in which Sir John Moore was killed..
His early life was passed mainly in Ireland. At
the age of nineteen he came to America, but re-
turned to Ireland, where he was married to Miss
Jane McAlpine, a descendant of one of the old-
est and most powerful of the Scottish clans. In
1851 he came to America again, bringing his
family, and located first at Pittsburg, Penn.,
and finally settled in Ashtabula county, Ohio,
where he engaged in the lumber business. Our
subject was second in order of birth of six chil-
dren: James, the eldest, lives in Seneca county,
Ohio; Margaret is the wife of Charles Scoville, of
Ashtabula; Mary (deceased) was the wife of V.
L. Chapin; W. J. is a resident of Williams
county, Ohio; William died in Pittsburg, Penn-
sylvania.

Our subject_ was educated in an academy at
Ashtabula. When the Civil war began the
martial spirit inherited from both paternal and
maternal ancestry impelled him, though a boy
in years, to join in the struggle. On August 20,
1861, he enlisted in Company K, 83d P. V. 1.,
and served throughout the war, receiving his final
discharge June 18, 1865. He was in the battles
of Big Bethel, Yorktown, Malvern Hill, Cold
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Harbor, Spottsylvania, North Anna, Chancellors-
ville, Gaines Mills (where he was slightly
wounded), Laurel Hill and Charles City Cross
Roads. In 1862, at Malvern Hill, he was shot
through the right lung, and the night after the
battle his captain, who had hunted him up, got
the surgeon to examine and dress his wounds;
but Mr. Stevenson was then informed that he
could not live till morning, as he was bleeding
internally. Thus confronted with death, this
worthy descendant of heroes declared that, hav-
ing done his duty, he was satisfied. He could
die in no better cause. About 7 o'clock the
next morning, however, a negro discovered him,
and, lifting him up, gave him a drink of whiskey,
which so revived him that he managed to walk
or crawl some five miles, when he was
picked up and taken to Harrison's Landing.
Thanks to his wonderful constitution, he
recovered, and at the end of eleven months re-
enlisted in his old company. At Cold Harbor,
in 1864, he fell on the field with two wounds.
At Laurel Hill he was rendered unconscious by
the concussion of a shell, and when found by his
lieutenant he was bleeding from the mouth,
nose and ears, but he soon had his external
wounds dressed. After the close of the war, Mr.
Stevenson engaged in the lumber business in
Ashtabula county and that vicinity, and in 1874
located in Dunbridge, Wood county. In 1886
he began breeding fine horses, roadsters and
trotters, a business in which he still continues,
and he owns a fine stock farm in Middleton
township. On May 22, 1895, he bought an in-
terest in a grocery store in Bowling Green, for-
merly owned by Henry Hughes.

In 1866, Mr. Stevenson married Miss Viola
L. Reeve, who was born in Ashtabula county,
August 2, 1850. They have six children: E.
K.; Jennie, who married O. N. Grover, a teacher
at Dunbridge, and has one child—Genevra;
Lamira L.; Ethel A.; George R., and Clyde V.
The family reside at Bowling Green. They are
members of the Presbyterian Church, and active
in various forms of philanthropic work. Mr.
Stevenson is a leading worker in the Republican
party in this county. He served two years as
trustee of Middleton township, and also as mem-
ber of its board of education, of which he was
president one year. Fraternally, he is a mem-
ber of the F. & A. M., and of Kenneth's Lodge
No. 158, K. of P., of Bowling Green; he also
belongs to Robert Stewart Post No. 6go, G. A.
R., of Dunbridge. The Reeve family came
from Connecticut. Mrs. Stevenson’s parents, H.
A. and Lamira (Peck) Reeve, were born in Ash-

tabula county, Ohio, where they were engaged in
farming. The father is still living; the mother
died in 1871. They had five children, three
sons—Wells H., Ellsworth S. and Wilson—and
two daughters—Viola L. (Mrs. Stevenson), and
Celia Adele. The Reeves were noted Abolition-
ists in ante-bellum days, their home being a sta-
tion on the famous ‘¢ Underground Railroad.”
Capt. James Reeve, Col. Arthur Reeve, Harri-
son F. Reeve (all three of whom died in the
army during the Civil war), and Capt. L. C.
Reeve, Mrs. Stevenson’s uncles, were valiant de-
fenders of the Union cause.

DANIEL MERCER (deceased), who in his life-
time was one of the most prominent of the pio-
neer citizens of Bowling Green, better known as
“‘Uncle Dan" throughout his wide circle of ac-
quaintances, was born August 3, 1826, in Colum-
biana county, Ohio, where his ancestors were
among the earliest settlers. He was of mixed
German, English and Irish blood, and manifested
the best qualities of each strain.

His father, William Mercer, was born in Co-
lumbiana county, and was there married to Miss
Margaret Ikirt, a native of Pennsylvania. They
came to Portage township, Wood county, in
1836, and settled in the woods where they made

their first dwelling out of brush supported by a

couple of trees. Our subject was ten years old
at that time, and can well recall the howling of
the wolves around them, and his fear lest they
should break through the frail shelter. A log
cabin was built later, and the land prepared for
crops, -the father seeking work after the seed was
planted, in order to supply his family with food.
He died at the early age of forty-three, and his
wife at thirty-seven, the lives of both having been
shortened by the privations and exertions of pio-
neer life. Of their fifteen children, twelve grew
to maturity, our subject being the eldest: Eli-
zanna married Josiah Milburn; Elizabeth mar-
ried W. Johnson; Pierce was a farmer in Liberty
township; Mary Ann married Cornelius Simons;
Harriet married George Babcock; one son,
Bielby, lived in Indiana; Margaret and Martha
(twins), the former was Mrs. Robert Johnson,
and the latter is now Mrs. Frederick Amos, of
Portage township; Rufus is a farmer in Henry
county; Euphemia married Russell Chilcote, of
Perry township, and Caroline married John
Boozer, of Bloom township. None of this large
family are now living except Daniel and the four
younger children.

"Uncle Dan’s early educational advantages
were limited, but he made the most -of them, and

I [ I e O I N






Digitized by GOOSIQ



WO00D COUNTY, OHIO.

481

at the age of seventeen gained an insight into the
principles of arithmetic in seventeen days. He
was twice married, first time at the age of twenty
to Miss Susan Roberts, who died August 22,
1865. Ten children were born to this union. (1)
Emeline, married Sheldon Welton (now de-
ceased), formerly of Liberty township; they had
twelve children—Emmett, who married and has
one child; Norton; Lillie, who married and has
one child; Della; Daniel; Myrtle, who married
George Brubaker, and has one child, and John,
Edna, Ruth, Clayton, Anna and Clarence, the
six last being still at home, except Ruth, who is
deceased. (2) Delascos lives in Liberty town-
ship; he married Louisa Donsey, and has five
living children—Lucy, married to James White,
and has one child; Eddie, a student at Bethany
(W. Va.) College; Clarence, Tillie and Abraham
G.; two others died in early life. (3) Apalinda
first married Samuel Whitaker {(now deceased),
and had two children—Thomas E. and Ella E.
—both attending Bethany College; she afterward
wedded John Knight and had two children, one
of whom, Deyo, is living. (4) Alcenusis a farmer
in Liberty township; he married Ella Ducat, and
has four children—Rosa, Libbie, Normia and
Lloyd. (5) Elmira married Robert Place, of
Liberty township, and has two living children—
Alfred, a student at Bethany College, and
Alta. (6) Eugene married Jerusha Bay, and has
three children—Mable, Virnie and Edith. (7)
Ruth married Robert Marbel, of Bowling Green,
and has one son—Leonidas. (8) Cyrenus mar-
ried Alice Dubbs, and has one son—Ira. (9)
Flora and YO) Florence (twins) are married,
Flora to Milton Tellers, of Plain township, and
Florence to Clarence Griner.

Mr. Mercer was married the second time,
June 24, 1866, to Mrs. Lucy A. Aller, who was
born in Genesee county, N. Y., July 23, 1828,
daughter of Asahel and Lucy (Johnson) Martin.
By her former marriage with Zacheus Aller she
had nine children, of whom seven are living:
(1) Margaret, married to Porterfield Mercer, and
has five children—Frank, Ethel, Manley, Marian
and Emma. (2) Nelson (now deceased), mar-
ried to Julia Lowe (now deceased), and had
three children — Millie, Leory and Porterfield.
(3) Zerelza, married to James Miller, and has
four children—Ernest, Grace. Royal and True.
(4) Elliott, married to Cora Hunt, and has three
children—Ernest, Bertha and Lucy. (5) Henry,
married to Addie Swartz, and has two children—
Elmer and Blanche. (6) Amos, not married.
(7) Rebecca, married to Dowling Mercer, and

has three children—Lorenzo, Ina and Hazel.
Y

By his second marriage “ Uncle Dan” had two
sons: (1) Leonidas, pastor of the Christiam
Church at Ravenna, Ohio; was educated at
Bethany (W. Va.) College and Chicago Univer-
sity, and ordained in 1891; he is married to.
Jessie Green, of Alliance, Ohio. (2) Robert, a
farmer near Bowling Green; he completed his
education in Hiram College, Ohio, and is married
to Miss Millie De Lano; like his father, he is an
ardent Prohibitionist.  All of these nineteen chil-
dren have been reared together by our subject,
and all are members of the Church. He lately
gave each of them $2,000, making $4,000 in all
to each, he having previously given $2,000 to
each one.

About two years after his second marriage
Mr. Mercer bought a farm of 400 acres in Lib-
erty township, where oil was afterward discov-
ered, and at the time of his decease he had an
income from sixty-five wells. In 1889 he re-
tired to Bowling Green, there to spend his de-
clining years, and he employed his time devising
new ways to do good with his money. He was
a liberal patron of the Christian Church, of
which he had been a member some fifty-three
years, and an elder for thirty years. He took
the lead in the financial affairs of the Bowling
Green society, and made large donations in
other places, helping to build more than twenty
churches. He also gave generously to Bethany
College, Hiram College and other educational in-
stitutions, and was extremely liberal to Churches,
regardless of creed. Politically, he was formerly
a Democrat, but in later years was a Prohibition-
ist, taking an active interest in all temperance
work. Daniel Mercer, the subject of this sketch,
died September 23, 1896, and was buried in the
cemetery at Rudolph.

MURRAY P. BREWER, one of the proprietors
of the Wood County Sentinel, and editor of the
same, is a native of Ohio, born November 23,
1849, and received his schooling at Westerville.

In 1868 he went to Toledo and engaged in the
printing business as a practical printer, and in
1870 came to Bowling Green, here taking a po-
sition on the Wood County Sentine/—the official
organ of the Republican party. In 1873 he be-
came sole proprietor of the Sentinel by purchase
from C. W. Evers, later selling to Rudulph Bros.,
and was then for one year one of the proprietors
of the Wauseon Republican. In 1884 he again
became one of the proprietors of the Sentinel.
and has been its-editor ever since. He is one of
the ablest writers in Ohio, and always alert to
the interests of his town and county. He has
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been mayor of Bowling Green two terms (1882
and 1884), and served ably and well on the school
board many years, also in the city council 1877-
1879-1881-1885-1886-1894-1895 and 1896.

On January 8, 1873, Mr. Brewer was married
to Miss Luella G., daughter of Norton and Ella
R. (Wells) Reed, natives of Ohio and New York
State respectively, the father being of Scotch
origin. To our subject and wife have been born
children as follows: CharlesR., John W., Harry
and Dixie.

E. L. SpaFForp, the well-known young civil
engineer of Bowling Green, is a descendant of one
of the earliest pioneers of this region, his great-
great-grandfather, Major Amos Spafford, who
was born in Sharon, Conn., April 11, 1753, hav-
ing been for some time deputy revenue collector
at Perrysburg. The Major’s eldest son, Samuel
Spafford, our subject’s great-grandfather, was
commissioner of Wood county, from 1822 to
1828; he died at Perrysburg in 1831, at the age
of fifty-six. Amos Spafford, the grandfather of
our subject, went to California during the ‘‘gold
fever” of 1848-49, and was never heard from
afterward. His son, Ara C. Spafford, our sub-
ject's father, was born in 1835, and in 1861 en-
listed in Company C, 21st O. V. I., and served
in the army of the Cumberland until he was
stricken with yellow fever, from which he died
October, 1864, at Camp Sorghum, South Caro-
lina.

On the maternal side, also, Mr. Spafford is
descended from a family which has held a prom-
inent place in the history of northwestern Ohio,
his mother, formerly Miss Amanda M. Baird, be-
ing the daughter of G. W. Baird, a man of rec-
ognized influence in business and political circles,
and a representative in the Legislature from this
District, in 1841—42.
ond in a family of three children. The eldest,
Clifton A., lives in Providence, R. I.; the young-
est died in infancy. His mother, who was born
September 18, 1838, is still living, and has con-
tracted a second marriage with F. H. Thompson,
of Perrysburg; they have had two children—L.
A. and Edward.

Our subject was born at the old homestead
in Perrysburg July 8, 1861, and received his early
education in the schools of that town. The
foundation, thus laid, has been added to by
subsequent reading and observation, until he has
become noted for his broad and accurate informa-
tion. His technical studies in engineering and
surveying were pursued under the able guidance
of Prof. Hubbard, at Perrysburg. At the age of

E. L. Spafford is the sec--

nineteen he began teaching, and, after seven years
of successful work in this county, he engaged in
the practice of his chosen profession, working as
an assistant to the county surveyor. His ability
and skill, combined with absolute fair dealing in
disputed cases, has brought him an extensive
business in this and adjoining counties.

On May 4, 1894, Mr. Spafford was married
to Miss Mildred Kramer, of Bowling Green, who
is a worker in various philanthropical movements,
and an active member of the M. E. Church. One
son, James Francis, born January 1, 1896, has
blessed this union. Mr. Spafford is a straight
Republican in politics; socially, he belongs to the
I. O. O. F. Lodge No. 77, of Perrysburg.

ProF. J. N. BAKER, a prominent educator, of
Wood county, now residing in Bowling Green,
was born near New Lisbon, Columbiana county,
Ohio, May g, 1843.

His father, Abraham Baker, was born in 1808,
in Adams county, Penn., and came to Ohio, with
his parents, when a little boy; his mother, who
was Miss Elizabeth Cope, before her marriage,
was a native of Harper's Ferry, Va, and
came to this State, with her parents, at the age
of eighteen months — both families settling in
the vicinity of New Lisbon. Poverty was no
obstacle in the eyes of lovers in those days,
and in 1830 our subject’s parents were mar-
ried, although they had nothing to live upon
but the young husband’s wages as a day laborer.
In 1850, they bought a farm of ten acres, which
they sold four years later, when they removed to
a farm in Section 31, Bloom township, Wood
county. Here they spent the remainder of their
days. They were Quakers in religion, with all
the sterling moral qualities of that sect. Mr.
Baker died May 27, 1888, aged eighty years; his
wife August 15, 1894, aged eighty-six years. Of
their six sons, five served in the Civil war, and
the other had a willing spirit, but failed to pass
the examination. Their two daughters married
men who volunteered and went to the front.
John C., the eldest son, enlisted in the 47th O.
V.1. He now resides at the old homestead.
Sarah A. married J. R. Slaughterback, of Han-
cock county, a private in Company E, 21st O. V.
I. Joshua C. was drafted, but was discharged
on account of physical disability; he now resides
in Hancock county. Elisha M., served in Co. D,
sth Mo. Cav. during the war, and now lives in
Auburn, Nebr. Jason C., a private in Co. E,
21st O. V. 1., under Gen. Sherman, was killed at
Vining Station, Ga., July 9, 1864. Isaac P.
served in Co. G, 21st O. V. L., and died in the
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hospital at Nashville, February 6, 1863, of pneu-
monia, caused by exposure during the battle of
Stone River. Mary C. married Frank Pattee, of
White Beach, Wisconsin.

Our subject was the sixth child in this patri-
otic family. He was about twelve years old
when his parents came to Wood county, and he
received his early education in the district schools
of Bloom township, and in the high school at
Findlay. Before completing his course, the war
broke out, and August 9, 1862, he enlisted in
Co. G, g99th O. V. 1., taking the rank of corp-
oral. He served under Buell, Rosecrans, and
Sherman, and took part in the battles of Perry-
ville, Ky., Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain,
Missionary Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Resaca,
Ringgold, Dalton, Dallas, and others of the At-
lanta campaign. He was wounded at Kenesaw
Mountain, June 21, 1864, and sent to Regimental
Headquarters, but returned to-duty in three
weeks. After the capture of Atlanta, his regi-
ment formed part of the force under Gen. Thomas,
sent against Hood, and took part in the two-
days’ struggle at Nashville, in which that cam-
paign ended. The ggth was then consolidated
with the soth Ohio, and transferred to the East,
and was engaged at the capture of Wilmington.
They re-joined Sherman at Goldsboro, and were
discharged from the U. S. service at Salisbury,
when the war closed, and finally mustered out at
Camp Denbison, Cincinnati, in June, 1865.

Returning to Findlay, Prof. Baker resumed
his studies, finishing the course in the Findlay
High School, in 1866. He has ever since been
engaged in educational work, teaching two years
inthe A Grammar Grade at Findlay; three years
as superintendent at Carey; two years at home,
where he bought a farm and spent his spare time
in cultivating it; nine years as superintendent at
Portage; three years as superintendent at North
Baltimore, and seven years in the A Grammar
school at Bowling Green. He then resigned, in-
tending to retire from professional work, but was
prevailed upon to take charge of the schools at
Tontogany, where he spent last year. He is now
resting. While attending school at Findlay, he
taught three winters’ terms in the country, mak-
ing, in all, thirty years of work. He married
Miss Lévina Shellabarger, one of his pupils at
Carey, who was born in that town, November 3,
1852. She has been a true helpmeet, sympa-
thizing heartily in all his plans, and has taught
with him in the schools of Portage, North Balti-
more, grammar grade, and Bowling Green, in
the A Primary grade. Prof. Baker has been a
member of the board of county examiners for four

years. He is a Republican in politics, and a
member of the G. A. R., Wiley Post, of which
he has been commander for two terms.

ROBERT STEWART DavipsoN. The David-
son family is of Scotch origin, and the subject of
this sketch, a prominent business man of Scotch
Ridge, Webster township, traces his genealogy
back to Robert Davidson, who was a farmer, born
in Linlithgow, Scotland.

His son, Robert Davidson (2), grandfather of
our subject, was also born in that country, and
was one of seven children. He came to America
in 1834, and settled at Perrysburg, Ohio. A few
months later, going to Pennsylvania and buying
a large tract of land. While on his journey
homeward he died, when four miles from Fre-
mont, on the Maumee and Western Reserve
Pike. His wife was a Miss Margaret Murdock,
also a native of Scotland. Nine children were
born to them: Robert, who is now a_ retired
farmer, living at Scotch Ridge; William; Jean-
nette; James; Walter, father of our subject;
Anna; Andrew; Thomas and Margaret.

Walter Davidson married Jane Stewart; both
were natives of Scotland, born in 1822. They
came to America in 1832, when children. Fora
time they lived in Perrysburg, Ohio, afterward
removing to Webster township. Their family
consisted of the following children: Robert
Stewart, subject of this sketch; Maggie, born in
1845, married Thomas Shanks, and lives in Web-
ster township; Mary, born in 1847; Sarah, born
in 1849, married Frank Stevens, of Webster
township; Andrew died when about two years
old; Thomas, living in Webster township; Mattie
is the wife of Charles Muir, of the same town-
ship. The father was county commissioner for
six or seven years. He died April 14, 1891,
aged sixty-nine years; his wife died some four
years previous.

Robert Stewart Davidson was born in Scotch
Ridge, Webster township, this county, April 1,
1843. He attended the district school, which in
those primitive days was held in a log school
house with rough slabs for benches, a puncheon
floor, and a slit in the side of the walls, covered
with greased paper, doing duty as a window.
When eighteen years old his patriotic impulses
were stirred by the call to arms, and he offered
his services to assist in putting down the Rebel-
lion, enlisting on October 22, 1861, in Company
H, 67th O. V. 1., his regiment being assigned
to the Eastern Division of the army. His term
of service expiring, he re-enlisted in February,
1864, and remained until the close of the war,
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being mustered out December 7, 1865. Mr.
Davidson took part in some of the most noted
engagements of the war, among them being the
battles of Winchester, Va.; two battles at Fort
Wagner, Chester Station, Va.; Bermuda Hun-
dred, two battles at Wier Bottom Church, Va.;
Petersburg and Appomattox. He was wounded
at Fort Wagner and Chester Station, and has the
record of a brave and faithful soldier, of which he
may well be proud.

Mr. Davidson was married August 14, 1872,
to Miss Alice Stevens, who was born January 28,
1850, in Monroeville, Huron Co., Ohio. Eight
children have blessed this union, namely: Jennie
May died when eighteen months old; Walter is
in business with his father; Maggie; Daisy; Bruce,
died when two years old; Frank, Arthur and
Laura. Mr. Davidson established a general mer-
chandise businessin Scotch Ridge, in 1872, being
at the outset in partnership with his father, under
the firm name of Davidson & Son, and which
style is’ still used, although the senior partner
died some years ago. Mr. Davidson erected the
large building which he now occupies, in 1883,
and has built up an extensive trade by his strict
attention to the details of his business, his well-
knownintegrity, and genial personality alsoattract-
ing to him many warm personal friends. He has
been greatly prospered during the twenty-three
years of his active business life, and is one of the
highly esteemed residents of the township. Mr.
Davidsonhasalwaystakenanactive part in politics,
in which he affiiliates with the Republican party.
He has been treasurer of Webster township for
twenty-four years, first being elected in 1869, and
serving for twelve years; after an interval of two
years he was again re-elected, and has held the
position ever since. He is the treasurer and a
stockholder in the Pemberville Creamery, and is
the treasurer of the United Presbyterian Church,
of which he is a member, and is now treasurer of
the Wood County Farmers’ Mutual Fire Associa-
tion, which has an assessable stock of $1,000,-
000.00, and is steadily increasing. He is also a
member of Wiley Post, G. A. R., at Bowling
Green, and is prominent in all public enterprises.
He owns a farm of sixty-two acres near Scotch
Ridge, on which he resides, where he has a de-
lightful home.

FrRANK W. DuNN, a well-known resident of
Bowling Green, was born on the east coast of
England December 18, 1841, and is the eldest in
the family of four children born to John F. and
Miriam (Wright) Dunn.

The mother and two of the daughters died in

“and was twice electe

1847, and a few years subsequently the father
emigrated to Canada, bringing with him his two
remaining children—the subject of this sketch and
his brother Robert. Members of the family on
thé paternal and maternal sides had previously
emigrated from the mother country, some of them
having settled in Canada, others in the United
States. For a time, Frank lived with his uncle
on a farm near Toronto, and afterward with an
old friend of his father. After a residence of about
two and a half yearsin Canada, the father and his
two sons came to Ohio, settling in Bloom town-
ship, this county, on a tract of land adjoining the
village of Eagleville, where some of his father’s
relatives were then living. The land purchased
was covered with heavy timber; the surrounding
country was new; money was a scarce commodity,
and a good ' deal of hard work was necessary to
make a comfortable home.

With a view of earning money to assist his
father in paying forard improving his land, our
subject went to Lorain county, in the spring of
each year, for several seasons, and worked on a
farm, during the summer months, returning to
Wood county in the fall. In September, 1862,
while employed on a farm in Lorain county, he
enlisted, for three years, in the Hoffman Battalion,
afterward merged into the 128th Regiment, O.
V. 1. He remained in the service until June,
1865, and was honorably discharged, by reason
of the termination of the war. In September,
1865, 'he went to Alpena, Mich., then a very small
village, aud spent the winter in the pineries north
of that place. Returning to Ohio in the spring
of 1866, he followed the pursuits of a farmer for
several years, in Perry township, Wood county,
assessor of the township,
at the second election receiving every vote cast in
the township. In the winter months, he usually
taught a term of district school, in either Bloom
or Perry township. In 1873 he came to Bowling
Green, and has resided here ever since, excepting
two years spent in western Kansas.

For several years Mr. Dunn was deputy sheriff
of Wood county, and at intervals has been em-
ployed in all the various offices of the county. In
1880, he was one of the United States census
enumerators, and was clerk of Center township,
for two years. While living in Kansas he was
elected and served as county recorder.

In the spring of 1888, our subject was married
to Miss Emma J. Loomis, the eldest daughter of
Daniel Loomis, of Bowling Green. She was
deputy clerk of courts, in Wood county, for sev-
eral years, and has the distinction of being the
first lady legally appointed to an office in the
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county, the late Judge Pillars making the appoint-
ment. Subsequently she filled the office of dep-
uty recorder of the county. Mr. Dunnis a mem-
ber of the firm of Robert & Frank W. Dunn,
abstracters of land titles, who have made a spe-
cialty of this work for more than twenty years.

GEORGE W. GAGHAN, auditor of Wood coun-
ty, and one of the most capable and popular
business men of Bowling Green, was born in
Whitehall, N. Y., May 3, 18350.

His parents, George and Mary (Finney)
Gaghan, were born in Ireland, the father in
1816, the mother two years later. They came
to America in 1849, settling in Whitehall, where
they lived some eight years, in 1857 removing to
Toledo, where they remained two years. In
1859 the family removed to Medina, Medina
Co., Ohio, where they also resided two years,
thence removing to West Millgrove, Wood
county, where, in 1865, they rented a farm near
Tontogany. Here they lived three years, at the
end of that time buying a farm in Milton town-
ship, where Mr. Gaghan died. Politically he
was a Democrat. An upright citizen, and an
energetic worker, he never spared his strength
when he set himself a task to accomplish. His
life was extended beyond the limit of three-score
and ten, his death occurring September 23, 1892.
His wife, and six sons and daughters survive him,
of whom our subject is the eldest; Catherine is
the wife of J. Dubbs, of Milton township; Mary
married Nate Corhell, of Jackson township;
James lives at the old home in Milton township;
Rosa married Wesley Sharp, of Hammansburg,
Wood county; Myrtle is the wife of Caleb Roe,
of Jackson township.

G. W. Gaghan acquired the rudiments of his
education in the common schools near his home,
and at about the age of fifteen came to Bowling
Green, to find or make for himself a place in the
business arena. For two years and a half he
clerked in the general store of C. F. Button,
and for four years with S. L. Boughton, in the
same line. Possessing in a marked degree those
innate qualities of character which win public
confidence, he had by this time gained a host of
friends, and on venturing to invest his savings in
a stock of dry goods, his enterprise found ready
support. He continued in business with a grow-
ing trade until late in the year 1887, when he was
burned out with a loss of $3,500, He then en-
gaged in the oil business, in which he continued
some two years. In 1888, he rebuilt the Gaghan
Block, which is a fine property. In 1889, he
was appointed postmaster of Bewling Green, re-

ceiving the appointment from Harrison without
solicitation on his part, and held the office nntil
January 1, 1894, when he gave it up, having
been elected to his present position the previ-
ous November. Since October 15, 1894, he has
ably discharged the duties of county auditor, to
which office he was re-elected in November,
1896. He did not come to this work an untried
and inexperienced official, having held many
minor offices in which the public had learned his
worth. As township clerk, and -for ten years
treasurer of Center township, and as a member
of the city council for twelve years, his integrity,
good judgment, energy and public spirit had
been fully proven. What Mr. Gaghan lacked in
collegiate training has been made up by close
observation and private study, the love for
which college life does not always develop. He
has always been a recognized leader in the local
ranks of the Republican party, for whose inter-
ests he has devoted both his time and means.
He has served on the County Central Com-
mittee, and is regarded as one of the party’s
best men in Wood county.

Mr. Gaghan was married, March 14, 1872,
to Miss Alice A. Pike, who was born in Bowling
Green in 1853, and they have two children, Byrdie
and Mabel. He is a member of the K. of P. and
Modern Woodmen of America.

JouN GaGHAN, who is one of the agricultur-
ists of Jackson townshlp, has lived an honorable
and upright life. His career, however, is un-
marked by events of thrilling experience, but is
that of a man who has faithfully performed his
duty. He was born in Wood county, January
15, 1868, of parents George and Mary (Finney)
Gaghan, who for a time resided at West Mill-
grove, then in Washington and Milton townships
respectively. In the latter our subject began his
education, acquiring a fair knowledge -of the
English branches. He was brought up as a
farmer's boy, and his training in that line of labor
was not meager. He early displayed an indus-
trious, energetic nature, and these qualities are
among his marked characteristics, and have been
important factors in his success.

Mr. Gaghan remained at home until twenty-
four years of age, and then removed to his par-
ents’ farm, comprising eighty acres of land which
was given him by his father. He was married in
Milton township, Thanksgiving day, 1892, and at
once took up his residence on his land where he
has since had a comfortable and pleasant home.
The work of improving the property has all been
accomplished by him, for it was an unbroken
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wilderness when it came into his possession. His
characteristic energy, however, has transformed
it into a fine farm, and Lc now has a valuable
and richly improved tract of land.

Mrs. Gaghan bore the maiden name of Sarah
Srohl. She was born in Ottawa county, Ohio,
in January, 1873. By her marriage she has be-
come the mother of one child, an interesting lit-
tle daughter, Myrtle, born July 20, 1894. The
parents are widely and favorably known in this
locality, and have many warm friends. In poli-
tics, Mr. Gaghan is a Democrat, unswerving in
his support of the principles of the party.

Danie W. HuUFFMAN, farmer and fruit
grower, Washington township, was born Septem-
ber 12, 1841, in Dauphin county, Penn., the
third son of John and Nancy Huffman.

Our subject’s boyhood was passed on his
father’s farm, which he assisted in clearing up,
while in the winter months he also attended the
district school. He wasseven years old when he
accompanied his parents from Pennsylvania to
Weston township, Wood county, and when he
attained his majority, he began to work for his
father on wages. In 1867 he bought his first
land, forty acres, and, when he had improved it to
a considerable extent, sold it and bought sixty
acres. On disposing of this last property, he
bought eighty acres in Washington township, and
has transformed it into a valuable farm, highly
improved. In 1872, he bought eighty acres ad-
joining, and now has a quarter section, all under
a high state of cultivation. Thereon he erected
a comfortable country residence, at a cost of
$2,000.00, and has built commodious barns and
other necessary out-buildings. . Inaddition to the
cultivation of grain he raises some fine varieties
of fruits, which find a ready sale on the market.
For the past ten years he has also engaged in
stock raising.

On May 2, 1864, Mr. Huffman _enlisted at
Tontr.gany, in Company B, 144th O. V. 1., under
Capt. Black and Col. Miller. The regxment
went to Columbus, Ohio, thence to Baltimore,
Md., participated in the battle of Monocacy,
July 9, 1864, and August 13 following, our sub-
ject was taken prisoner, by @ol. Mosby, while
he was guarding a wagon team ez route from
Harper’s Ferry to Winchester. It was the more
aggravating to Mr. Huffman, as on that very day
his.term of enlistment had expired, and he fully
‘expected he would be sent home as soon as the
wagon train should arrive in Winchester. After
capture, he and three fellow prisoners (two of
whom were John Phillips, of Tontogany, and

Hugh Stewart, also of Wood county ) were placed
on mules and started off, under guard, to join the
Rebel army at Culpeper, Va. At the end of
some forty-eight hours’ ride, however, Mr. Huff-
man succeeded in effecting his escape by hiding
in the bush, his guard being not over ten feet
from him when he made his .dash for liberty.
This was on a Monday morning, and the follow-
ing Saturday night he found himself within the
Union lines, near Alexandria. During the nights
he tramped along with great caution, in daytime
keeping close or resting himself, never once stop-
ping at any house for fear of capture, but living
on green apples and anything else he could find
in the woods. He suffered much {from hunger
and exposure, which resulted in an attack of
rheumatism. On September 14, 1864, he was
honorably discharged at Columbus, Ohio.

In 1866, Mr. Huffman was married to Carrie
Phillips, who was born April 27, 1844, a daughter
of John Phillips, of Washington township. They
had four children: Arthur, who died in infancy;
Alice, wife of Charles Bassett, of Weston town-
ship, by whom she has three sons—Wayne, Clyde
and Cecil; and Eva and Howard, both at home.
The family is one of considerable prominence in
the community, and the home is noted for its
hospitality. Mr. Huffman has been school di-
rector for a number of years,.and clerk of the
board. He was also supervisor for some years,
and is .now serving his fourth term as trustee.
He belongs to Walter A. Wood Post, G. A. R,
of Tontogany, and in politics is a Republican.
His possessions have been acquired entirely
through his own efforts, and his career demon-
strates what can be accomplished through earnest
labor.

NorTON REED, a prominent capitalist and
real-estate holder of Bowling Green, has been a
conspicuous factor in the growth and develop-
ment of the commercial interests of this region.
Coming to this county in 1865 with ample means,
his energy and financial ability soon made himan
acknowledged power. In the removal of the
county seat from Perrysburg, he gave noteworthy
evidence of those qualities which insure success
in the business world.

Mr. Reed is of Scotch descent, his grand-
father, Samuel Reed, having come from Scot-
land to America in the last century, locating in
Connecticut. His son, Samuel (2), our subject’s
father, was born in Hartford, in that State, in
1791, and in 1814 came to Ohio, settling first in
Erie county, but finally in Huron county, where
he died in 1865. He married Miss Hannah
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Brown, who died in Milan, Erie county, in 1884.
They had six children: Mary, the widow of the
late Volney Beverstock, of Milan, Ohio; Edwin,
a resident of Toledo, Ohio; Norton, our subject;
Helen Jane, the wife of Thomas J. Butman, of
Milan; Harriet, Mrs. Thomas Bradley, of Milan,
Ohio, and Samuel, who lives at Carthage,
Missouri.

Our subject first saw the light in Erie county,
Ohio, January 18, 1821, and received his early
education in the district schools there, and in
Huron county. He was married in 1845 to Miss
Ellen R. Wells, who was born September 4,
1823, in New York. Their three daughters are
all married: Julia, born October 14, 1848, is
the wife of W. C. Martin of Bowling Green and
the mother of four children—Martia, deceased,
Norton, Jo., and Frank. Helen W., born May
18, 1850, married George Wooster, of Bowling
Green, and has one daughter—Carrie. Luella
G., born September 6, 1851, married M. P.
Brewer, editor of the Sentinel/, of Bowling Green,
and has four children—Charles R., John, Harry,
and Dixie.

Mr. Reed followed farming as an occupation
for some time after his marriage, first in Ridge-
field township, Huron county, and then in Oxford
township, Erie county. Since 1865 he has had
his home in Bowling Green (with the exception
of two years spent in Fulton county), and his
fine brick residence is an ornament to the city.
Mr. Reed takes a philosophic view of life, and en-
joys the privileges which his wealth bestows.
He spends a portion of each year in travel, and
of the last nineteen winters, one has been spent
in California and the rest in Florida, where he
owns a large tract of wild land. His first vote
‘was cast for James K. Polk, and he has remained
a Democrat to the present time.

Joun S. MaHony. This gentleman, who
spent his early manhood in active labor, and
mainly in agricultural pursuits, is now living re-
tired in Fostoria, Ohio, but still owns some valu-
able 6il land in Montgomery township. A man
of great energy and more than ordinary business
capacity, his success has been largely due to his
own efforts and sound judgment, by which he
has been enabled to make wise investments and
take good advantage of his resources.

Mr. Mahony was born at Liverpool, Eng-
land, December 31, 1828, and is one of the four
children—two sons and two daughters—of
Thomas and Ellen Mahony. His father, who
was a successful grain merchant, died when our
subject was only four years old, leaving his fam-

ily in comfortable circumstances, and they con-
tinued to carry on the business. In the common
schools John S. Mahony received a fair educa-
tion, but at the age of thirteen years he formed
the acquaintance of a sea captain who took a
liking to him, and, despite the pleadings of his
mother, he shipped on the ‘‘ Mary Gray,” where
he was chore-boy. They sailed for Brazil, but
the voyage ended with a shipwreck on the Falk-
land Islands, while ex route for Valparaiso, Chili,
where they lived for a month on a desert island,
but were finally taken by a schooner to Port
Egmont, and later were taken on board a New
Zealand vessel, the *‘ Bolena,” which came to
that port for water. He and another boy ap-
pealed to the governor of the Falkland Islands
for passage home, but were refused. Finally,
however, by working his passage, he got back to
London, and then, after an eighteen-months’
absence, to his home in Liverpool, where he
found the family mourning for his supposed
death. Mr. Mahony then clerked in the Amer-
ican wholesale house in Liverpool of James Mc-
Henry & Co. until the hard times caused him to
lose his position, and then he went as a sailor to
New Orleans, whence he went to Havre, France,
and on that trip returned to New York with im-
migrants. For a time he sailed along the Atlantic
coast and to the West Indies, but, on January 26,
1849, he left New York for San Francisco, hav-
ing been taken with the gold fever, and arrived
there the following August. He became part
owner of a small boat engaged in rafting on San
Francisco bay, and remained in California until
June, 1854, engaged in rafting and mining. He
returned to New York by way of the Panama
route.

Before leaving the Golden State, Mr. Mahony
had been told, by a fellow-worker, of the ¢‘Black
Swamp” in Wood county, Ohio, where he pro-
ceeded after his arrival in New York, and pur-
chased 120 acres of partially improved land in
Sections 3 and 10, Montgomery township; but
before he located thereon he made a visit to his
mother in England, who died the following year.
Farming was entirely a new business to our sub-
ject, who, under many difficulties, secured a
knowledge of the business, and his first attempts
at plowing will never be forgotten. He also
made several runs on the lakes in the fall after
the farm work was done.

On February 21, 1855, in Montgomery town-
ship, Mr. Mahony was married to Miss Lorinda
F. McFerren, a native of Wood county, and a
daughter of Ezekiel and Hannah McFerren, and
they have become the parents of five children—
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Ellen A., now Mrs. R. C. Canfield, of Washing-
ton; Kate E., wife of E. D. Tandy, of Colorado;
Clara E., wife of Charles A. Whaley, of Wash-
ington; Mattie G., at home; and John F., a
hardware merchant of Fostoria, Ohio.

Resolving to aid his adopted country in her
struggle to preserve the Union, Mr. Mahony en-
listed in 1861, leaving his plow standing in the
field, and became a member of Company K, 21st
O. V. 1. He was in all the battles in which his
regiment participated until September, 1863,
when, after the battle of Chickamauga, Ga., he,
with his regiment, was taken prisoner, and for
seventeen months he was confined at Richmond,
and in other Confederate prisons. Was mustered
out May 15, 1865. He has never regained his
former health. From private he received one
promotion after another until after the battle of
Stone River, when he was given a commissioned
office, and later received a first lieutenant’s and
captain’s commission. He was mustered out
May 15, 1865, when his services were no longer
needed, and returned to his home with an honor-
able war record.

Until 1893 Mr. Mahony continued the culti-
vation and improvement of his excellent farm,
and then removed to Fostoria, where two years
later he built his elegant residence on West Fre-
mont street. He comes from a good English
family, and he has given to his children excellent
advantages. In religious belief he is a Congrega-
tionalist, while his estimable wife belongs to the
Presbyterian Church. He is a charter member
of Hamilton Post, G. A. R., of Bradner, Ohio, in
which he served as its first adjutant. He is a
stanch Republican, a firm believer in high pro-
tection, and is one of the most progressive and
enterprising men of the county, who has here se-
cured a comfortable competence and’ the regard
of all with whom he comes in contact.

W. M. TuLLER, M. D. Among the physi-
cians of Bowling Green none bears a higher po-
sition in the respect and esteem of the commu-
nity than does the subject of this sketch, who
well merits the confidence the public reposes in
him, and who has attained to success in his pro-
fessional career by his force of character and de-
votion to his work.

Dr. Tuller was born in Delaware county,
Ohio, July 7, 1848. On the paternal side he is
of Dutch descent, John Tuller, the original
American ancestor, having come from Holland
some two hundred years ago.. Roswell Tuller,
the grandfather of our subject, was born in 1794
in Connecticut, was a lifelong farmer, and died

in February, 1866, in Delaware county, Ohio.
He married Nancy Thompson, who was born in
1797 in New York State, and died in 1876. Ros-
well Tuller was a soldier in the war of 1812, in
which his father, also named Roswell, served as
captain.

Alvin Tuller, the Doctor's father, was a na-
tive of Delaware county, Ohio, born August 5,
1817, was married, and engaged in farming there
until after the birth of all his children, who were
five in number, viz.: Adelbert D., a farmer in
Wood county; Mary A., the widow of Isaac W.
Yoakam, who was killed in Franklin county; one
who died in infancy; W. M., and Milo A., living
in Wood county, Ohio. Mr. Tuller subsequently
removed to Franklin county, and in 1893 to Bowl-
ing Green, where the family still reside. His
wife, whose maiden name was Elvira Maynard,
was born in Franklin county October 30, 1819,
and was there married. Her parents, Stephen
and Mary (Philips) Maynard, were both natives
of Massachusetts, the father coming to Franklin
county, Ohio, when he was nineteen years old.
He was a farmer by occupation, and lived to be
eighty-three years old. The mother died at the
age of thirty-nine years. They had four chil-
dren—Matilda, Elvira, Darwin and Augustus.
The Maynard family is of English and Scotch
descent. :

Until sixteen years of age our subject re-
mained at home, attending the common school
and assisting his father on the farm. He then
entered Central College, in Franklin county,
Ohio, and after completing the course taught
school for six years, after which he began read-
ing medicine with Dr. H. Hendrickson, of Co-
lumbus, Ohio. He subsequently took a course
in the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Sur-
gery, from which he was graduated in 1876,
coming immediately thereafter to Bowling Green
and beginning the practice of his profession,
in which he has ever since been engaged. - When
Dr. Tuller first took up his residence in the place
the town was composed of small wooden build-
ings, and was primitive in all its surroundings.
He has been a witness of its growth and pros-
perity, and his practice has grown and prospered
with it. For the past eight years he has been
the physician and surgeon for both railroads
passing through Bowling Green—the Cincinnati,
Hamilton & Dayton and the Toledo & Ohio
Central. Of late years Dr. Tuller has confined
his practice more especially to consultation and
office business, in which he has a large clientage,
being known far and near as a man of deep learn-
ing and great skill. He is a member of the
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Northwestern Ohio Medical Association, the
American Medical Association, and also of the
National Association of Railroad Physicians and
Surgeons. Socially he affiliates with the Subor-
dinate Lodge and Encampment, I. O. O. F.,
with the K. O. T. M. and the Woodmen of the
World, and although prevented by his arduous
professional duties from attending as much as he
would like to, he is an enthusiastic supporter of
these fraternal organizations.

Financially Dr. Tuller has been very success-
ful. He was one of the number who drilled the
first gas well in this locality, and has ever since
been connected with the company as an organ-
izer, it proving a very profitable business. He is
a stockholder in the First National Bank at Dun-
kirk, Ind. In politics he is a Republican, has
held the offices of mayor and member of the city
council, and has also been one of the board of
city examiners of schools. In every relation of
life he has borne his part well, 'and he is one of
the representative men of the county.

On July 4, 1871, Dr. Tuller was married to
Josephine Mott, who was born July 24, 1846, at
Rockaway Beach, L. 1., daughter of Henry Mott,
who was a sea captain. Their union has been
blessed with five children: Willis Ray and Lillie
May, living, and Jessie, who died when five and
a half years of age; Bertha, who died when two
and a half years old, and one that died in in-
fancy.

CHARLES ]. SAGE. The subject of this sketch
was born in Washington county Va., April 11,
1836, and was one year old when his parents
moved to Erie county, Ohio, He attended the
common schools of his time, but his opportuni-
ties were limited and much inferior to those of the
present day. The death of our subject’s father,
when the former was a little over four years old,
lost to him a valuable friend. Fortunately he
had a good mother and older brothers—the lat-
ter, though young, seemed competent to dis-
charge the duties thus thrown upon them. When
our subject was eleven years old his widowed
mother and her family came to Wood county, and
located a short distance west of Prairie Depot,
where Charles attended school. In the summer
of his sixteenth year he left home and was em-
ployed as driver on the Wabash canal at a sal-
ary of $12 per month. The following summer
he again worked at that business and received
$15 per month. When eighteen years old he
began to learn the trade of a carpenter under his
eldest brother William, of Huron. He spent
some time with him and then went to Coldwater,

Mich., where he worked with his brother-in-law,
M. H. Parker.

In the summer of 1856 Mr. Sage went to
Chicago, where he worked awhile, and then re-
turned to Michigan, and Ohio, until 1859, when
a desire to go west possessed him, and he went
to Atchison, Kans., hired out as a teamster and
drove an ox-team of six yoke through to Salt
Lake City, Utah, from which place he went on
to Sacramento, Cal., which he reached after a
journey of four months. He hired out to a
rancher, and later worked at his trade. In the
spring of 1861 he went to Nevada, in the vicin-
ity of Virginia City, where new mines had been
discovered. Here he followed his trade and
bought a blacksmith shop in the mountains; not
being a blacksmith himself, he hired a smith,
and he did the wood work. This proved to be a
good business, and Mr. Sage stayed in the Far
West until the fall of 1865, when he returned to
Ohio and spent the winter of 1865-66, and in the
spring of the latter year returned to his business
in the mountains, which he subsequently sold
out, and went to work for the government at
Fort Churchill, Nev., as whee! wright, until the
fall of 1867, when he again went back to Ohio.

Mr. Sage was married in Perrysburg Novem-
ber 17, 1868, to Miss Marian C. Benjamin, of
Montgomery township,a native of Summit county,
Ohio, where she was born February 3, 1845.
Her parents were Aaron and Laura (Markham)
Benjaniin, the former of whom was born in New
York State and the latter in Massachusetts.
They were married in New York, and went to
Tuscarawas county, Ohio, losing their money on
the way, by robbery. Mr. Benjamin bought a
farm in Tuscarawas county, and from there moved
to Summit county, and, when Marian was nine
years old, they went to Scott township, San-
dusky county, and finally to Montgomery town-
ship, where Aaron died February 4, 1883, nearly
eighty-four years old. His wife died March 22,
1895, over eighty-seven. Their family consisted
of six.children: Nelson lives in Florida; Aaron
was a blacksmith and shoemaker by trade, but
followed farming much of his later life; and all
living but one.

At the time of our subject’s marriage his fi-
nances were reduced very low; but being a good
mechanic, he could always find something to do,
and eventually got a start. In 1872 he located
on the lot where he now lives, and where, in 1889,
he completed an elegant house, arranged after
his own ideas and under his personal direction.
To him and his wife two children have been
born, namely: Celia, an educated young lady,
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is a teacher in the Prairie Depot schools;
Charles B. is at home. Mr. Sage is a stanch
Republican, and has served four years as town-
ship clerk, six years as justice of the peace,
councilman for one term, and mayor of Prairie
Depot for one term. Mr. Sage is a well-known
mechanic of considerable skill, he has a comfort-
able home, an excellent family, and is highly re-
spected and one of Prairie Depot's best citizens.

J. C. EBerLY. The subject of this sketch is
a farmer of Portage township, and has the dis-
tinction of being the first white child born in that
locality, his birth taking place March 18, 1834.

Jacob Eberly, the father, was born in Hunt-
ingdon county, Penn., July 14, 1804, and moved
to Franklin county when but achild. He learned
the blacksmith’s trade, and when a young man
came to Northern Ohio and worked at his trade
in Upper Sandusky, Fremont and Toledo. He
was married in Waterville, Lucas county, to Miss
Elizabeth Cox, daughter of Benjamin Cox, who
was born September 20, 1806. Mr. Eberly be-
gan life as a poor boy, and early in the '30s he
came to Portage township and took up eighty
acres along the Portage river, in Section 6, which
was then in a wild state, the forests being full of
game, large and small. Mr. Eberly made a
clearing, in which he built a cabin 16x 20 feet,
and a blacksmith shop. It was strictly a pioneer
settlement, and the earliest in the township.
The farmers would come from a distance of eight
and ten miles to have work done for them, which
they would engage to be done for days ahead. In
this way he became well known by the farmers
for miles around. He was a Whig and later a
Republican, and served a longer term as treas-
urer of Portage township than any other incum-
bent of the office. He died October 31, 1804,
at the advanced age of ninety years, his wife fol-
lowing him to the better land November 17, of
the same year, and they both rest in the Portage
cemetery. They were the parentsof- the follow-
ing children: Jane, born October 6, 1828, died
August 14, 1830; John, born June 3, 1830, died
December 17, 1850; Mary, born June 2, 1832,
married Elisha Prescott, and died November 24,
1858; Martha, married Allen Hampton, and is
deceased; J. C., our subject; Matilda, born April
2, 1835, married John Johnson, of Toledo; Will-
iam, December 19, 1836, is a merchant of Bowl-
ing Green; Elliott, September 10, 1838, lives in
Center township; Harriet B., March 17, 1841,
became the wife of L. L. Dowd, of Norwalk,
Ohio; Benjamin C., January 11, 1843, is a resi-
dent of Bowling Green; Lucy, January 8. 1845,

married John Sargent, and later wedded Albert
Goumont. She is now deceased.

Mr. Eberly was a great hunter, and had but
one superior and he was ‘* Squire” McMahan, in
hunting deer in his section of the county. He
was compelled to give up his trade when forty
yeats old, and spent the remainder of his life
upon the farm. His death had been predicted
forty years before it occurred.

Our subject was reared as a farmer’s boy, and
attended the district schools in Portage town-
ship, and for one term he went to the graded
school at Waterville. He began to learn the
carpenter trade, but gave it up and returned
home where he remained until August 7, 1862,
when he enlisted at Portage in Company A, 100oth
O. V. L., under Capt. John A. Shannon. They
camped for a while at Toledo, and then went to
Covington, Ky., where our subject was con-
fined in the hospital for a time, and then rejoined
his regiment at Lexington. During an engage-
ment at Resaca he was struck by a fragment of
a shell, and was sent to the hospital at Chatta-
nooga, where he remained for several weeks.
After the fall of Atlanta, he went there and again
joined his regiment, with which he remained until
it reached Newbern, N. C., when he was taken
with typhoid fever and confined in the hospital at
that place, and later was removed to Fort Schuy-
ler, N, Y., where he recovered, and was finally
discharged from the service there.

Mr: Eberly returned to Portage after the war,
and went towork ona farm. December 2, 1866,
he was married to Miss Martha L. McFerren,
who was born in Montgomery township, March
21, 1842, and who was the daughter of Ezekiel
and Hannah (Lloyd) McFerren, both of whom
were born in New York. Mrs. Eberly was a
school teacher in her younger days. Our subject
located in Section 7,* on eighty acres of land
which was owned jointly by himself and his
brother William, and only a few acres of which
was cleared at that time. Our subject later
bought out his brother's interest, and became
sole owner. He now hasninety-five acres. Mr.
and Mrs. Eberly had two children, Grace, born
August 20, 1880, died November 20, 1883;
and Hazel, born November 3, 1883, now
living at home. Mr. Eberly is a stanch member
of the Republican party, and in former years was
one of Portage’s greatest workers in the cause.
He never held office, being in politics not from
selfish motives but to assist in the success of his
party. In 1894, he built a fine home where he
dispenses hospitality to all his friends, of whom
he has a large number. His wife is a member
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of the United Brethrel'x Church, and they con-
tribute freely to its support.

HiraM ADDISON CRAW is one of the early
pioneers of Wood county, and for many years one
of its prominent agriculturists. He is now, after
many years of active labor, spending the evening
of his life in quiet and ease at his home in Bowl-
ing Green. He was born in Fairfield, Franklin
Co., Vt., March 9, 1829.

His parents, John and Laura (Boardman)
Craw, the former of whom was born in Suffield,
Suffield Co., Conn., October 25, 1787, and the
latter in West Corinth, Orange Co., Vt., Novem-
ber 14, 1789, were married December 14, 1809,
in West Corinth, and lived in Fairfield, Frank-
lin Co., Vt. In the fall of 1835 they came to
Ohio, settling in Ridgefield township, Huron
county, where they bought a farm and lived until
1851, then removing to Wood county and locat-
ing in Plain township, four miles north of Bowl-
ing Green. The father died in that city July 7,
1883, the mother having passed away March 13,
1871, while living on the farm.
early in life was a member of the Methodist Epis-
copal. Church, but in February, 1858, with her
husband and one of her daughters, Almira Gre-
gory, and her husband and the subject of this
sketch and his wife, all fully believed and in-
dorsed the Seventh-Day Adventist faith, and com-
menced to observe the Sabbath of the Lord ac-
cording to the Scripture and Bible plan, and have
observed it ever since. But the organization of
the Church did not take place until October 6,
1861, at Battle Creek, Mich., by a conference, by
the vote of which it was recommended that the
Churches enter into organization, adopting the
following as a Church covenant: ‘‘We, the un-
dersigned, hereby associate ourselves together as
a Church, taking the name Seventh-Day Advent-
ists, covenanting to keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus Christ.” All of the
above-named family united with this body, and
are still connected with it, except the father of
the subject of this sketch. He was as firm a be-
liever in the truth and practice of it as any one
of the family to the day of his death, and felt as-
sured that he would have a part in the first resur-
rection at the second coming and appearing of
the Blessed Master. In accordance with the
views of this sect the Sabbath begins at sun-
down on Friday evening, an8 ends at the same
hour on Saturday evening. Mr. Craw, Sr., while
a religious man and an earnest Bible student and
believer in its doctrines, never united with any
Church. He was originally an old-line Whig,

The mother

July 21, 1851.

subsequently becoming a Republican, was a man
of much intelligence, and was highly esteemed by
all who knew him.

This worthy couple were the parents of six
children, of whom the following record is given:
Matilda, born October 14, 1810, married Addi-
son Fay January 19, 1832. They settled in
Fairfield township, Franklin Co., Vt.; in 1834
came to Ohio, and for a number of years lived
in Huron county, and in 1850 came to Plain
township, Wood county, adjoining Bowling Green,
where Mrs. Fay died October 27, 1864, and her
husband in 1892; Prudence D., born May 20,
1814, was married May 21, 1834, to Peter Hath-
away (they lived in Milan township, Huron
county, but after some years the county was
divided, and Milan and where Mr. Hathaway
lived on the Huron river became a part of Erie
county, and they continued to live there until he
died, when she sold out and moved to Adrian,
Mich.); Almira, born June 26, 1817,’was married
in Fairfield township, Franklin Co., Vt., Decem-
ber 29, 1834, to Levi S. Gregory, and they now
reside in Bowling Green; Horace B., born Oc-
tober 7, 1820, died in infancy; Boardman, born
June 29, 1826, also died in infancy; Hiram A.,
our subject.

The paternal grandfather of the latter was
Reuben Craw, one of the early settlers of New
England, who died in Vermont. His maternal
grandfather, Amos Boardman, was born in Eng-
land, November 17, 1764, and was married Feb-
ruary 4, 1789, to Prudence Chapman, who was
born March 3, 1768, in Corinth, Vt. They were
farmers, and lived in West Corinth, Orange Co.,
Vt., where he died July 31, 1854, and his wife
Their family comprised the fol-
lowing children: Laura, the mother of our sub-
ject, born November 14, 1789; Betsy, born Oc-
tober 16, 1792, died August 15, 1802; Erastus,
born August 3, 1795, died January 25, 1842;
Almira, born December 5§, 1797, died July g4,
1876; Edna, born December 10, 1799, died No-
vember 3, 1827; Direxa, born Septeinber 19, 1801,
died October 5, 1802; Electa, born March 17,
1803, died in West Corinth, Vt., in 1892; Hiram,
born October 3, 1805, died April 14, 1871;
Direxa (2), born March 20, 1808, died January
6, 1812; Hatsel, born January 2, 1811, died
April 13, 1851.

Hiram A. Craw lived in Huron county, Ohio,
where he attended school and assisted his father
upon the farm until the removal of the family in
1851 to Wood county. He was married June 2,
1853, to Miss Ann Hall, who was born in Olives-
burg, Richland Co., Ohio, June 19, 1833, and is
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the daughter of James and Jane (Ralstin) Hall.
Mrs. Craw's grandfather Hall was a hatter by
trade, and on one of his expeditions after furs it
is presumed he was killed by the Indians, as he
never returned. After his death the mother
bound out her two children, of whom one was the
father of Mrs. Craw, to families in Pennsylvania.
The people who took the sister moved away from
the State, and the two were separated for the re-
mainder of their lives. Mrs. Craw's father was
married in Pennsylvania and came to Ohio, set-
tling first in Richland county, afterward living in
Hancock county, two and one-half miles north of
Findlay, and finally, in the fall of 1843, taking
up his residence in Wood county. He was a
wheelwright by trade, but later in life turned his
attention to farming. He died in Bowling Green,
February 3, 1883, when about eighty years of
age. His wife died in Plain township, in 1863.
Their family consisted of four children, namely:
Olivia, who was married December 12, 1850, to
F. E. Meagley, and lives in Middleton township,
Wood county; John R. was married April 26,
1853, to L. R. Gregory, and lives in Bowling
Green; Ann, wife of our subject, and her twin
sister, Jane, the latter of whom died at Findlay
when seven years old; Juliett, born July 9. 1836,
was married August 16, 1851, to John T. Sweet
(deceased), and lives in Bowling Green.

Our subject first settled on a farm in Plain
township, where he owned 120 acres of land.
This he cleared up and improved, adding to it at
various times until he had three hundred acres in
one tract. Here he carried on general farming
until his removal, on Thanksgiving day, 1882, to |
Bowling Green. He still owns 160 acres of this
land, which he rents out, and is also the owner
of four city lots. When Mr. Craw first settled
in this county everything was in a primitive state,
and he has been a witness of, and an important
factor in, its growth and development. Among
his early recollections are- those of the school he
attended in his boyhood days, which was in an
old log school house in the Webb settlement,’
Ridgefield township, Huron county. He still has
in his possession, and in a good state of preserva-
tion, the old Elementary Speller and English
Reader, which were the text books in those days,
the latter of which was given to him April 3,
1836. These antiquated volumes, with their
coarse paper and coarse wood cuts, are a real
curiosity in these days of handsome printing and
illustrations.

When Mr. and Mrs. Craw returned from their
wedding tour in Huron county, Ohio, all he had

was fifty cents in cash; but, as they both say, they

were willing to work. The following children
have blessed their union: Laura Jane, born Feb-
ruary 2§, 1854, died March 15, 1861; Prudence
D., born October 4, 1855, married Herbert L.
Denman, and has one child, Blanche; John B.,
born May 1, 1857, married Miss Ada Boardman,
and lives on his father's farm (they have four
children, Lorin, Iva, Howard and Cressa); George
S.. born May 23, 1860, married Anna Loomis,
and has one child, Roland; Hiram O., born Feb-
ruary 3, 1862, died January 6, 1885; Ira Lemon,
born December 1, 1863, married Mazie Whet-
stone, and has two children, Eva and Hazel A.;
and two younger children who died in infancy.
Our subject and his wife have been members of the
Adventist Church for some thirty-eight years, and
have taken an active part in Church work. He
is’ a man of high moral character, and holds an
honored place in the community. Mr. Craw has
been a leader in local affairs, and has held some
responsible offices. He was supervisor of his
township for six years, was constable for two years,
and assistant postmaster at Lovett's Grove for
fifteen years, afterward being appointed postmas-
ter and serving two years, when the post office
was discontinued. Progressive in his ideas, he
saw at an early day the advantage of draining the
soil, and has used tiling on his farm for a number
of years.

The great-aunt of Mr. Craw, Jemima Mitch-
ell, had fourteen children, and each of these had
fourteen (making one hundred and ninety-six
grandchildren), who, with their children, brought
the number of her immediate descendants to two
hundred and twenty-six.

RoBERT S. PARkER. If history teaches by
example, the lessons inculcated by biography
must be still more impressive. We see exhibited
in the varieties' of human character, under differ-
ent circumstances, something to instruct us in
our duty, and to encourage our efforts, under
every emergency. As an illustration of the
results of youthful enterprise and earnest effort,
the life of this prominent attorney and successful
man of Bowling Green cannot fail to be of in-
terest, especially to the ambitious young man
still struggling on the lower rounds of the ladder.

The Parker family, to which the subject of
this sketch belongs, is of English origin. In the
history of Westford, Massachusetts, by Rev.
Edward R. Hodgman, A. M.; Cutler’s History of
Jaffrey, New Hampshire; the Genealogy of John
Parker, of Lexington, and his descendants, by
Theodore Parker, and other authorities, his an-
cestors may be traced by clear and unbroken
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records as far back as 1470, and by less perfect
records to a much earlier date. In these records
we find many divines, the most notable being
Matthew Parker, seventy-first Archbishop of
Canterbury and Primate of all England (1559
1575). The Thirty-nine Articles were passed by
convocation under his presidency in 1562. There
were also many lawyers in the family in England,
and it is a somewhat curious and striking fact
that among the lawyers were several bearing the
name of Robert.

Mr. Parker is thoroughly American and demo-
cratic in his tastes and sentiments, and therefore
lays no store by the titles, knightings, coats of
arms and the like which are noted in these
records; but he respects and reveres his ancestors
because they proved themselves God-fearing,
law-abiding, self-respecting and honorable men
and women—having the solid virtues of the sub-
stantial yeomanry of the country. He is especially
and pardonably proud of the honorable record
made by his family as patriots in the Revolu-
tionary war. Of this family was Jonas Parker,
a typical ‘‘minute man,” who, after being
wounded at the battle of Lexington, disdained to
retreat from the ¢* Red-coats,” though cautioned
to fall back by his commanding officer, but kept
his ground, and was bayonetted by the British
soldiers; he being the first Revolutionary soldier
thus slain. In the celebrated painting, ‘‘The
Battle of Lexington,’ which hangs in the Lexing-
ton town hall, he appears as the central figure.
Of him Edward Everett said: *‘* History, Roman
History, does not furnish an example of bravery
that outshines that of Jonas Parker.” His is one
of the names of the eight martyrs for American
independence cut in the granite monument erect-
ed on the Common or Green at Lexington by a
grateful people to their memory.

Capt. John Parker, also of Lexington, who
was in command of the ‘‘minute men” on that
occasion, and who fired the first shot that
was fired at the British soldiers, was a full
cousin of said Jonas Parker; and there were in
the company, and in the fight, Corp. Ebenezer
Parker, nephew of Jonas; and Thaddeus Parker,
a brother of the Captain. Later in the day, on
the march to Concord to intercept the British,
Capt. Parker's company was reinforced by troops
from Woburn, with which were two of his
nephews—Edmund and Josiah Parker; and from
Reading came seventeen more who bore the
name of Parker, under the command of Capt.
Brooke, and they also took part in the hot fire
which was poured in upon the enemy's column
during the remainder of that eventful day.

In the rosters of the Continental troops en-
listed in Middlesex county, Mass., in the
Revolutionary war, are found a great many
Parkers who served as officers and privates, more
of that name than any other, unless the Fletchers
and Proctors may equal them in number. These
three families were related by many inter-
marriages; representatives of all these families
removed to Windsor county, Vt., soon after
the close of the Revolutionary war, and their
descendants are quite numerous in that State at
the present time, as well as in Middlesex county,
Massachusetts. ,

Theodore Parker, the famous Unitarian di-
vine, was of the same family. In the war of
1812, and in the war of the Rebellion, this fam-
ily displayed the same spirit of patriotism as in
the Revolutionary war.

At the time of the war of the Rebellion the.
subject of this sketch and his only brother were
mere boys, too young to enter the military serv-
ice, but his half-brother, Edwin, enlisted at an
early period of the war, and served until near its
close, when his left leg was shattered by a shot,
and he was compelled to retire from the service.
Three of his half-brothers, of the family name of
Robinson (his mother’s children by her first hus-
band), were also in the Union army. When Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, was threatened by Morgan’s raid,
and volunteers were called for, Abel F. Parker,
the father of Robert S., though verging on three-
score-and-ten, enlisted to. assist in the defense of
that city, and his children keep and prize the
«*Squirrel Hunter’s Discharge,” which he re-
ceived at the termination of that service.

The first ancestor of Mr. Parker in America
was Abraham Parker, who was born in Marlbor-
ough, Wiltshire, England, in 1612. The exact
date of his coming to America is not known, but
it was about 1634. He first settled in the town
of Woburn, Middlesex Co., Mass., where he
married Rose Whitlock in 1644. He removed
to the town of Clemsford, same county, upon its
incorporation in 1653. His son Moses was born
in Clemsford about the year 1657; he married
Abigail Hildreth, daughter of Richard Hildreth,
and removed to Westford, same county, where
his son Aaron was born in 1689. Samuel, sec-
ond child of Aaron, was bornin 1717; he was
married in 1739 to Sarah Fletcher, daughter of
Deacon Joshua Fletcher.

Leonard, the fifth child of Samuel, was born
at Westford in 1745; he married Mary Foster in
1768. Early in this century he removed with
most of his family to the Holland Land Pur-
chase, in the vicinity of Arcade, Wyoming Co.,
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N. Y., and the large tracts of land which they
there took up and improved are still owned and
occupied by some of his descendants. His son
Abel was born in Westford in 1773, was married
to Catherine Edgar, and removed with her to
Cavendish, Vt., where in the year 1800 their
eldest child, Abel Foster Parker, the father of
the subject of this sketch, was born.

About 1818 Abel Parker also removed with
his family to the vicinity of Arcade, N. Y., at
which place Abel Foster was married, in the year
1824, to Maria Strong. The children of this mar-
riage were Edwin (mentioned above), who died
at Findlay in 1883; Julia Ann, unmarried, residing
at Findlay, Ohio; Lucy, married to John Martin,
and residing at Lima, Ohio; and Albert, who died
in infancy. In 1836 Abel F. Parker removed
with his family to Findlay (then called Fort Find-
lay), Hancock Co., Ohio, where he spent sub-
stantially all the remainder of his lifetime, and
where he died in 1881. His wife Maria died in
the year 1849, and in 1852 Mr. Parker married
Mrs. Sallie Ann (Gail) Robinson, who was born
in Wyoming county, N. Y. She was a daughter
of Rev. Samuel Gail, a pioneer of western
New York, many of whose descendants are liv-
ing in Erie county, N. Y., where he died. The
children of this union are Frederick Foster, a
business man of Conneaut, Ohio; Robert S.; and
Dora Alice (unmarried ), who lives at Findlay,
Ohio. By her marriage with Mr. Robinson, her
first husband, Mrs. Parker had seven children,
all but one of whom are still living, namely,
Samuel G., a farmer in Hancock county, Ohio;
Benjamin Oscar, a farmer and manufacturer of
brick and tile in Putnam county, Ohio; John
Edgar, formerly a locomotive engineer, and now
employed at the Hamilton County (Ohio) Court
House; Henry Harrison, a market gardener, of
Findlay, Ohio; William Franklin, a locomotive
engineer of Bellaire, Ohio; Mrs. Eleanor Wood-
ruff, of Findlay, Ohio; and Elizabeth, who died
in infancy. Mrs. Sallie Ann Parker died at Find-
lay, Ohio, in 1864.

While a resident of New York, Abel F. Parker
was agent for the Wadsworths and other owners
of the Holland Land Purchase; upon his removal
to Findlay, Ohio, he was for a time principal of
the Findlay schools, but, applying himself to
the study of law, he was soon thereafter ad-
mitted to the bar, and, until his health gave way,
devoted most of the remainder of his life to the
practice of that profession in Hancock and ad-
joining counties. He ranked with the leading
members of the bar in that part of the State, in
his day. He was a public-spirited man, taking a

prominent part in politics, and in all enterprises
that tended to promote the interests of the peo-
ple of his section. In political sentiment he was
originally a Democrat, and held high rank in the
councils of his party; served as postmaster under
President Pierce, and for three terms held the
office of prosecuting attorney of Hancock county,
Ohio. In 1860 he severed his connection with
the Democratic party, and supported Abraham
Lincoln for the Presidency, and thereafter ar-
dently and loyally championed the principles of
the Republican party. He was a gentleman of
the old school, courtly and deferential in his man-
ner, faithful in his friendships, and universally
esteemed for his personal worth and integrity.
He was a charter member of the Masonic Lodge
at Findlay, and a member of the I. O. O. F.
He was a great reader of good books, also a close
observer of events, and consequently was pos-
sessed of extensive general information, which,
united with a cheerful and vivacious disposition,
fluency of speech and forcible style of discourse,
enlivened by wit and humor, made him an enter-
taining and instructive companion.

Robert S. Parker, whose name introduces this
biography, was born March 8, 1855, in Findlay,
Ohio, where he attended the public school until
he was twelve years old. In early youth he
learned the cigar-maker’s trade, which he fol-
lowed seven years, during part of which time he
also attended school, and when not attending
school-he pursued his studies at home. In 1874
he commenced the study of law in Findlay with
Shaffer Brothers, with whom he continued one
year, and the following year read law under his
father, meanwhile supporting himself by working
at his trade, his father and sister reading to him
while he made cigars. The mother having died,
our subject and his father kept ‘¢ bachelor’s hall,”
the son doing the cooking and other housework.
In April, 1876, just after attaining his majority,
Mr. Parker was admitted to the bar, and im-
mediately thereafter opened an office in North
Baltimore, Ohio, where he remained several
months, practicing in partnership with William
H. Anderson. In September of the same year he
came to Bowling Green, where he has ever since
been engaged in the active duties of his profes-
sion. The first year he practiced alone, and then
became associated with Col. John A. Shannon,
under the firm name of Shannon & Parker, this
connection lasting for about two years, when it
was dissolved. Mr. Parker practiced alone from
that time until 1890, when he and R. B. Moore
established the firm of Parker & Moore, which
continued some five years, since the end of which
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time Mr. Parker has practiced with E. M. Fries,
under the style of Parker & Fries.

Our subject has been eminently successful in
his profession, and holds a leading rank among
the lawyers of Wood county and vicinity. Dur-
ing his twenty years of active professional life he
has never missed a term of court in Wood county,
and has a large and lucrative practice, principally
in the northwestern counties of the State. For
two terms he served as prosecuting attorney of
Wood county, and he was nominated by the Re-
publican party for judge of the Court of Common
Pleas, but shared the fate of others of his polit-
ical faith in the ** Foraker landslide;” in three of
the four counties of the judicial district, how-
eyer, he ran ahead of his ticket. In the fall of
1894 he was indorsed by the Wood county dele-
gation for representative in Congress, but was
defeated in the convention by James H. South-
ard, of Toledo, at present representing that Dis-
trict in Congress.

On May 1, 1879, Mr. Parker was married to
Miss Susan Thomas, who was born November 5,
1859, in Bowling Green, Ohio, daughter of
George H. Thomas, who was a native of New
York State. He was a carpenter by trade, but
in his later years was proprietor of the **Thomas
House ” (now the ‘‘Russell House” ), and was
widely known in Wood county; he died in 1890;
Mrs. Thomas is still living. Mrs. Parker had
two sisters: Emma, deceased wife of William H.
Rudulph (also deceased ), and Flora, widow of
Edward Fryberger, of Bowling Green. Two
children came to Mr. and Mrs. Parker: Edward
Foster, born January 31, 1880, and Julia Alice,
born June 8, 1887. In religious connection the
family are Presbyterians. Mr. Parker is a mem-
ber of the I. O. O. F., being connected with
Centennial Lodge No. 626; also of .Green En-
campment, Bowling Green, and is Colonel of the
4th Regiment, Department of Ohio, of the Pa-
triarchs Militant. He is a director of the First
National Bank of Bowling Green. Highly popu-
lar, and held in much esteem by his neighbors
and fellow-citizens, he occupies an enviable social
as well as professional position.

JoNnaTHAN W. MYERS, who was called from
earth September 21, 1892, is remembered by the
people of Wood county as one of its most worthy
and useful citizens. His birthoccurred in Trum-
bull county, Ohio, December 11, 1810, a son of
John and Rachel (Wolfecale) Myers, the former
born August 8, 1783, and the latter October 28,
1787. The names and dates of birth of the
brothers and sisters of oursubjc t are as follows:

Mary Ann, March 30, 1809; Robert C., October
30, 1812; John, October 2, 1814; Reason, Sep-
tember 16, 1816; Pleasant, December 21, 1819;
Elizabeth, February 25, 1822; Jacob B., Septem-
ber 2, 1824; Rachel M., May 2, 1827; Agnes ].,
August 3, 1829; Margaret, May 11, 1833; Robert
C.,died November 9, 1834, John, July 12, 1842,
and Rachel M., October 11, 1844.

On April 3, 1834, Mr. Myers, of this review,
led to the marriage altar Charlotte Hull, who
was born February 5, 1812, and they became the
parents of four children, namely: Henry B., born
January 7, 1835, making his home in St. Louis,
Mo.; Mary Ann, born September 24, 1836, is the
wife of G. M. Barnd, of Bloomdale; Caroline,
born November 27, 1838, is the wife of Benson
Clayton, of Van Buren, Hancock Co., Ohio; and
John A., born January 5, 1847, makes his home
in Hancock county. The mother of this family
died in 1849, and was buried in Hancock county.

In Bloom township, on December 30, 1849,
was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Myers and
Miss Elmira Robbins, a daughter of Daniel and
Rhoda (McCarty) Robbins, and a native of
Franklin county, Ohio, born October 23, 1827.
To this union three children were born—Rachel
L., who died in infancy; Ella E., widow of L.. D.
Hatfield, of Bloomdale; and Jonathan E., of
Campbell county, Tennessee.

Daniel Robbins, the father of Mrs. Myers,
was one of the first settlers of Bloom township,
Wood county, locating near Bloomdale, when it
was still a wilderness. He was born September
5, 1795, in Fishing Creek township, Columbia
Co., Penn., and was a son of Thomas, and a
grandson of William Robbins, a resident of New
Jersey. Thomas Robbins lived and died in Fish-
ing Creek township, and by his marriage with
Elizabeth Kline, became the father of nine chil-
dren—William, Abralram, Thomas, Daniel,
John, Mathias, Isaac, Charity and Mercy. In
eastern Pennsylvania, the parents of Mrs. Myers
were married, and the mother, who was born
October 17, 1802, was a daughter of John and
Sarah (Thomas) McCarty, the former born No-
vember 8, 1773, and the latter in May, 1776.
In their family were the following children—
Mary, Rhoda, Margaret, Pheebe, James, Martha,
Samuel, Sarah, and Elida. After his marriage
Daniel Robbins lived in eastern Pennsylvania
until 1825, when he removed to Franklin county,
Ohio, but in October, 1833, came to Wood
county, locating on what is now the northeast
corner of Main and Vine streets, but was then an
unbroken forest. His was the third family to
find a home in Bloom township, and their first
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dwelling was a rude log shanty with a blanket
hung up for a door. There they lived for six
weeks when a morte substantial log house was
erected. Mr. Robbins died January 7, '1879.
His wife had passed away in the fall of 1874,
and they now sleep side by side in the cemetery
at Fostoria. In 1834 Mr. Robbins and wife as-
sisted in forming a Religious Society at the
Vicker’'s home, and taught singing at private
houses. Mr. Robbins held the office of justice
of the peace for several years. He was formerly
a stanch Whig, but on the organization of the
Republican party he joined its ranks. In the
family were seven children—Ellinda, born in
Columbia county, Penn., married Joseph Urie,
and died in Bloomdale in 1892; Jackson died in
the same city, July 27, 1892; Elmira is next
in order of birth; Rhoda A. married John
Bolan, and died in Indiana; Margaret is the wife
of G. W. Locke, of South Bend, Ind.; Russell
B. died in Iowa; and Minerva is now Mrs. Peter
Bussey, of Fostoria, Ohio.

In the fall of 1844, Mr. Myers located in
Bloom township, and his first purchase made him
the owner of 160 acres, now comprised within the
corporate limits of Bloomdale. To that tract he
later added 100 acres, all of which was an un-
broken forest, but he cleared his land, making it
one of the best farms of the county. He wasen-
tirely self-made, having started out in life at the
tender age of ten years, and assisted his widowed
mother in paying for the home place. By good
management and close attention to the details of
his business, he left at his death a good property,
and Mrs. Myers still resides on the home farm.
For forty years she has been a faithful member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which her
husband also belonged. He now rests in the
cemetery at Fostoria, and an acquaintance of
forty years thus writes of him: ‘* He was indus-
trious, always busy—not a lazy drop of blood
coursed in his veins. He was honest. This was
one of his peculiar traits of character. Hedeigned
to stoop to nothing groveling or low. He was
generous, as the unfortunate always found in time
of need.”

Jackson Robbins (a brother of Mrs. Elmira
Myers) was born in Franklin county, Ohio, March
17, 1826, and was but a small boy when his par-
ents removed to Wood county where he grew to
manhood, and November 9, 1848, was married to
Miss Mary A. Beam. To this marriage were born
eight children, namely: Emma, Jacob, William,
Mary, Richard, Clement, and two who died in
infancy.

Mr. Robbins owned forty acres of land in this

county, on which he erected a dwelling, but soon
after the Civil war sold the place to W. H. Red-
fern (now deceased) and purchased eighty acres
north of Findlay, Ohio, where his wife died June
18, 1884, and on July 9, 1887, he was married to
Clara May, and to them was born a daughter.
During the Findlay boom Mr. Robbins sold his
farm to some capitalists of that place for a géodly
sum, and moved to Bloomdale, where he purchasd
a home, which was within several hundred feet of
the place where his first days in Wood county
were passed, under a shanty made by driving
some forks into the ground, the covering of which
consisted of bark and blankets. His death oc-
curred July 27, 1892. His pastor, Jason Young,
officiated at his funeral. His remains rest in the
cemetery at Findlay. He was greatly endeared
to his sister (who wrote this brief sketch) and to
all who knew him. He wasa good citizen and an
excellent neighbor. He was a Methodist, and in
politics an unwavering Democrat.

CAPTAIN OMAR P. NoRRIs, a leading agricult-
urist of Perry township, with residence near ‘¢ Nor-
ris ” Station, T. & O. C. R. R., post office Long-
ley, was born in Wayne county, Ohio, Novem-
ber 18, 1838, and comes of English and Scotch
ancestry.

Hon. John Norris, father of our subject, was
born April 22, 1813, in Fort ¢ Findlay,” Wayne
county, Ohio, and became one of the most prom-
inent and influential citizens of Perry township,
Wood county. Amos Norris, his father (grand-
father of our subject), was born October 16,
1779, in Huntingdon county, Penn., and was
married to Mary Shaver, of the same nativity,
born February 16, 1788, of English descent, a
daughter of Maj. John Shaver, who served in
that rank during the war of the Revolution.
Amos Norris and his wife moved from their na-
tive county to Ohio in 1802, making their home
iu Wayne county until 1814, when they removed
to Ashland county, being the first white settlers
in the neighborhood, at which time the Indians
were troublesome, some of them, after Hull's sur-
render, murdering three families in Wayne county,
so that the pioneers had to build a fort in which
they and their families could take refuge. This fort
was named *‘Findlay,” and in it was born Hon.
John Norris.  Amos Norris and his wife both died
in Orange township, Ashland county, he at the age
of sixty-five, and she, when seventy-six years old.
He assisted in the organization of that township,
and was one of the rugged old pioneers well
adapted by nature for the work of pioneer days. A
brief record of their family of five sons and three
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daughters is as follows: John (deceased) was
the eldest; Vachel was drowned at the age of
twenty-one, near Orange, Ohio; Nancy married
Marsham Bowman, and died in Ashland county,
Ohio; Temperance wedded W. J. Rigby, of Fos-
toria, Ohio; William, a farmer, died in Orange,
Ohio; Amos was a lawyer and State Senator of
Minnesota sometime in the ¢ fifties,” and after-
ward in the ‘‘seventies " judge of courts in Flor-
ida, whither he had gone for the benefit of his
health, and died there; Andrew, who was a Doc-
tor, died in Farmer City, Ill.; Sarah, the young-
est of the family, was twice married, and died in
Ashland county, Ohio.

Hon. John Norris was reared in Wayne county,
Ohio, attending school ‘‘off and on " in what is
now Orange township, Ashland county, until he
was fourteen years of age. Having accidentally
cut his foot, so badly that he was unable to move
about, he took that opportunity to learn the trade
of a shoemaker, which he picked up so readily,
and was so industrious at, that he madea pair of
shoes the first day he worked. After he learned
his trade he taught several terms of school, dur-
ing the winter months only, receivingfor his serv-
ices eight dollars per month, meanwhile ‘‘board-
ing round " at the homes of his scholars. With
this exception, he remained under the parental
roof until his marriage, March 19, 1834, in®@Wayne
county, Ohio, to Miss Rebecca Cuthbertson, who
was born May 28, 1815, in Washington county,
Penn., a daughter of Thomas and Margaret
(Brownlee) Cuthbertson, both natives of Scot-
land, the mother born in Glasgow, the father a
stocking weaver by trade. After marriage the
young couple commenced house-keeping in
Orange, Ashland county, Ohio, but soon after-
ward they took charge of his mother-in-law’s farm
in Wayne county, and continued thereon until

1843, in the fall of which year they came to-

Wood county, settling on 160 acres of unim-
proved land in Perry township, no clearing
having been done until after they moved on
the place. Mr. Norris had previously visited the
locality, and built a common log cabin on the
premises, which originally comprised 240 acres.
In 1845 he sold eighty acres, with the proceeds of
which he paid off some of the indebtedness he
had incurred in the purchase. In April, 1880,
retiring from the labors of the farm, and also on
account of the burning of his home in Perry
township, he moved to Fostoria, and here passed
his declining years. The family bornto John and
Rebecca Norris were as follows: Omar, who
died in infancy, in Wayne county, Ohio; Thomas
C., who entered the service as captain of Com-
a2

pany B, 111th Regimnent, O. V. 1., was promoted
to major and commissioned lieutenant-colonel,
mustered out with the regiment as major, and died
in Fostoria, Ohie, in 1867, from injuries received
in 1865, near Salisbury, N. C., in jumping from a
flat-car that was off the rails, in a train carrying
the regiment of which he was then in command;
Amos was killed by the premature discharge of a
cannon while celebrating July 4, 1863, at West
Millgrove, Ohio; Omar P., the subject proper of

.this sketch; Mary, married to W. H. Kiger, of

Prairie Depot (P. O.), or Freeport, Wood county;
William B., who was a fine scholar in his younger
days, and died at the age of forty-two; James H.,
who served in Company H, 49th O. V. 1., was
promoted three times for bravery—twice in the
company, and promoted to sergeant while in the
signal corps, which he voluntarily left to please
his captain—and was killed in the battle of
Pickett’s Mills, or Dallas, Ga., May 27, 1864,
while leading his company as sergeant; Jane, who
married Capt. Thomas H. Chance, of Fostoria;
Fanny, married to Andrew G. Yates, of Perry
township; Annie, wife of C. H. Stewart, of
Fostoria; Emma, who was the wife of Dr. J. C.
Lincoln, and died at Bowling Green; John H.,
a prominent physician of Fostoria; and Frank
M., a farmer of Perry township.

The mother of this family was a daughter of
Scotch parents who were born and reared in the
land of Wallace, Bruce and Burns, coming to
this country at an early day. After a wedded
life of half a century she passed from earth March
17, 1884, at Fostoria, Ohio, aged sixty-nine
years, and was buried on the anniversary of her
wedding. She and her husband joined the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, at their marriage, and
remained consistent members of the same. She
died in the triumph of a living faith in Christ,
her Redeemer. She wanted and took Him for
her all-in-all, in Time and Eternity. She was a
very conscientious woman, and when her sons
enlisted to go to the war, she stood up in a large
audience and exclaimed: **Boys! It .almost
breaks my heart to see you go; but do your duty.
Your country demands your help; be brave, and
die with your face to the foe, and be men.”” She
and her husband commenced in the woods twice
during their married life—once in Wayne county,
where they cleared up heavily-timbered land,
some fifty-seven acres, then after ten years
moved to Wood county, and here also cleared up
heavily-timbered land, about 200 acres.

In 1885 Hon. John Norris married his second
wife, Lydia A. Crum, of Columbiana county,

! Ohio, who survives him, living in a fine home he
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deeded her. Here he passed the declining years
of his life, dying May 23, 1896, of blood poison-
ing, aged eighty-three years and one month, a
useful member of society all his life. * In his po-
litical preferences he was originally a Whig, later
a Republican, and was one of the stanchest sup-
porters of the party in Wood county. In 1843 he
was appointed township clerk, to fill the vacancy
caused by the death of U. M. Corey; was then
elected to the same office two terms; then as
treasurer two consecutive terms; then as trustee
two terms; then as justice of the peace two terms
of three years each; then as assessor three terms.
In 1872, when the county was for the first time
entitled to a representative the people selected
Mr. Norris to represent the county in the Sixtieth
General Assembly, as a Republican. - This was
the first of the three-years’ fight between Bowling
Green and Perrysburg, as to which should be the
county seat, Bowling Green in the end winning
the prize. He was renominated for a second
term as representative, but was defeated at the
polls, on account of the county-seat fight; but he
did uot sour, or leave the party, or its principles.
In religious faith he was for over sixty years a
member of the M. E. Church, toward which he
contributed liberally, and held office in the same.
- As a farmer he was systematic and progressive;
as a public official he was straightforward and
honorable; as a man no one was better known or
more highly honored. He was hale and hearty
up to the illness that caused his death, and not
long before the final summons came, he said: *¢I
wonder why it is that I am living, and so many
former friends and acquaintances gone forever
from this world! But I bide my time.”

Capt. Omar P. Norris during boyhood at-
tended the district schools near his home, and
after studying for a term in an academy at Re-
public, taught for three winter terms. He then
entered Prof. Turner’s school at Fostoria; but
the war breaking out before his term was finished,
he joined the army, as did every other male stu-
dent in that school. Our subject enlisted, in
April, 1861, in Company H, 21st O. V. I, three-
months'- regiment, and was rejected at Camp
Taylor, Cleveland, Ohio. In June, same year,
he re-enlisted, this time in Company G, 25th
0. V. L., soon rose to the rank of sergeant, and
was in all the marches and engagements of that
regiment up to and including the battle of Green-
brier, W. Va., was honorably discharged for dis-
ability November 21, 1861, and returned home.
In August, 1862, he entered Company B, 1r11th
O. V. 1., and served until the end of the war,
coming out with the rank of captain, having

served in every intermediate rank except that of
corporal. He and fifty-two men of Company B,
of whom he was in command as first lieutenant,
were sacrificed, while on picket duty, to let a
division get ‘‘out of ahole,’” on midnight of No-
vember 15, 1863, near Lenoir Station, East
Tenn., when the Rebel general, Longstreet,
crossed the Tennessee river with his army, c»
route for Knoxville. Lieut. Norris and his men
were surrounded and taken prisoners early on the
morning of November 16, 1863. They were all
stripped of their hats, overcoats and shoes, by
the Rebels, and sent to Atlanta, Ga., thence to
Richmond, Va., where he and his men were
separated, Lieut. Norris being sent to Libby
Prison, and his men to Belle Isle. Of those
fifty-two men, thirty-six died in Rebel prisons.
[See ‘‘Ohio in the War.”] Lieut. Norris was
in Libby Prison until May, 1864, when he was
sent with all other officers, confined in Libby
at that time, to Salisbury, N. C., from there to
Augusta, from there to Macon, and from there to
Savannah, Ga., where he lay at the point of
death for several days, and was reported as dead
in the New York papers, by chaplains who were
exchanged at Savannah, and mourned as dead by
his parents and friends at home. From Savan-
nah he was sent to Charleston, S. C., where, for
twentpnine days, the Federal prisoners were
under fire of the Union guns at Morris Island,
and where, too, the yellow fever was raging
among the prisoners confined in the city jail
yard, among whom was Lieut. Norris. From
Charleston he was sent to Columbia, S. C.,
where many of the officers died of yellow fever,
among them being Capt. William Bender, 123d
O. V. 1., of Fostoria, Ohio, and Lieut. Asa
Spafford, 21st O. V. I., of Perrysburg, Ohio.
Leut. Norris escaped from Columbia, traveled
over a hundred miles, and was then tracked up
by blood-hounds and recaptured, taken back to
Columbia and out to Prison Camp, where he
soon afterward escaped again, at a great risk of his
life. ‘After traveling thirty-four nights, he reached
the Union lines at Sweet Water, E. Tenn., Decem-
ber 27, 1864, having passed through many hard-
ships and privations, and experiencing narrow
escapes. He rejoined his regiment at Washington,
D. C., February 8, 1865, and returned to the seat
of war by the old ship ‘‘ Prometheus,” that nar-
rowly escaped foundering off Cape Hatteras,
North Carolina. His regiment landed near Fort
Fisher, N. C., and engaged in the North Caro-
lina campaign. Here Lieut. Norris was promoted
to captain of Company I, to date November 17,
1864. Capt. Norris was in all the marches and



WooD OOUNTY, OHIO.

499

engagements of the North Carolina campaign,
and received his final discharge July 12, 1865, at
Salisbury, N. C. [See History of the Regiment,
by Capt. W. S. Thurstin, 111th O. V. 1., Toledo,
Ohio. ]

After his return home he sold goods for
ex-Gov. Foster, of Fostoria, for two years, then
traveled a year selling a patent-right of his own
invention, and then settled upon his farm in
Perry township, where he has since carried on
the business of stock raising, giving special at-
tention to sheep. He has been twice married,
first time, in 1869, to Miss Frona Patton, a
“school teacher, a daughter of Lieut.-Col. John J.
Patton, O. V. I. She was born January 1, 1850,
in Quincy, Logan Co., Ohio, and died December
9, 1876, leaving three children: Ida, a school
teacher, who married George E. Reed, enrolling
clerk of the 72d General Assembly, and now
editor and proprietor of the Prairie Depot 0Ob-
server (they have two children—Frona and
Mary); Emma, a school teacher, who now lives at
home; and Belle, a successful teacher of the coun-
ty. For his second wife Capt. Norris married
Miss Libbie Yates, daughter of John W. Yates,
first sergeant Company H, 49th Regiment, O.
V. 1., of Crawford county, Ohio, who was killed
December 16, 1864, in the engagement at Nash-
ville. Mrs. Libbie Norris was born September
9, 1857, and was a teacher in Wood county for
some time. Three children were born of this
union: Omar, Fannie and Thomas.

A man of broad views and liberal judgment,
Capt. Norris wields great influence in the com-
munity, and so fully does he enjoy the confidence
of the public that he has been elected to the
office of chairman of the board of education of
Perry township. He has served two terms as
treasurer of Perry township, also two terms as
justice of the peace (refusing to serve longer),
and was also a candidate before the county
convention for commissioner. In 1895 he was
elected to represent Wood county in the State
Legislature (Seventy-second General Assembly).
He was the author of two general Bills, which
passed the House; one Bill was defeated in the
Senate; the other, the ‘*‘Anti-treat Bill,” was
smothered in the Senate committee. He also
introduced three local Bills, all of which became
laws. Capt. Norris took an active part in the
Presidential campaign just closed. He delivered
eight speeches in favor of the election of McKin-
ley, protection to American industires, reciprocity
and a 100-cent dollar, and is now happy over the
election of Major McKinley as *‘ President of our
greatest nation on earth.”

D. A. HAYLOR, the efficient and popular
superintendent of the public schools of Bowling
Green, and one of the prominent educators of this
State, was born February 14, 1851, in Yorkshire,
England.

His father, John Haylor, and his mother, Ann
(Marshall) Haylor, were both natives of the same
locality. As a mechanic and merchant, the
father was successful and well-to-do, but came to
America with his family in 1866 for the better
opportunities it afforded. The family lived for
two years in Oberlin, Ohio, and then removed to
a farm in Henrietta township, Lorain county,
afterward moved to one in Russia township,
where they remained until the father’s death in
1891. They were leading members of the M. E.
Church, with which they united in early life.
Of their nine children all are living, and five
have settled in or near Oberlin, where their
mother now resides. Sarah married Jacob Hales,
of Ridgeville, Ohio; Henry is a dry-goods em-
ploye at Canton, Ohio; D. A., is the subject
of this sketch; John is a farmer near Oberlin;
William is in business in that city; Herbert,
merchant and farmer, living at Irving, Kansas;
and Anna, Mrs. Fred Papworth; Clara, Mrs.
John Papworth; and Walter, all reside in or near
Oberlin.

Our subject attended an excellent private
school in England until the age of thirteen.
After coming to America he continued his studies
in the district schools of Lorain county, working
at the same time with his father on the farm, and
at the shoemaker’s trade. So well did he im-
prove his opportunities that he received the posi-
tion of teacher in the same place where he had
been a pupil, and there and elsewhere he taught
during the winter terms until the age of twenty-
three, when he entered Oberlin College to fit
himself for a professional teacher. He supported
himself during five years of study, earning over
one thousand dollars and completed a seven-
years' classical course. He took the degree of
B. A., apd has also finished a professional course
for teachers. He ranked among the first in a
class of fifty-five, and received the president’s
recommendation for the first place among their
applications for teachers. During his senior year
he was engaged as a tutor in mathematics. Since
graduation he has been continuously and suc-
cessfully engaged in educational work; one year
in Seville, Medina county; two years in Perrys-
burg, Wood county; six years in Bryan, Williams
county, and from 1889 to the present time he
has been superintendent of schools in Bowling
Green, and is a2 member of the city board of ex-
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aminers. He has been an active institute in-
structor and lecturer. In each of the above
places the schools secured under his management
a reputation for thorough work and judicious con-
trol that has never been questioned, but has
brought to him and the communities both honor
and permanent good.

He was married in 1882 to Miss Netta G.
Lawrence, of Perrysburg, and has three children,
Ruth, Vida and Janet. His high scholastic at-
tainments and fine natural abilities give him an
influential place in intellectual circles. He and
his wife are leading members of the Presbyterian
Church, and generous supporters of all educa-
tional and philanthropical movements in the
community. In politics he is a Republican.

EpwiN R. Sage, M. D. No man in Wood
county is better known or has a larger circle of
warm friends than this popular physician, who
for over thirty years has ministered to the sick
and suffering of Montgomery township. He
was born at Windham, Conn., January 18, 1825,
and is a son of George and Lucy (Davis) Sage.

The early education of our subject was ob-
tained in the district schools of Erie county,
Ohio, whither his parents moved when he was
eleven years of age. The father dying when
Edwin was fifteen years old, he was thrown upon
his own resources, and at eighteen began learn-
ing the trade of a shoemaker at Berlin Heights,
Ohio. At this he worked for three years, being
paid at the rate of $30, $35, and $40 per year,
out of this paying for his board and clothing.
When twenty-one years of age he was sent on
horseback to Prairie Depot for a yoke of oxen,
and while there was urged to start a shoe-shop,
as there was none in the village at that time.
He returned to Berlin Heights, and soon after-
ward took the stage to Lower Sandusky (now
Fremont), from which place he walked, carrying
his kit of tools, to Prairie Depot. This was in
1846. In the office of Dr. Hutchins he found
the only available space for his bench, the use of
this place being tendered him by the Doctor, who

- took a great liking to him. This was a fortunate
crisis in his life, for he had a craving for scientific
study, and, being surrounded by medical books
and appliances, he took up the study of medicine.

Six months later Dr. Sage returned to Berlin
Heights, where he spent the winter of 1846 and
1847. In the latter year his widowed mother,
with his brothers and sisters, removed to Wood
county, where he had procured a lot of land, he
himself remaining in Berlin Heights until- 1848,
in which year he cast his first Presidential vote

for Martin Van Buren, the Free-soil candidate.
In 1850 he went to Chagrin Falls, Ohio, where
he worked at his trade until the summer of 1857,
at which time he took up his permanent residence
in Wood county, at Prairie Depot, and the fol-
lowing year ‘‘hung out his shingle " as an M. D.
During his stay at Chagrin Falls Dr. Sage had
read medicine with Dr. H. W. Curtis, and had
seen some practice, answering calls for his tutor,
which the latter was unable to personally attend.
On October 8, 1858, Dr. Sage was married at
Perrysburg, Ohio, to Miss Sarah M. Yant, who
was born in Bethlehem, Ohio, December 12,
1835, a daughter of John and Dorothea (Usher)
Yant, the former a hotel-keeper, whose death
took place in Crawford county. Three children
have been born to the Doctor and his wife,
namely: ' Rose D., the wife of F. B. Hill, of
Chicago Junction, Ohio; Eddie, who died when
two years old; and Edward R., who is in the
United States railway mail service (on January
20, 1896, he married Evelyn Wingar). At the
time of his marriage Dr. Sage was a poor man,
and for many years had a ‘‘hard row to hoe.”
His patients were also poor, as they were mostly
people coming in and settling on new farms, who
had little or no money for doctors’ bills. He,
however, was energetic and hopeful, and strug-
gled on until times were better, and his practice
became lucrative. Dr. Sage has thousands of
dollars in fees that many physicians would have
collécted, but his kindness of heart would not al-
low him to insist upon payment from people he
knew were unable to spare the money. In all
his thirty-one years of practice, he has never re-
fused to answer a call because his patient was
poor. Dr. Sage is to-day one of the most suc-
cessful practitioners in Wood county, is well
known for miles around, and his many acts of
benevolence and liberality have endeared him to
the hearts of the people. No man ever doubts
his word, and his patients have the most im-
plicit confidence in his ability as a physician.
Politically Dr. Sage was formerly a Democrat
and a Free-soiler, and voted for Gov. Wood, the
Democratic candidate for that office. After the
formation of the Republican party, however, he
adopted its principles, and has ever since been
one of its stanchest adherents. He served as
clerk of Montgomery township for one term, and
in 1875 was elected to the State Legislature, at
the close of his term being re-elected. Socially
he is a member of the Masonic order. Dr. Sage
has 108 acres of excellent land near Prairie De-
pot, from which he derives a comfortable income.
When the call on the Ohio National Guards was
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made, Dr. Sage was a member of Company K,
144th regiment, Col. Miller commanding. At
Berryville, Va., thirty-one of the company were
taken prisoners, two killed, and two wounded,
Dr. Sage being one of those taken prisoner. He
was in the Lynchburg, Va., prison, and also in
Libby, at Richmond, Va. He served as second
lieutenant, and experienced some severe hard-
ships, as he was on the march most of the time.
No man stands higher in the community, or is
entitled to higher respect from his fellow citizens
than Dr. E. R. Sage.

Joun MEILY HOFFA,editor of the Wood County
Tribune, was born December 9, 1854, at Myers-
town, Lebanon Co., Penn., a son of Levi and
Susan (Meily) Hoffa. Mrs. Susan (Meily) Hoffa,
mother of our subject, was born July 21, 1831,a
daughter of Henry and Margaretha (Vogt) Meily,
the latter of whom was born October 24, 1792,
and died November 29, 1847. She was a
daughter of Mathias Vogt, who was born Febru-
ary 24, 1756, and died March 2, 1839; his wife
Sophia, was born December 12, 1767, and died
October 9, 1855. This long-lived couple had
three sons and two daughters, our subject’s
grandmother, Margaretha, being one of them.
To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Meily were born children
as follows: Two sons died in infancy; John mar-
ried Kate Zinn, and died in Lebanon county,
Penn. ; Catherine, now deceased, was the second
wife of Thomas Bassler, and had one child; Re-
becca is the wife of Isaac Stoner, and they reside
in Franklin county, Penn; Mollie is the wife of
Christian Strack, who resides near Myerstown,
Penn.; Eliza is the widow of Jacob Bixler; Fanny
is the deceased wife of Henry Glick; Mary is the
wife of Henry Seltzer, and makes her home in
Dauphin county, Penn.; Sallie is the wife of
Samuel Noll, she resides in St. Joseph, Mo.;
Susan, the mother of our subject, comes next;
she has her home in Lebanon county, Pennsyl-
vania.

Levi Hoffa was born at Myerstown, March g,
1827, and was a son of Philip and Elizabeth
(Blecher) Hoffa, also natives of Lebanon county,
the former of whom was a tailor by trade, which
occupation he followed up to the time of his death.
To them were born children as follows: (1) Levi,
father of our subject. (2) Cyrus Samuel, a grad-
uate of Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Penn.,
and who was a German Evangelical Lutheran
minister; shortly after the breaking out of the
Civil war,in 1861, he enlisted in the go-days
service, and after his term of enlistment had ex-
pired, re-enlisted, this time in Company F, 4th

Penn. Cav., was taken prisoner, and died in
Andersonville. (3) Sarah, wife of Henry Wagner,
resides at Lebanon, Lebanon Co., Penn. (4)
Mary M. is deceased; (5) Catherine; (6) Melinda,
born June 25, 1836, died May 27, 1857; by oc-
cupation she was a school teacher. (7) Leah
Amelia, born February 6, 1839, married Henry
Wise, and died March 27, 1860; she was also a
school teacher. (8) Maurice J. (now deceased)
was the youngest of this family. Levi died May
8, 1856, the father of two children: Mary Alice,
born October 14, 1853, is now the wife of George
W. Umberger, by whom she has one son, Her-
bert (they reside in Lebanon county, Penn.); and
John M., our subject. There is also another son
in the family, William Gurten Hoffa (a child of
Mrs. Levi Hoffa by her second husband, Cyrus
Samuel Hoffa), born August 24, 1864, and now’
a wholesale dealer in barbers’ supplies at Phil-
adelphia.

John Meily Hoffa, whose name introduces
this sketch, received his education in Pennsyl-
vania, in part at the district schools and an
academy, in part at the *‘College Palatinate,”” at
Myerstown, which institution had been organized
out of the academy. On leaving college he, in
1872, commenced to learn the trade of a printer
in a job office at Myerstown, and in 1874 opened
a job office in the same town, which he carried
on until 1876, in that year moving to Palmnyra,
Penn., where he continued in the same line of
business until 1878, when, in connection there-
with, he established the Londonderry Weekly
Gazette. In the course of about a year he sold
out, and in 1880 removed to La Rue, Marion
Co., Ohio, and bought the News of that place,
the publication of which he continued until 1882,
when he disposed of his interest therein. In
1883 he moved to New Carlisle, Clark Co., Ohio,
and bought the Sun, publishing the same until
1890, in which year he disposed of his property
there took up his residence in Ottawa, Putnam
Co., Ohio, and bought the Ottawa Gazette. In
1893 he sold this out, and purchased a one-fourth
interest in the Wood County Sentine/ (Daily and
Weekly), at Bowling Green, which interest he
still owns. In the fall of 1895 healso purchased
stock in the Daily and Weekly 7ribune, at the
same place, consisting of 92} shares, and in
March, 1896, he assumed the editorial manage-
ment of that paper, his present incumbency.
Later he purchased more stock, and now owns
nearly half of that plant. These papers are a
success, having few, if any, equals.

In 1875, John M. Hoffa was married at Pal-
myra, Penn., to Miss Ida J. Zimmerman, who
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was born January 3, 1859, at that town, a
daughter of Abram and Maria (Kieffer) Zimmer-
man, the former of whom, a stonemason by trade,
was born May 13, 1831, a son of John Peter, a
farmer, and Sarah Zimmerman. The Ilatter
couple were the parents of children as follows:
Henry; Abram; Daniel; Elizabeth, wife of Henry
Miller of Annville, Lebanon Co., Penn. (they
have three children—John, JosephandCatherine);
Sarah, wife of Mr. Farling, of Lebanon county,
Penn.; and Kate. Mrs. Maria (Kieffer) Zimmer-
man was a daughter of John Kieffer, who was
also born in Lebanon county, Penn., and who mar-
ried Sarah Horstick, born August 10, 1817, and
by her had two children, viz.: Maria (Mrs.
Abram Zimmerman), born April 24, 1840; and
Reuben, a coal dealer at Annville, Lebanon
Co., Pennsylvania.

To Abram and Maria Zimmerman were born
children as follows: Ida J. (Mrs. Hoffa), born
January 3, 1859; Lizzie Loretta, born in 1861,
married Joseph 'Horstick, and they reside at
Palmyra, Lebanon Co., Penn., and have no chil-
dren; and Anna Lenora, married Albert Detwiler,
and they reside at Harrisburg, Penn. (have two
children). The father of this family died Novem-
ber 2, 1886; the mother is now living at Hum-
melstown, Dauphin Co., Pennsylvania.

To our subject and wife have come four chil-
dren, to wit: (1) Mary J., born May 6, 1876,
married to Clarence W. Griswold, at Ottawa,
Ohio, where he is agent for the Findlay, Ft.
Wayne & Western railroad and the American
and National Express companies; they have two
children—Ella Meily and Linn. (2) Meily Val-
entine, born February 14, 1878, died of typhoid
fever October 29, 1891, at Ottawa, Ohio; (3)
Harry Levi Marcellus, born April 6, 1881; (4)
Abram Zimmerman, born September 21, 1886,
at Ottawa. Mr. and Mrs. John M. Hoffa are
members of the Lutheran Evangelical Church.
Socially he has been affiliated with the P. O. S.
of A. since he was eighteen years of age, joining
Camp No. 192 thereof at Palmyra, Penn.; he held
the position of State master of forms and cere-
monies, and for one year was State trustee in
Ohio; also was district president at large. At
La Rue, Ohio, he organized a camp of the P. O.
S. of A. and also united with Day Lodge No. 28,
I. O. O. F.,, at La Rue, and is a past noble
grand, and still retains membership in that
society. At Richland he joined the Encamp-
ment, there being none at La Rue. He became
a member of La Rue Lodge No. 463, F. & A. M.,
and affiliated with New Carlisle Chapter No. 57
and New Carlisle Council No. 30, both at New

Carlisle. 'While residing at Ottawa, Ohio, being
within the jurisdiction of Lima, he became a
member of Shawnee Commandery No. 14,
Knights Templar, and on moving to Bowling
Green he associated with the Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite of the Valley of Toledo, being a
member of Miami Lodge of Perfection, Fort In-
dustry Chapter Rose Croix, at Toledo, and
Northern Light Council, Princes of Jerusalem.
He also belongs to Lake Erie Consistory, at

.Cleveland, Ohio, which includes the 32nd degree

in Masonry. At Palmyra he became a member
of Castle No. 7, Knights of the Mystic Chain; at
New Carlisle he joined the Knights of Pythias
Lodge; while at Ottawa he united with the
K. O. T. M. and the National Union. A Re-
pubhcan in politics, Mr. Hoffa served as corpor-
ation clerk at New Carlisle, and on the board of
health until he removed from that place. He
was a member of the Building and Loan Associa-
tion there, a director for two terms, also vice-
president until he removed, and at the present
time is vice-president of the Building and Loan
Association at Bowling Green, which is a branch
of the Cleveland Indemnity and Loan Association.

F. T. HEDGE, the senior member of the well-
known firm of F. T. Hedge & Co., is at the
head of the largest tile factory in Wood county,
and is one of its most successful and enterprising
business men. He is a native of Ohio, born in
York township, Medina county, May 5, 1853,
and is the second son and third child in the fam-
ily of George B. and Kate (Crawfoot) Hedge.
He was quite small when brought to Wood coun-
ty, where he acquired his education in the dis-
trict schools, and previous to his seventeenth year
worked upon the home farm and in his father’s
mill. At that time Mr. Hedge began learning
the saddler’s trade with Andrew Emerine, at
Fostoria, Ohio, where .he worked for two years,
when failing health caused him to abandon that
trade for a time, though he later followed it for
several years, in fact, until 1885. In the early
‘‘eighties”” he began brick and tile making in
Montgomery township with his brother G. W.,
buying an interest in the business of Russel Mor-
gan. His father afterward became a partner in
the enterprise, but later sold his share to another
brother, H. W., and the firm assumed the pres-
ent title, that of F. T. Hedge & Co. They are
now extensively engaged in the manufacture of
tile, having a large plant erected in 1892, the
main building being 40 xg8 feet, four stories in
height, with a wing 36x 82 feet. Our subject
thoroughly understands the business in all its
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departments, the arrangement for drying being
originated by him, and very economical.

At the home of Harlow Hill, in Montgomery
township, on February 13, 1887, was celebrated
the marriage of Mr. Hedge and Miss Martha
Caskie, who was born near Carey, Ohio, May 3,
1858, and is the daughter of James and Matilda
(Smith) Caskie. They began housekeeping in
Montgomery township, on Section 18, and in
1892 remodeled their residence, and now have a
comfortable and pleasant dwelling. The home
has been brightened by the birth of two children
—Jay C., born January 19, 1889; and George
B., born October 9, 1892. Mr. Hedge uses his
right of franchise in support of the men and
measures of the Democratic party, but takes no
active part in political affairs; socially he is a
worthy member of Petroleum Lodge No. 499,
K. of P., of Prairie Depot; of Prairie Depot
Lodge No. 646, 1. O. O. F.;.and Crystal En-
campment No. 271. Like all of the members
of the well-known Hedge family, of Montgomery
township, he is prosperous and well-to-do, his
success being mainly due to his own ability, en-
terprise and industry, and as the result of his ef-
forts he has secured a comfortable competence,
which is justly merited.

B. L. ABBOTT, a prominent attorney at law
of Bowling Green, was born in Townsend town-
ship, Huron county, July 5, 1850. His grand-
father Abbott came at an early date with his fam-
ily to Huron county, from Trumansburg, Yates
county, New York.

Our subject’s father, James R. Abbott, was
about seventeen years old at the time of this re-
moval, and he at once devoted his energies to
serving the best interests of the people among
whom his lot was cast. He united with the Bap-
tist Church before he had attained his majority,
and supplying the deficiencies in his education by
private study, he prepared for the ministry. His
first charge was in Huron county, where he re-
mained many years. He then preached at
Reading, Mich., for seven years, after which he
moved to Grand Rapids where his active useful-
ness was cut short by a stroke of paralysis, caused
by overwork. The last twelve years of his life
were spent in the home of our subject at Bowling
Green. He was married in 1842 to Miss Caroline
Smith, who was born in 1824, and is now resid-
ing with her son, Fred E. Abbott, at Bowling
Green, the youngest of her five children. The
others were Amanda (deceased), who married
Daniel Howe, of Crawford county, Ohio; James
R., a resident of Montcalm county, Mich.; B. L.,

our subject; and Ida, the wife of Frank S. Joels,
of Fredonia, New York.

Our subject’s early life was spent in Michigan,
where he acquired a knowledge of vocal music
which afterward served him well. In 1871 he
came to Bowling Green and studied law with an
uncle, Philander S. Abbott, a well-known lawyer.
He had intended to take a course in literature
and law at Michigan, but the illness of his father
compelled him to become the *¢ bread winner’’
for the family, and in the emergency he resorted
to the teaching of vocal music. His professional
studies were postponed for several years, but
after his marriage, in 1876, to Miss Mary L.
Marshall, he resumed them, and August 13, 1878,
was admitted to the bar. His wife is a native of
the Buckeye State, born September 20, 18354,
and she is an admirable helpmeet, cultured and
sympathetic. They have five children: Floyd
L., Henry L., Emergene L., Lilah Belle, and
Lorene.

Mr. Abbott began to practice law with a
former preceptor, Edson Goit, and the partner-
ship lasted until the death of Mr. Goit. He has
a good civil practice, and has been unusually suc-
cessful in the conduct of business entrusted to
him. Recently he engaged in oil producing, has
sunk three paying wells and has others under
way. Politically he is a Republican, and he has
held several important official positions. In 1886
he was.elected mayor, and for more than thirteen
consecutive years has been a justice of the peace.
About two years ago his friends were surprised at
a new departure, seemingly out of his line, when
he announced his discovery of a cure for bald-
ness, which he christened ¢ Baldoline.” His
well-tried integrity lent credit to his claims for
the new remedy, however, and the test of expe-
rience has abundantly confirmed them in every
case where the treatment has been properly
given.

HoN. ROBERT ]. COLLIN, mayor of Tontogany,
and a leading druggist of that town, was- born
July 21, 1849. in Medina, Ohio. His parents
Ephraim and Matilda (Hall) Collin, were both
born near Ely, Cambridgeshire, England, his
father in 1825, and his mother in 1828. They
were married there, and in 1848 came to the
United States making their hcme near Medina,
Ohio, until 1853, when they came to Wood
county; but in the following year, owing to the
breaking out of cholera in that section, they re-
turned to Medina county, and bought a farm at
Chatham Center. They sold this in the fall of
1860, and in the spring of 1861 they came to
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Wood county, where they purchased wild land
near Perrysburg, which they cleared and im-
proved, converting it into a fine farm. Here
they remained until the fall of 1874, at that time
selling out their possessionsin Wood county, and
once more returning to Medina county, where
they now reside. Mrs. Collin is a faithful ad-
herent of the M. E. Church. Mr. Collin was an
early Abolitionist, and one of the first in his lo-
cality to unite with the Republican party. They
are the parents of four children: Robert J., our
subject; Sophia, wife of Joseph Carpenter, of
Perrysburg; Charles, a farmer in Medina county;
and Wilson, deceased at the age of sixteen
years.

Robert J. Collin, the subject proper.of this
sketch, received his education in part at the
country district schools of Medina and Wood
counties, three years at the high school of Perrys-
burg, and one year at Berea, graduating in 1875,
at Valparaiso, where he had been studying two
years. When he came to Wood county, in 1853,
bears and wolves abounded, and around on his
father's farms near Perrysburg, in 1861, deer
were frequently seen in droves. He taught five
terms in district schools and two years in Miami
schools, and then began to read medicine in Per-
rysburg, in 1876, a year later coming to Tonto-
gany, where he bought an interest in a drug
store since carried on under the firm name of
Davis & Collin. This is one of the most substan-
tial business enterprises in the vicinity. In ad-
dition to his drug business he is interested in
farm land, owning property in Washington town-
ship, also in Kansas.

On June 24, 1879, Mr. Collin married Miss
Alice Hannah, a native of Ottawa county, Ohio,
born August 28, 1854, and they have two chil-
dren: Arthur, born September 16,.1880, and
Harry, born December 4, 1885, who havealready
given their allegiance to the church of their an-
cestors, the Methodist, of which Mr. Collin has
been a prominent member for years.. For the
past eighteen years he has been superintendent
of the M. E. Sunday-school. The same sterling
characteristics which have led to Mr. Collin’s
success in other lines of effort, have made him a
favorite candidate for official position, as he is
now serving his third term as township clerk, and
was in April, 1895, elected to the office of mayor
of his town. Socially he is a member of the F.
& A. M., Tontogany Lodge No. 451.

EpwaRrD R. SAGE, one of the most highly re-
spected citizens of Montgomery township, is de-
scended from an old New England family, and is

a representative of the seventh generation from
David Sage, who was born in Wales, in 1639,
and came to Middleton, Conn., in 1652. The
grandfather of our subject, George Sage, was
born in 1772, and his wife, Harriet, in 1774.
The father of our subject, also named George,
was born July 4, 1801, in Middleton, Conn., and
was married in Chatham, Conn., June 26, 1821,
to Miss Lucy Davis, also a native of Connecticut,
born November 4, 1799.

The father of our subject was a manufacturer
and dresser of cloth, and followed that business
for a time in Connecticut. In 1838 he removed
with his family to Washington county, Va., where
he settled near Glade Springs. He rented a full-
ing-mill and carding-machine, which he operated
some ten years. He then came to Ohio, travel-
ing all the way in wagons, camping out most of
the time at night, and occupying four weeks on
the road. He settled in Vermilion township,
Erie county, where he remained one winter, then
going to Hartsgrove, Ashtabula county, where
he bought 160 acres of land in partnership with
another man. On this farm was a fulling-mill
and carding-machine, which was run by water-
power, and they subsequently built a gristmill
on the same stream. Mr. Sage’s partner proved
to be dishonest, and two years later the firm
failed. Mr. Sage had nothing left but a team of
horses and eighty acres of land in Cook county,
Ill., which latter proved upon examination, by a
person ‘sent for that purpose, to be of so little
value that it was not worth the taxes. Mr. Sage
was obliged to return to Erie county, where he
died of bilious fever, July 22, 1840. He was
naturally a robust, hearty man, and his early
death was a great blow to his wife who was left
with nine children to care for. Mr. Sage had
but a limited schooling, but was a man of much
natural ability, honest and industrious, a member
of the Episcopal Church, and an old-time Dem-
ocrat. His wife was a Methodist. She lived to
be seventy-five years of age, and died in Huron,
Ohio, and both are buried at Berlin Heights.

The children of, this worthy couple were as
follows: William G., born in Windham, Conn.,
October 26, 1822, lives in Huron, Ohio; Edward
R. and Edwin R. were born in Windham, Conn.,
January 18, 1825; Harriet M., bornin Windham,
February 10, 1827, is the wife of M. H. Parker,
of Coldwater, Mich.; Orrin W., born in Wash-
ington county, Va., September 1, 1829, enlisted,
in 1864, in Company K, 144th O. V. 1., and was
taken prisoner with hisentire company ( only nine
of whom escaped ) at Berryville, Va. (he died in
the Rebel prison at Salisbury, N. C.); Elizabeth
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J., born in Washington, Va., December 26, 1831,
is the widow of Timothy Gould, of Prairie Depot;
Louise, born in Washington county, Va., March
9, 1834, is the wife of Byron Case, of West To-
ledo, Ohio; Charles J. was born April 11, 1836,
in Washington, Va.; James M., born in Harts-
grove, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, April 21, 1838, died
in childhood.

Edward R. Sage, the subject of this sketch,
had a limited education in the common schools of
his day, whose curriculum seldom extended be-
yond the ‘‘three R’s.” His father’s early death
left the family dependent upon their own exer-
tions for a livelihood, but they managed to keep
together, the boys learning various trades and the
mother working at weaving. When sixteen years
old Edward began learning the shoemaker's trade
under Isaac Fowler, who had a country shop be-
tween Vermilion and Huron. For four years the
lad worked in this place at a salary of $4 a month,
out of which he kept himself and had money left
to give his mother. After his uncle was elected
sheriff of Erie county, Mr. Sage started a shop of
his own, which he carried on for a time. In the
meantime his twin brother, Edwin R., had come
to Wood county and bargained for 108 acres of
land, and the family decided to follow him and
locate on the property. Accordingly, in 1847,
the mother, with six of her children—Edward R.,
Orrin, Elizabeth, Lucy, Charles, and James—
came by team and settled in Montgomery town-
ship, making their home temporarily near the
land mentioned. About a month afterward they
were given possession, and a log cabin was their
first home. This property was school land, and
was bought in the name of William, the eldest
son, it being intended as a home for the family,
and that all the sons should aid in paying for it.
The mother lived there for a short time, and then
returned to Erie county, where she died. The
three brothers—William, Edward, and Edwin—
worked the farm together until it was paid for;
about 1860 our subject purchased the property
from his brothers, and has lived there ever since.
Since that time he has sold a portion of it for
town lots, and has now about ninety-five acres
remaining. Most of the improvements on the
place have been made by him, he having, in 1858,
built the house which he now occupies.

On October 2, 1851, Mr. Sage was married
at Freeport, Ohio, to Miss Caroline Yant, who
was born in Stark county, Ohio, June 30, 1828.
Her parents were John and Dorothea (Usher)
Yant, and her father was a hotel-keeper. Of
this union five children have been born, namely:
Roswell E., who died in childhood; Lucy D.,

now Mrs. Frank King, of Prairie Depot; John,
residing with his parents; Charles, living at
Prairie Depot; and William E., who is farming
with his father. Mr. Sage, who is a self-made
man, with the assistance of his good wife has
prospered in the world, and is one of the substan-
tial farmers of the township. He was in former
days an Abolitionist, but has for many years been
a stanch Republican. He has held a number of
important local offices, being for eight years
treasurer of the township, for six years justice of
the peace, and also township assessor. He has
served two terms as mayor of Prairie Depot, and
has been a member of the city council. He and
his wife are members of the Congregational
Church. A man of genial disposition, who pre-
serves the vigor and enterprise of youth, he is
exceedingly popular with all who have the
pleasure of his acquaintance.  No citizen stands
higher in the community or is more deserving of
the esteem and respect in which he is held.

H. A. LEasE, a well known and leading citi-
zen of Bowling Green, was born in Seneca coun-
ty, Ohio, July 16, 1835. His parents were
Joseph and Delilah (Olmstead) Lease, the former
of whom was born in Frederick county, Md., in
1806. He followed farming until coming to
Bowling Green, when he took up gardening as
an occupation. He was a man of unusual men-
tal powers, a great student of the Bible, which
he knew by heart, although a free-thinker in his
religious views, and looked upon life through the
eyes of a philosopher. In politics he was a Dem-
ocrat. He was a Scotchman by descent, and was
a thrifty and industrious man. His death took
place in Bowling Green, November 12, 1884.
His wife was born in Frederick county, Md., in
1812, and died April 28, 1891. Their two chil-
dren were H. A., and Mary E., the wife of R.
Gust, a capitalist of Fostoria, Ohio.

Our subject was reared to manhood in his
native county, where he attended college for
seven ‘months, afterward teaching school and
reading law at the same time. In September,
1858, he went to California where he taught
school and mined until 1860. In 1861 he was
admitted to the bar in the Supreme Court of Cal-
ifornia; was appointed district attorney of Col-
usa county, by the county commissioners, and
served in that incumbency one term; was made
assistant sergeant-at-arms of the Legislature of
that State, in 1861, and served as copying clerk
for the same body in 1863-64. He then went to
Eldorado county, where he was employed as clerk
in the office of the Placervilleroute of the Pacific
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railway until 1866, when he returned to his home
in Ohio. In 1867 he was admitted to the bar in
Ohio. In 1869 he located in Bowling Green,
and in the winter of 1870 was made enrolling
clerk of the Ohio Senate, which position he filled
for two sessions of the Legislature (1872-73), be-
ing at the same time éngaged in the practice of
law. Owing to ill health Mr. Lease has been
obliged to give up active work, and now devotes
much of his time to literary pursuits, a most con-
genial occupation, as he is a man of remarkably
bright intellect, keen observation, and retentive
memory. Upon the organization of the Bowling
Green & Toledo Railroad Co., Mr. Lease was
elected attorney for the same, and continued an
official of the company as either attorney, di-
rector, auditor or general manager until the road
was sold to the C., H. & D. R. R. Co. In poli-
tics he is a Prohibitionist, and uses his influence
in promoting the interests of that party, believ-
ing it to be the best means by which our country
can be free from the curse of intemperance. He
is an active member of the Presbyterian Church,
and in all public enterprises does his part as a
loyal citizen. He has been quite successful in
business, owning considerable property in Bowl-
ing Green, among which is that known as the
Lease Building. Mr. Lease is unmarried, ** and
for free silver.”

Rev. HENRY Doty, one of the leading min-
isters of the United Brethren Church, now the
pastor of the congregation at Bowling Green, has
shown in the twelve years since his ordination a
rare combination of practical business talent,
with spiritual power as a preacher. Although
well fitted to make his way to financial success
in worldly lines, he abandoned a prosperous busi-
ness in early manhood (the management of a
mill belonging to his father-in-law), in order to
devote his energies to the Church, and while his
earnest exhortdations and convincing logic have
turned the thoughts of many to the truths of - re-
ligion, some trace of the natural financier is to
be found also in churches built or repaired, or old
debts paid, in every place where he has been
stationed.

Mr. Doty was born October 30, 1851, near
Findlay, Ohio. His parents, John and Margaret
(Walters) Doty, were both born in Fairfield coun-
ty, Ohio, his father on October 20, 1816, and his
mother in November, 1823. On the maternal
side he is descended from an old Virginia family.
His parents still occupy the same farm upon
which they located fifty-two years ago, and at-
tend the same Church with which they then united.

Their eight children are all living: (1) Margaret
J., the wife of Thomas Cole, of Hancock county;
(2) W. C., a resident of the same county; ( 3)
Elijah, a lumber dealer at Leipsic, Ohio; (4)
Henry, our subject; (5) Edward, a farmer in
Hancock county; (6) John L., who lives at the
old homestead; (7) H. Walter, a prominent
young attorney at Findlay; and (8 ) Flora Emma,
the wife of Rev. W. R. Arnold, the pastor of the
U. B. Church at Bascom, Ohio. Our subject im-
proved the educational opportunities afforded by
the puhlic schools of Hancock county, and then
entered the Union Biblical Seminary at Dayton,
graduating in 1888. He had previously been
ordained at Helena, Ohio, September 21, 1883.
His first charge was on Hoytville circuit, where
during a two-years pastorate he had 175 acces-
sions, and built a church. At North Baltimore
he spent two years, received 195 new members,
built one church at a cost of $4,000, and re-
palred two others. He then came to Bowling
Green, where he found the Church in a discour-
aging state; but with the help of the faithful and
energetic women of the Society he raised between
five and six hundred dollars, and purchased a bell
and other needed supplies. During his one-year’s
stay at that time eighty-five new members were
received. In the two years following, on Syca-
more circuit, he received 200 new members, and
built a brick church costing $5,000, repaired two
others and contracted for a parsonage. He then
went to Dayton. where for three years he pursued
a course of study in the Union Biblical Seminary,
having charge during the last two years of his
stay there of Miami Chapel (the old Mother
Church of his denomination in Dayton), and
taking into fellowship 200 new members. Here
$1,800 was raised for repairs, and sundry debts
to former preachers and presiding elders were
paid, among them some of ten years' standing.
His next charge was at Chicago Junction, where
some debts were settled, and a parsonage built
and paid for and 175 new members enrolled. In
September, 1891, he returned to Bowling Green,
where he has well sustained his reputation as an
earnest worker. About 350 members have been
added, and the church has been repaired at a
cost of $4,000, all of which, except the amount
raised by Bishop Cassel at the rededication, was
solicited and collected by the pastor. On Sep-
tember 23, 1895, at the Sandusky Annual Con-
ference, he was elected presiding elder of the
Fostoria District, and is now serving his second
term as P. E. of the same District.

In all his arduous efforts our subject has been
ably seconded by his wife, who was formerly Miss
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Sarah E. Bishop, a native of Hancock county,
born January 27, 1856. They were married May
30, 1872, and have two children: Eva B., born
January 13, 1874, who is a student in Otterbein
(Ind.) University, and John D., born October 11,
1878, who is at home, and is now attending the
high school.  Our subject is independent in pol-
itics. Fraternally he is a member of the I. O.
O. F. Lodge at Bowling Green.

EpwaArD BEVERSTOCK, the junior member of
the well-known law firm of James & Beverstock,
Bowling Green, was born in Tontogany May 8,
1862. As one of the brightest of Wood county’s
sons, the people of this locality look upon his
success in his chosen profession with pride, and
regard his future as assured. Reared upon a
farm, his educational advantages were limited to
an attendance at the neighboring district school
until January, 1883, when he entered Oberlin
College, where he completed the classical course
and graduated in 1889, with the degree of A. B.
Having determined to enter the legal profession,
he took the course offered by the Cincinnati Law
School, defraying his expenses while there by
acting as librarian of the School and secretary of
the Faculty. The degree of LL. B. was con-
ferred upon him May 27, 1891, and he was ad-
mitted to the bar a few days later.

In August of the same year Mr. Beverstock
entered the office of Hon. Benjamin F. James,
and in November they formed a partnership
which still continues, with an office also at
Toledo, Ohio. This firm has become better
known, and acquired a larger practice, than any
other has done in an equally short time in this
county. Mr. Beverstock is a close student and
is remarkable for his well-balanced abilities.
With a clear insight into legal principles, and the
power of ready application, he possesses also a
high order of practical talent. In politics as well
as in legal affairs his advice is valued, and he was
chairman of the Wood County Republican Cen-
tral Committee for the year 1894.

Mr. Beverstock was married July 7, 1891, to
Miss Elizabeth Ferguson, who was born in Oak-
land county, Mich., February 1, 1866. They
have two daughters, Mary V. and Helena I
Mr. Beverstock and his wife are prominent mem-
bers of the Presbyterian Church.

A. M. RussrLL, the deputy anditor of Wood
county, and a prominent resident of Bowling
Green, is an official whose worth has been
proven in various positions of public trust. He
comes of sturdy Scotch-Irish ancestry, and pos-

sesses many of the admirable traits of character
which distinguished that race.

His father, James W. Russell, was born in
Washington county, Penn., in 1784, and came
to the Western Reserve in early life, locating
upon a farm in what is now Mahoning (then a
part of Trumbull) county, where he married Miss
Jane A. Wolfcale, a native of Virginia, born near
Harper's Ferry, in 1792. She died in 1847; her
husband lived at his old farm to an advanced
age, and died in 1870 at the home of a son in
Paulding county. They reared a family of ten
children, as follows: Nancy, born in 1812, mar-
ried John Cushman, and livesin Michigan; John,
born in 1814, died in Wood county in 1884;
Robert, born in 1816, died in Bowling Green in
1860; Caroline, born in 1818, married Davis
Randolph, and lives in Mahoning county; James
M., born in 1821, died in Paulding county, in
September, 1879; Jonathan W., born in 1824,
died in Trumbull county in 1855; Betsey, born
in 1826, married John Williams, of Trumbull
county; Abraham W., born in 1829, lives at
Ithaca, Mich.; Martha Jane, born in 1832, is
the widow of John Moore of Mahoning county;
and our subject, the youngest.

A. M. Russell was born March 7, 1835, and
remained at home until the age of fifteen. He
attended Antioch and Oberlin Colleges for some
time, and later engaged in teaching and clerking
in a dry-goods store. On the breaking out of
the Civil ‘'war he enlisted atthe first call to arms,
and went to the front as first lieutenant of Com-
pany G. 14th O. V. I. At the end of his three-
months’ term of service he returned home, and
being injured on the way, at Columbus, did not
re-enlist until 1863, when he went as a private in
Company C, 68th O. V. 1., and served until the
end of the war, receiving by well-earned promo-
tion the rank of sergeant-major. His regiment
was attached to the army of the West, and took
part in the battles at Atlanta and Bentonville,
besides many other lighter engagements. After
being mustered out, July 10, 1866, he came to
Bowling Green as deputy treasurer, and later
clerked in a hardware store at Perrysburg until
his appointment as county treasurer in Septem-
ber, 1868, to serve out an unexpired term. So
well did he perform the duties of the office that
he was elected on the Republican ticket for the
succeeding term, serving until 1871. For the
next four years he was in the drug business at
Perrysburg, but sold out in 1875, and a year
later began clerking in different offices in the
county court house. In 1879 he was again
elected county treasurer, and since his term ex-
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pired, in 1881, he has served as deputy auditor
under three administrations.

Mr. Russell has been twice married, first
time in 1861, to Miss Rachel A. Carey of Pauld-
ing county, who died in less than a year after-
ward. His second wife was Miss Alta Sullivan,
who was born in Defiance county, July 7, 1843.
They have two children living: (1) Charles H.,
born June 21, 1867, is a druggist's clerk at Bowl-
ing Green (he is married to Miss Charlotte Mor-
rison), (2) Maude, born September 23, 1875, a
young lady of fine social gifts, lives at home.
Mr. Russell is a member of the G. A. R., and of
the Masonic fraternity.

Hon. ELijad P. EMERsoN, of Bloomdale, is
one of the representative citizens of Wood coun-
ty, a business man and farmer, having won a dis-
tinguished success in every line of effort which
he has entered. He is a self-made man, who as
a boy walked into Ohio, accompanying the
slowly-moving wagons which conveyed his par-
ents and their household goods to their new
home on the frontier.

Mr. Emerson was born January 23, 1834, in
Berkeley county, Va. (now W. Va.), which had
been for many years the home of his father’s
family. His grandfather Emerson was a slave-
holder, but his father, Noble Emerson, being
opposed to this, in early manhood determined to
seek a home in a free State. He had been em-
ployed in boyhood as a boatman on the Poto-
mac, and as a steersman on the Chesapeake
& Ohio canal, but later he learned the cooper’s
trade, which he followed throughout life. He
married Miss Mary Keesecker, and had ten chil-
dren, of whom three were born in Ohio. In
1833 the family removed to Beaver county,
Penn., and in May, 1848, they came to Mexico,
Wyandot Co., Ohio, traveling in a small two-
horse wagon, our subject with others walking
most of the way, a tedious journey for even a
healthy lad of fourteen. One day his feet became
sore, and mounting one of the horses he rode for
a few miles; becoming weary, he fell asleep,
tumbled off the horse without waking up, and
narrowly escaped being run over. The father
had but limited means, and on reaching Mexico
found employment at his trade, later buying the
shop, the trade in potash and in pork barrels
furnishing him a good business. In 1859 he
moved to Sycamore, where our subject’s mother
died December 7, 1862. The father survived her
thirty years, dying September 10, 1892, at the
age of eighty-three, and their remains now rest
in the cemetery at Sycamore. Two years after

his wife's death he moved to Pike county, Mo.,
and bought a farm, which he sold later. He
worked at his trade for some time, and in 1871
came to Eagleville tolive in the home of our sub-
ject. He was a man of industrious habits, was
over six feet two inches tall, and was spare in
flesh. While he was no politician he took an
intelligent interest in all the questions of his time
and was a regular voter, being a Whig in his
early years and later a Republican.

Our subject is one of six surviving children
of the following fawmily: Samuel B. died in Ohio,
a wealthy man, after many years spent in the
practice of medicine at Eagleville; Elijah P.
comes next; John M. enlisted in Company G,
123d O. V. 1., and it is believed is one of the
many who perished in Andersonville prison;
Rachel A. died in Virginia; William W. lives in
Bloomdale; Enoch died in Virginia; Mary ]J. is
the wife of Rufus W. Lundy, a hardware mer-
chant of Myrtle Point, Ore.; Milton L. is a pros-
perous resident of Sycamore, Ohio, a biacksmith
by occupation; Frank N. lives in San Francisco;
Rufus A. is a merchant at Bloomdale.

Elijah P. Emerson attended the subscription
schools of his time until he was fourteen years
old, and after coming to Ohio availed himself of
the privileges afforded by the district schools.
Later he studied for three terms at Heidelberg
College, Tiffin, and one term in the Seneca
County Academy. At the age of twenty he
began ‘teaching, and was very successful; he
taught thirteen terms in Wyandot and Seneca
counties, and spent his vacations making shin-
gles, owning a complete outfit, shaving-horse,
drawknife, froe and brake. He received twenty-
five cents per hundred when the timber was pre-
pared, and $3.75 per thousand when the wood
was taken from the stump, white ond red oak
being used principally.- In March, 1865, he went
to Pike county, Mo., and taught there for a short
time. On April 17, 1866, he was married at
Crawiordsville, Ohio, to Miss Catherine Smalley,
and they began housekeeping at Eagleville, where
Mr. Emerson previously fitted up a home.” His
brother, Dr. Emerson, who was then practicing
there, had pointed out an opening for a mercan-
tile business, and, as our subject had several
hundred dollars saved, he made the venture.
The cost of goods was high after the war, and
his stock was small, but trade increased year by
year, bringing him prosperity.

In 1874, when Bloomdale was only a cross-
road, he built a store there, which was conducted
by his brother R. A., and in April, 1877, he sold
it to him and another brother. In the spring of
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1878 he sold his Eagleville store. In 1882 he
opened a dry-goods store in Bloomdale, but sold
it after a few months; in 1889 he bought a hard-
ware store in Bloomdale for a son, but subse-
quently sold it. He has been engaged in farm-
ing since 1876. He was then the owner of eighty
acres in Bloom township, but had not given much
attention to it, and one day, at a sale of the
«“ French farm” of 232 acres, he made a bid
merely to enliven the proceedings, and the farm
was ‘‘knocked down” to him. The business was
new to Mr. Emerson, but that could be said of
all his other enterprises, and, despite the predic-
tions that his uniform good fortune would desert
him if he tried farming, he ventured, and suc-
ceeded. He now owns 352 acres in Bloom town-
ship, and fifty-eight and one-half acres in Hancock
county, which he works in a thoroughly syste-
matic and progressive manner.

Politically Mr. Emerson has been identified
with the Republican party nearly all his life.
He cast his first Presidential vote for John
C. Fremont, and continued to vote regularly with
that party until 1890, when, feeling fully con-
vinced that nothing would be done by the Re-
publican party to seriously interfere with the
whiskey traffic, he began to enter his protest to
the manufacture and sale of intoxicants by vot-
ing with the only party that makes public
declaration of its intention, if clothed with
power, to close the saloon by stopping the manu-
facture and removing the national sanction of
partnership in the business, viz.: the Prohibition
party. He has never aspired to office, but has
been chosen to different positions. At one time
he was clerk of Bloom township, declining a
second term; from January 1, 1867, to 1875, he
was postmaster at Bloom (now Ted), and when
the office was transferred to Bloomdale he be-
came the first postmaster there, serving until
1877. In 1883 he was elected to the Legislature
as Wood county’s representative, and filled the
place four years. '

He served four montiis in the Civil war, en-
listing April 22, 1861, in Company G, 15th O.
V. L., with Capt. Tyler, in the 100-days’ service,
being sent to West Virginia. On his return
home he prepared to go again, helped to raise a
company for the 123rd Regiment, and was one of
the three men whose activity in recuiting was to
be rewarded by positions of honor in the com-
pany. Mr. Emerson was elected by the men to
the office of sccond lieutenant, but through
some manipulation of the County Central Com-
mittee he was not appointed.

A prominent feature of

Mr. Emerson's

charming home is his library, filled with well-
selected books which he finds pleasure in perus-
ing. He and his wife are leading members of
the Church of Christ, in which he has been an
elder, and for many years he was superintend-
ent of the Sunday-school. He contributes also
to the support of other Churches in the locality.
Their nine children were as follows: John ]J.
died in infancy; Scott S. is a farmer in Bloom
township; Olive L. married Benton Leathers,
of Bloom township; Horace W. is at home;
Dow P. died in infancy; Howard H. is at
home; Elijah P., Jr., died in childhood: Lola
E. and Florence E. are at home. Socially, Mr.
Emerson was for some years a member of the
I. O. O. F., but on moving to a distance from a
lodge he ‘‘dropped out,” and for the same rea-
son he has withdrawn from active membership
in Urie Post No. 110, G. A. R., of Bloomdale.

Mrs. Kate (Smalley) Emerson was born Au-
gust 20, 1844, near Rowsburg, Ashland Co.,
Ohio. She was the sixth child born to Isaac
and Elizabeth (Smith) Smalley, whose family
was subsequently augmented to the number of
seventeen—eleven sons and six daughters—of
which number but seven grew to manhood and
womanhood. At the age of nine years Mrs.
Emerson was brought by her parents to Wyandot
county, Ohio, and settled on a farm adjoining
the village of Crawfordsville, near the site of the
memorable spot where Col. Crawford was burned
by the Indians. Her father was classed among
the progressive farmers of his day. He was
strongly imbued with the belief that a well-raised
child—one to whom the parents had faithfully dis-
charged their duty—should be sent out to combat
the realities of life, fully panoplied in head, heart
and hands for whatever position fate held in store
or whatever condition circumstances might de-
velop. Hence Mrs. Emerson was early sent to the
district school, and during the intervals between
terms was schooled by the mother in the duties
pertaining to housekeeping. Not ' infrequently
she was also found in the field with her father,
dropping corn—at which she was an adept—dig-
ging potatoes, and aiding in gathering corn and
storing fruit, etc. Early in her ’teens she
commenced teaching in the district schools, at
which time she assumed all charges for clothing,
and also managed by economy to pay her ex-
penses at a select school in Carey for three terms.
Mrs. Emerson was during the war of the Rebel-
lion an active sympathizer in the cause of the
Union, and spent much time in soliciting and
forwarding supplies for the sanitary and com-
missary departments of the army. She is nat-
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urally inclined to faith in the teachings of Chris-
tianity, and early in life united with the Metho-
dist Church, of Carey, Ohio. When she removed
to Wood county with her husband, not finding
near her home a Church of her first connection,
she united with the membership of the Church of
Christ, at Eagleville, and has remained a con-
sistent Christian and constant attendant at the
various services, and a helper in the many labors
of the Church up to the present. She served as
superintendent of the Sunday-school several
years, and in the Church 'diligently labored to
unite the congregation with the missionary wing
of the Church.

During the period of her teaching she met Mr.
Emerson—her subsequent husband—at a teach-
ers’ examination. An attachment—mutual—was
formed, that afterward culminated in their union
for life, which was sealed April 17, 1866. To-
gether their life barque has floated down the
stream of time for over thirty years. Of the
nine children born to Mrs. Emerson, six remain
to bless her life—-three having passed to the silent
beyond. Like nearly all mothers she is devotedly
attached to her children, and no sacrifice of time
or labor is withheld when duty calls. Her father
and mother are dead. Her brothers and sisters
have all been married, and are living in their own
homes. The elder brother, Allen, is known as
Judge Smalley, and M. A. has recently been ap-
pointed and confirmed as U. S. marshal of north-
ern Ohio. The distinguishing characteristics of
Mrs. Emerson’s life are patient industry, devo-
tion to home, family, kindred and friends, and a
conscientious regard for the rights and feelings of
others.

FraNnk A. BaLpwiN, a leading attorney of
Bowling Green, whose abilities and attainments
won for him at an early age a high standing
among the legal fraternity, was born near Geneva,
N. Y., July 30, 1854.

His parents, Sanford and Juliette (Smith)
Baldwin, were also born in New York State, the
father December 7, 1825, at Saratoga Springs,
and the mother October 12, 1827, at Seneca
Falls. Soon after their marriage they came
west, in 1846 settling at Perrysburg, Wood
county, where Mr. Baldwin soon became a prom-
inent and influential worker in municipal affairs,
holding various official positions during his res-
idence there. In 1860 he moved to Weston and
opened a hotel, which he conducted some twelve
years. He then transferred the active manage-
ment to other hands, and he and his wife settled

| down in 'Weston to spend their declining years

free from business cares; there he died August 1,
1895. They had twelve children, five of whom
grew to maturity: Mary, the wife of W. R.
Worth, who manages the hotel at Weston; Hat-
tie, the wife of Judge Young, of Bowling Green;
Frank A., our subject; Nellie, the widow of Dr.
G. W. Pennington, of Weston; and Lulu, a book-
keeper for J. W. Long & Co., of Weston, who
lives at home with her parents.

Our subject attended the public schools at
his home during his boyhood, and later studied
in the high school at Toledo, and the Eastman
Business College, at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Under
the direction of J. R. Tyler, of Perrysburg, and
McCauley & Pennington, of Tiffin, he prepared
for the bar, and was admitted April 12, 1877.
In June of the same year he began the practice
of his profession at Weston, and a few months
later he received an extraordinary evidence of
the esteem of his fellow citizens in an election to
the responsible office of prosecuting attorney of
Wood county; as he was the Democratic candi-
date this is the more remarkable, Wood county
having been a Republican stronghold ever since
the Civil war. Retiring from this office at the
end of two years, he engaged in practice at
Bowling Green. An able advocate, his profes-
sional efforts have been attended with uniform
success, and at the present there are but few
cases of importance in which he is not retained
on one side or the other, this being especially
true of ‘those which involve questions of criminal
law. Mr. Baldwin is at present a member of
the building committee for the Wood county
court house. In 1879 he was married to Miss
Clara Foote, who was born April 22, 1855, in
Washington township, where her father, Joel
Foote, was a prominent resident for many years.
He died February 22, 1896.

D. H. HiLL, the deputy recorder of Wood
county, and one of the most able and hard-work-
ing officials in the service of the county, was born
in Milton Center, June 30, 1841.

His father, William Hill, was born in east-
ern Ohio, and in 1836 came to Wood county,
locating in Milton Center upon wild land which
he cleared and cultivated. He was prominent
among the pioneers of his neighborhood, and
was a Whig in politics. He raised a family
of twelve children — two girls and ten boys—
the subject of this sketch being the youngest.
Only three of the twelve are now living, viz.:
Mrs. Eliza Stewart, wife of Robert Stewart, of
Bowling Green, Ohio; Joseph B. Hill, of Piqua,
Ohio; and the subject of this sketch.
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Our subject attended the district school in
boyhood, and afterward learned the carpenter’s
trade. In May, 1862, he enlisted for three
months in Company K, 84th O. V. I., and went
to the front. He returned home October 1, of
that year, and three weeks later joined Company
G, 1oth O. V. Cav. for three years; was ap-
pointed sergeant January 18, 1863, and first ser-
geant in September, 1864. His regiment was
assigned to the army of the West, and did gal-
lant service under Kilpatrick. In May, 1865,
our subject was promoted to the rank of second
lieutenant of Company C, but was wounded dur-
ing a skirmish at Ringgold, Ga., was sent to the
the hospital, and was mustered out with his
company, July 24, 1865. After his return he
followed farming at Milton Center, and for some
years was postmaster there. Since September
2, 1895, he has held the office of deputy recorder,
giving faithful and efficient service. In 1889 he
was married to Miss Susan Masks, a native of
Wood«county,and they have one child—E. A. Hill,
of Custar. Ohio. Politically our subject is a Re-
publican; socially he is a member of the G. A. R.

G. W. HELFRICH, the efficient manager and
secretary of the Wood County Tribune Com-
pany, was, born in Tiffin, Ohio, February 14,
1854. His grandparents, John and Barbara
Helfrich, came from Germany to America in
1832, and died in Pennsylvania at an advanced
age.
His father, Adam Helfrich, was a native of
Darmstadt, Germany, born May 4, 1828, and
when four years old came with his parents to
Franklin county, Penn. In early manhood, in
company with some other young men, he walked
to Tiffin, Ohio, where he sécured work in a grist-
mill at ten dollars a month. He was married
there to Miss Margaret Ruch, and not long after
he bought eighty acres of school land near Mc-
Comb, Ohio, to which he removed. Not being
a skilled chopper of trees, and lacking money to
hire help, he was obliged to resort to primitive
methods of preparing logs for his new dwelling,
burning them into proper lengths, after ‘* pacing
them off” for want of a better way of measur-
ing them. However, he built the house. After
a year he sold that property and bought twenty
acres in the same county, six miles east, lived
there ten years, then bought 116 acres within
one-half mile of the first eighty acres, where he
made his permanent home. During the Civil
war he enlisted in Company G, 21st O. V. I,
assigned to Gen. Rosecrans army, 14th Army
Corps, commanded by Gen. Thomas, 2d Divis-

|

ion, commanded by Gen. James S. Neegly, 2d
Brigade, Col. John F. Miller. At the battle
of Murfreesboro he was captured and taken to
Libby prison; but was released on parole eleven
days after, having had nothing to eat in the
meantime but some ‘‘hard tack.” Taken to
Annapolis he there contracted the smallpox, and
lay for seven weeks in the hospital. Returning
home, with his health ruined, he never received
a pension because, having never been ill for a
day before entering the army, he had no *‘ family
physician’ who could certify to his physical
condition previous to that time, as required by
the pension office. Politically, he was a Jackso-
nian Democrat, and in religious faith was a
member of the U. B. Church. His death oc-
curred September 29, 1892. His wife who was
born in Canton, Stark county, Ohio, September
2, 1831, died December 11, 1895, at her homeat
Deweyville, Ohio. Our subject is the eldest of
their nine children; the others being B. F., a
butcher and stock buyer at North Baltimore,
Ohio; Mary L., the widow of E. L. Ward, Findlay,
Ohio; Jacob R., who is engaged in the real-estate
business at Eldon, Mo.; Amanda Cordelia, who
died when sixteen months old; Permilla ]., the
wife of E. O. Dexter, of Chicago, Ill.; Calista
A., who married John Arnold, of Findlay, Ohio;
Charlotte Elizabeth, the wife of M. Brooks, of
Shawtown, Ohio; and Caroline May, the wife
of Byron Powell, of Benton, Ohio.

G. W. Helfrich was educated in the district
schools near McComb, also in the high school at
Findlay, and at the age of eighteen began to
teach. After two terms he secured employment
in a drug-store, and shortly afterward bought a
half-interest in a harness shop, investing his en-
tire capital, thirty-five dollars. This concern
was closed by the sheriff two weeks later for old
debts contracted prior tb his entering the bus-
iness. With most men this would have ended the
matter, but a certain indomitable perseverance
which is characteristic of our subject revealed it-
self, and he determined to go on, with no money,
no tools, no stock, no custom, and no knowl-
edge of the business. He borrowed a few tools,
and as he was opening the shop a tanner called
to collect an old bill for leather. After discussing
the situation Mr. Helfrich obtained credit for
forty-eight pounds of leather, which he brought
on his back from the tannery, ten miles distant.
He had never watched any one make a set of
harness, but he was not to be daunted by a trifle
like that, and he proceeded to munufacture one
according to his own ideas. As trade came in he
gradually learned the business, being assisted
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usually by the well-meant advice of his custom-
ers. This proved vexatious at times, and wish-
ing to perfect himself in the trade, he went to
Ottawa, Ohio, where he worked under special in-
struction for seventeen months, and then re-
turned to his old shop, from which time it was
distinctly understood that the proprietor would
accept no suggestions as to his methods of work.
He established a fine trade, and in 1882 sold a
half-interest to his brother, who took charge of
the shop, while our subject opened a store for the
sale of agricultural implements. Nine months
later a fire destroyed everything he owned except
a small dwelling house, he having no insurance,
and was $2,000 in debt. He then went ‘‘on the
road’’ as a salesman for different firms, and in a
short time paid every cent he owed, besides $800
security for others. With the exception of a
short interval in the grocery business, and, later,
in a real-estate and life insurance enterprise at
Bowling Green, he continued to travel until Jan-
uary 1, 1894—in all ten years—when he assumed
the duties of his present position, of which he is
making a great success. Previous to that time
the liabilities of the 777bune were $4,000 more
than the assets; in less than two and a half
years the 77»ibunc was out of debt under his man-
agement, and a steady increase in circulation
and advertising patronage promises rich rewards
in the future.

Mr. Helfrich was married, in 1875, to Miss
Mary M. Hardy, who was born in McComb,
March 27, 1856. They have had three children:
Myrtle Pearl, born February 15, 1876; Edward
Earl, born June 27,1878; and Hazel Lurain, born
February 21, 1891. Our subject and his wife
and children are members of the Presbyterian
Church, and actively interested in its work. In
politics he is a Republican, and he‘is a member
of the K. of P.,, the . 0. O. F.and T. T. M. A.
of Toledo, in all of which he is an enthusiastic
worker. In and out of the Lodge rooms, no so-
ciety or business is lowered any by having: Mr.
Helfrich as one of their number, but are bettered,
morally, socially and financially.

Lewis W. McCrory. There is in the char-
acter of this gentleman some of the quahtles of
the Scotch-Irish ancestry from which he is de-
scended—the thoroughness and unfaltering pur-
pose of the former, and the adaptability to cir-
cumstances of the latter. His fellow-townsmen
recognize him as a gentleman of sterling worth;
for his life has ever been an honorable one. He
was born in the town of Wooster, Wayne Co.,
Ohio, November 5, 1835, and is a son of Samuel

and Hannah (Pennypacker ) McCrory. His
father was born in Mifflin county, Penn., May 7,
1795, and was reared as a farmer boy. Subse-
quently he removed to Wayne county, Ohio,
locating on a farm near Wooster, where he re-
sided for twelve years. On October 6, 1836, he
came to Wood county, and purchased eighty
acres of wild land in Henry township, on which
he erected a small log house. His death oc-
curred in 1866, that of his wife on July 3, 1845.
Their children were: John, who was born No-
vember 20, 1819, served as a soldier in Com-
pany H, 21st O. V. 1., and died February 6,
1873; Mary, who was born March 19, 1820, be-
came the wife of Reason Whitacre, and died in
Bloom township; James, born March 13, 1823,
died in Liberty township; Elizabeth, born May
15, 1825, became the wife of Isaac Whitacre,
and died in Bloom township; Jacob, born March
14, 1827, died at the age of: tour years; Hannah,
born March 7, 1829, married John Otterbach,
and died in Liberty; Samuel, born April 12,
1831, died on the old homestead in Henry
township; Daniel, born February 17, 1833;
Lewis W., our subject, comes next; and Liddy
Ann, born December 26, 1837, became the wife
of Jefferson Shinebarger, and died in Liberty
township. The mother of this family having
passed away, the father married Eliza Shaffer,
and they had four children: Eliza Jane, born
January 13, 1847, died in Henry township; Phi-
lander; born November 20, 1848, a merchant of
East Toledo, Ohio; Lucinda, born July 19, 1853,
died in girlhood; Nancy, born in 1850, now the
wife of Frederick Sheron, of Portage township.
The mother of these died December 28, 1859.
Lewis W. McCrory was only a year old when
his parents removed to Wood county. He was
educated in the district schools near his home,
and in the usual manner of farmer lads was
reared to manhood. He was married in Portage
township, February 10, 1856, to Caroline Lucy
Gorton, a native of Bloom township, whose par-
ents came from Rhode Island to Wood county at
an early day. They began their domestic life on
a farm of twenty acres of wild land in Liberty
township, and Mr. McCrory continued its culti-
vation until June 9, 1862, when he enlisted at
Portage in Company A, 1ooth O. V. I. Soon
after the regiment went to the front, and was as-
signed to the army of the Cumberland. He par-
ticipated in the important battles of the cam-
paign of that year, and September 8, 1863, at
the battle of Limestone Station, was captured by
the enemy and conveyed to Lynchburg, whence
he was afterward first taken to Libby prison,
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then to Belle Isle, lastly to Castle Thunder; he
was at the last two on two different occasions,
and March 13, 1864, was conveyed to Anderson-
ville, where he remained until March- 27, 1865;
until April 24, he was at Vicksburg, and on April
27, he was put on board the ¢‘Sultana.” When
the vessel was within seven miles of Memphis the
boilers exploded, and 1,700 men lost their lives.
Mr. McCrory clung to the wreck for hours, but it
finally took fire and he was obliged to let go his
hold. He was also in the water nine hours be-
fore he reached the shore, and narrowly escaped
drowning. At length he was taken to Memphis
in a boat, from there to Cairo, Ill., on the
steamer ‘‘Silver Spring,”’ and was discharged at
Columbus, Ohio, May 21, 1865.

In the meantime the news of the terrible
disaster had spread northward, and Mrs. Mc-
Crory was told that her husband was dead.
When he appeared before her alive and well, the
shock was too great for her, and caused her death
seven days later. Their children were, Melissa,
born December 10, 1856, now the wife of George
Gorton, of Providence, R. I.; Silas Augustus,
who was born October 13, 1858, and resides in
Portage: Frances Imogene, born September 6,
1860, wife of William George, of Liberty town-
ship; and Lewis La Fayette, born August s,
1862, now in North Baltimore, Ohio. Mr. Mc-
Crory was again married, this time on March 11,
1866, to Julia A. Taylor, who was born Novem-
ber 7, 1840, in Ashland county, Ohio, a daughter
of David and Eliza (Myers) Taylor. They have
always lived on their present farm, Mr. McCrory
having in the fall of 1865 sold his first .purchase
and bought eighty acres in Section 25, Liberty
township. They have four children: Florence
May, born January 20, 1867, wife of E. C. Mar-
vin, of Liberty township; Mary Gertrude, born
September 30, 1868, djed November 10, 1883;
Tryphena, born December 25, 1870, died Jan-
uary 27, 1874; Delia May, born February 4,
1874, now the wife of Albert Roberts, of Liberty
township.

In his business interests, Mr. McCrory has
prospered, and is known as a man of unquestioned
integrity and honorable dealing, his success be-
ing well merited. He has greatly improved his
place, and has recently erected upon it a hand-
some residence, wherein hospitality reigns su-
preme. In politics he is a stanch Prohibitionist,
and in religious faith he is an active member of
the Disciples Church, in which he is serving as
deacon. Since the fall of 1874 he has also been
a member of Whitney Lodge No. 389, I. O.
O. F. .3of Portage.

3

JaMEs HUGHES, one of the oldest and most
highly respected residents of Bowling Green,
known to young and old as ‘¢ Uncle Jimmey,”
was born in the County of Sussex England, July
26, 1819. His father,’'James Hughes, was also a
native of Sussex, born in 1799, and previous to
his emigration to America, in 1857, he was a farm
laborer. His wife, whose maiden name was
Sarah Bachelor, was born in the same county, in
1801, and both spent their last years on a farm
near Tontogany, Wood county, where Mr.
Hughes, Sr., died in 1876, Mrs. Hughes surviv-
ing him until 18go. While living in England
they were members of the Established Church,
and, in this country, of the Episcopal Church.
The subject of this sketch is the eldest of their
four children, the others being Charlotte, who
died in youth; Harriet, the widow of James Ellis,
of Wood county; and Ann, who married James
Challen, of Tontogany.

Our subject was married in England, Decem-
ber 31, 1844, to Miss Ann Evans, who was born
November 8, 1829, the groom being twenty-five
years of age, the bride a little over fifteen. The
father of Mrs. Hughes, James Evans, was a farm
laborer at Malsey, Sussex county, and several
generations of her family had been tenants of the
same house in which she was born. He was a
man of regular habits, and a devoted adherent of
the Church of England, often walking ten miles
to hear a favorite preacher. He married Jane
Greenfield, also a native of Malsey. He had no
brothers or sisters, and his wife was the only one
of four children to live to maturity. Fifteen
children were born of this union: Maria, who
married William Challen, and came to Wood
county, Ohio, in 1857, had also fifteen children;
James came to America, and died after his return
to England; William and the twins, Hannah and
Samuel, all died in . England; Elizabeth (de-
ceased), married A. Mead, and lived near the old
home; Jane, now Mrs. Phillips, lives in England;
Ann became Mrs. Hughes; Sarah is the widow of
Luke Marsh, and the mother of twelve children;
Ellen (Mrs. White), lives in England; Alfred is a
resident of Sussex, England; two whose names
are not known; Susan, and Mary Cornwell. The
youngest child was born when her mother was
fifty-two years old. She married, and has a son
who came to this country and now lives in Bowl-
ing Green. Mrs. Hughes' father died at the age
of eighty, her mother when seventy-two.

After their marriage our subject and his wife
lived near the old home for ten years. In 1834,
they came to America on the sailing vessel
** Southampton,” which was five weeks and three
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days on the voyage. For over two years they
lived in Erie county, and then settled upon a
farm in Plain township, Wood county, which he
still owns. Of their eighteen children twelve
grew to maturity, and eleven -are still living:
James lives in Bowling Green; he married B.
McMillen, and has three children—Mina, Rollo
and Bertha. Harriet is the wife of Todd Brown,
of Plain township, and has five children—Carrie,
Jesse, Howard, Blanche and Ethel. Rose mar-
ried Albert Avery, of Wood county, and has three
sons—Harley, Homer and Allen. Hugh, who
lives in Bowling Green, married Kate McCaulley,
and has one son—Harry. Henry is a merchant
in Bowling Green. John married Racy Bower-
man, and is a resident of Bowling Green. Or-
lando married L. English, and also lives in that
city; they have four children—Viola, Arthur,
Gertrude and Flossie. Frank married Bertha
Mearing, and lives in Plain township; has one
daughter—Helen. Adonna married Albert Huff-
man, and has two children—Harrison and Aleta.
Emma married Henry Ostrander, of Chicago,
Ill., and has one son—Harry. Burton married
Chloe Rader, and lives in Bowling Green; they
have two children—Florence and Floyd. Sarah
Ann married Henry Newton, of Perrysburg, and
died leaving three children—Adonna, Willard and
Coy—of whom, Adonna married George Haskill,
of Columbus, Ohio, and has one child—Gladys;
Willard married Gertie Hartman, and lives in
Toledo; Coy is married and lives in Toledo.
Mrs. Hughes passed away January 26, 1896.

Mr. and Mrs. Hughes visited England in 1866,
and again in 1882. The last time the trip out
was made in eight and one-half days, a striking
contrast to their first voyage; but coming back
the ship struck a sand-bar near’ Sandy Hook, and
they were detained for three days just outside of
New York harbor. Mr. Hughes has not united
with any Church since coming to this country.
In politics he is a Republican. ’

EpwarD ROE (deceased), who at the time of
his death was a wealthy retired farmer of Bowl-
ing Green, was one of the fortunate men whose
fertile acres have of late years given up their
long-concealed treasures, and enriched their own-
ers by copious supplies of oil. He was born May
12, 1838, in Monroe county, Mich., where his
father. Dominick Roe, was also born, in the
year 1784.

The famgily is of French-Canadian descent,
and are counted among the early settlers of
Michigan. Dominick Roe was a typical pioneer,
robust and powerful, and possessed of perfect

health, never knowing a day’s illness until death
came to him in 1861. His first wife was a lady
of French-Canadian stock, Miss Lucy Bumean.
For some years they lived in Michigan, but in
1847 they came with their family to Liberty
township, and settled in the swampy woods
among the muskrats, deer and bears. Here, in
time, a large farm was cleared and a comforta-
ble home made. Eleven children were born of
the first marriage, of whom the following lived
to maturity: Dominick and John (now deceased );
Lucy, living near Detroit; Olive (now deceased );
Stephen, living in Lucas county, Ohio; Victoria,
the wife of Peter Malask; Jane ( now deceased);
Justus, now living in Michigan; and Edward, our
subject. Three others died in childhood. Our
subject’s father was married, second, to Miss
Viana Leveret, by whom he had three children:
Margaret (now Mrs. L. Garno); Mary, the wife
of David De Sadler; and Eliza (the wife of
Frank Ducat).

Edward Roe was about nine years old when
he came to Wood county. He grew to manhood
upon the old farm which he helped to clear, and
November 14, 1860, he married Miss Margaret
Ducat, a lady of French descent, born in Michi-
gan December 30, 1841. Her father, Anthony
Ducat, was born April 20, 1815, in the same
State. He died May 8, 1892, in Wood county,
where he had located fifty years before. His
wife, Margaret Renerdo, died in early woman-
hood. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Roe
lived upon a farm in Liberty township, removing
some years later to another in Portage township.
Ten children were born to them: Caleb, August
26, 1861, married Myrtle Gaghan; Robert, Au-
gust 20, 1863, married Miss Addie Elder and had
two daughters—Emily and Cora; Eliza, January
29, 1865, died at the age of fourteen months;
Sherman, January 22, 18§7, a farmer in Portage
township, married Miss Bertie Creps, a native of
Wood county, born October 15, 1871, and has
two children—Burtsell and Floyd; Hiram, Sep-
tember 5, 1870, married Miss Myrtie Miller, and
has two children—Loren and Harry, the younger
of whom died in infancy; Alfred and Albert
(twins), died at the same time and were buried
in the same coffin; Louis, December 18, 1875;
Lucetta, September 28, 1878; and Guy, April 7,
1880, are all at home.

After many years spent in farming his 280
acres, Mr. Roe began testing for oil with encour-
aging results, and he owned ten wells at the time
of death. A few years ago he and his wife came
to Bowling Green to secure for their youngerchild-
ren advantages of education and society denied
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the dwellers in rural districts. During the Civil
war Mr. Roe served for eleven months in Com-
pany A, 182d O. V. I, and took part in the en-
gagement at Nashville. In politics he wasa
Republican. He passed from earth August 22,
1896.

ALBERT FRONEY, senior member of the lead-
ing dry-goods firm of A. Froney & Co., Bowling
Green, has been a resident of that city since
the commencement of its progressive period. He
is a distinctively self-made man, one who took
the tide of fortune at its flood, and carried him-
self to one of the highest places attainable in
the commercial circle of Wood county.

Born in the kingdom of Hanover, Germany,
September 23, 1842, he was, in 1847, brought
by his parents, Augustus and Caroline (Gyer)
Froney, to America, landing at New York on the
first day of July that year. For.a time the fam-
ily lived at Buffalo, N. Y., then removed to El-
more, Ohio, at that time a mere village in the
wilderness, where the parents both died in 1873,
within a few days of each other, the father at the
age of seventy, the mother when sixty-four.
They had a family of five children as follows:
Henry, now a resident of Bay City, Mich.;
Rachel, wife of George Gossman, of Elmore;
George, a farmer at Kewaunee, Wis.; Albert,
subject of sketch; and Sophia, wife of Daniel
Eckert, of Elmore.

Albert Froney received his education at the
public schools of Elmore, and at the age of six-
teen, in 1859, commenced his business career as
clerk in a dry-goods store at Pemberville, Wood
county, his salary at first being sixty dollars per
annum. In this connection, with the exception
"of a four-months’ experience in the army during
the war of the Rebellion, he remained until De-
cember 1, 1865. So valuable were his services
in the store that before the end of the first year
his salary was raised, and five years later he be-
came a partner in the concern. On May 2,
1864, he enlisted in Company C, 144thO. V. L,
was appointed first sergeant the same day, and
served until the muster-out of the command
August 31 following, after a short but useful cam-
paign in Maryland and the Virginias.

In December, 1865, Mr. Froney embarked
in business, and soon won not only popularity
but also success in the village where he first
entered on his life’s mission. He was one of the
petitioners for the incorporation of Pemberville
of 1876, treasurer of the town in 1877, and a
watchful guardian of the public interests of the
ambitious village of Pemberville. Elected treas-

urer of Wood county, he came to Bowling Green
in 1886, took possession of the office and served
one term, refusing point-blank to accept